
Blair stalls on open government 



Plan for Freedom 
of Information 
Bill is delayed 
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Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 

High hopes lhal Tony Blair 
would fulfil his pledge to enact 
Freedom of Information leejs- 
laiion in his first parliamentary 
session were dashed yesterday, 
after ministers were told that 'it 
wiis not possible to draft a Bill 
in-time. 

>;The pretext was privately 
denounced by Labour MPs last 
night. One said: “This smacks 
onfa Minister." Aconstitutional 
expert said; “The more they de- 
lay, the more the beauties of 
dosed government will become 
overwhelming.*’ 

Mr Blair told an inaugural 
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meeting , of the Parliamentary 
Labour Party yesterday that 
/ the “highest standards in pub- 
lic life” would be demanded of 
his 418 MPS. 

Her also said: Tie people will 
not forgive us if we go bock on 
our promises. But already, less 
than a week into government, 
we. are beginning to male*- a dif- 
ference. We have started with 
real energy." 

That energetic beginning con- 
tinued yesterday with the ap- 


pointment of Sir David Simon, 
chairman of BP as new Minis- 
ter for Trade ami Competitive- 
ness in Europe, with a life 
peerage to come. BP has been 
under attack for alleged human 
rights abuses in South America. 

In other moves. Stephen By- 
ers. Education Minister, ordered 
an urgent report into failing 
schools; Tessa Jowefi, Minister for 
Public Health, said tobacco ad- 
vertising would be banned with- 
in weeks, and early action was 
promised to “clean up” donations 
to political parties. 

But the high-priority expect- 
ed for open government and 
freedom of information was 
met with less enthusiasm by the 
Whitehall machine. 

The Independent had been 
told that a Freedom of Infor- 
mation Bill would be included 
in Labour's first-year pro- 
gramme because it was a low- 
cost signal of new Labour 
politics in action. 

However, civil servants are 
said to have advised new min- 
isters this week that legislation 
would take time to prepare, and 
it would be much better to of- 
fer a White Paper, outlining 
plans that would be enacted in 
1999. 

That advice was followed, 
and approved, at a meeting 
yesterday of the new Cabinet’s 
legislation committee, chaired 
by Lord Irvine of Lairg, the new 
Lord Chancellor. 

Though today’s first full 
meeting of the Cabinet\ouId 
theoretically overturn that plan, 
there was little hope of that hap- 
pening last night. 

Rather, there was strong sus- 
picion around Whitehall that riv- 
fl servants had won their first 
coup, with the backing of key 
ministers, possibly including Pe- 
ter Manddson, Minister without 
Portfolio, who are thought to be 
less enthusiastic about open 
government than Mr Blair. It 
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Sermon in the round: Tony Blair addressing Labour MPs 


was being argued that there were 
another three or four years for 
enactment of the pledge on 
freedom of information. * 
Maurice Frankel, director of 
the Campaign for Freedom of 
Information, said -last night:' 
“The longer they wait the more 
diluted it could well become.” 
That is what happened in the 
1974-79 Parliament after 
Labour had pledged, in its Oc- 
tober 1974 manifesto, to “re- 
place the Official Secrets Act by 


a measure to put the burden on 
the public authorities to justify 
withholding information.” Af- 
ter protracted delay, the pledge 
was not fulfilled. 

Mr Frankel said that the last 
attempt at backbench legislation 
on open government, spon- 
sored by Mark Fisher, now : 
Arts Minister, was debated for 
21 hours in 1993, and it was ab- 
surd to suggest that there had 
been no legislative prepara- 
tion. “They could produce a B3I 


yesterday in the Church of England’s Grand Assembly Hall, 

* 


in a matter of weeks if they 
wanted, ”he said 
The latest decision to delay 
was ail the more surprising be- 


power, then, after they get into 
power...’ 

“I actually believe that if we 
want to make government ef- 


cause Mr Blair's commitment ■ fective in the modem world, it 
could not have been stronger simply isnot possible to do that 
when he was guest speaker at on the basis of government just 
the Campaign for Freedom of handing down tablets of stone. 


Information's . awards 
ceremony last year. 

Arguing for a decentralisa- 
tion of power, he said: "People 
often say to me today, ‘Every- 
one says this before they get into 


simply isnot possible to do that 
on the basis of government just 
handing down tablets of stone. 

Tn met, you can see, in my 
view, both with Scon [report on 
arms to Iraq] and BSE, it would 
have been far better if govern- 
ment had been more, open, far 
better actually for the proper 


London 

conduct of government.” • 

Mr Blair continued: “Our 
commitment to a Freedom of 
Information Act is clear, and I 
reaffirm it here tonight.” 

. Ministerial opponents of the 
change are worried that if a 
Freedom of Information Act is 
pitt through, then Labour would 
be maki n g a rod for its own 
back. 

Paddy Ashdown, leader of 
the Liberal Democrats, yester- 
day told his 46 MPs that there 
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would be no “knee-jerk oppo- 
sition for its own sake". He of- 
fered constructive opposition 
when the Government pursued 
aims supported by his party - 
like open government 
Parliament met for the first 
time yesterday, and Betty 
Boothroyd was re-elected as 
Speaker. MPs begin the lengthy 
process of swearing-in today. 
The Queen's Speech will be de- 
livered at next Wednesday’s 
state opening of Parliament 
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Vaccine against 
meningitis may 
soon be available 


Bosnian Serb found 


war crimes 
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Jeremy Laurance 
Health Editor 

A vaccination giving lifelong 
protection against bacterial 
meningitis, one of the 'most 
threatening-infections of mod- 
ern times, could be available 
within a decade, scientists said 
yesterday. 

Trials of new vaccines are 
showing promising results 
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unpredictably, with unnerving 
speed and ferocity. There are 
2.000 cases of meningitis a year, 
mainly in babies and young 
children, with 150 to 200 deaths. 
. -.The trials, carried out by the 
government’s Public Health 
Laboratory Service, with back- 
ing from the health department, 
me testing vaccines against the 
two commonest strains of bac- 
terial meningitis, B and C. The 
results were presented yesterday 
to a meeting of 400 experts at a 
. national conference on menin- 
gitis in London. 

Dr Keith Cartwright, group 


director of the Public Health 
Laboratory Service in the 
South-west and a co-ordinator 
of the trials, said the findings 
■were “very exciting”. 

One study carried out on 100 
children in Gloucester, which 
was the focus of a major out- . 
break of meningitis in the mid- 
1980s, was the first in the world 
to demonstrate that a .vaccine 
against the group B strain suc- 
cessfully provides protection in 
-babies aged under one year, be 
said. The unpublished study 
showed the effect was modest 
but it indicated that scientists 
were on the right trade 

Two other trials of vaccines 
against die group C strain, test- 
ed on babies aged two to four 
months, had shown they were 
both safe and effective. 

Dr Cartwright said: “My 
guess is that we will have a vac- 
cination against the group B 
strain of the disease within 10 
years. I expect we will have to 
keep re-formulating it to keep 
up with changes in the strain. 
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Mobahiteaws Zaire 

-Zaire's ailing President, Mobu- 
; tu Sese Seko, left hiscapital for 
a two-day crisis summit in 
. Gabon, leaving friends and en- 
-emies to wonder if he wul ever 
return. Rebel leader Laurent 
Kabila now commands most of 
; the country. Pagel5 


Pecking order 

The BBC is moving its Panora- 
ma programme to a later slot to 1 
make way for a ratmgs-boosting 
sitcom. From 2 June it will 
move to 1 0pm on Mondays, 
while its’ current 930 slot will be 
replaced by a new Birds of a 
Feather series. Page 3 


Christopher Bellamy 

Defence Correspondent . 

In the first such conviction 
since the Second World War, a 
man has been found guilty of 
war crimes committed during 
the Bosnian war. 

Dimn Tadic, 1 a Bosnian Serb 
reserve policeman, was found 
guilty on 11 out of 31 counts by 
the international War Crimes 
Tribunal in The Hague yester- 
day. 

. He was cleared on nine for- 
mal counts of murder, but nev- 
ertheless found guilty of killing 
two Bosnian Muslim police- 
men on counts of “persecution”, 
and of taking part m the mur- 
der of more than 30 people - 
which Judge Louise Arbour, the 
Chief Prosecutor, said was 
worse, as it was, in effect, “mur- 
der with a discriminating 

intent”. 

Thdic, 41, had pleaded inno- 
cent lo- all the charges. He! 
heard the verdict of the In- 
ternational Court behind bullet- 
proof glass in Trial Chamber H 

It is the' first conviction for 
war crimes by a multi-national 
court since the Nuremberg and 
fokyo trials sent 17 Ads lead- 
en to the gallows half a centu- 
ry ago, and the first by a tribunal 
which was both international 
and impartial. 

The earlier war crimes trials, 
were carried out by the victors 
in the Second World War. Kjyas 


also the first formal condem- 
nation of “ethnic cleansing'’ fey 
a judicial body. * 

The International Court has 
no power to impose the death 
penalty and Tadic was cleared 
of all nine counts of murder. 
The three judges found him 
guilty on 11 counts of persecu- 
tion and beatings in prison 
camps near Prijedor, in north- 
west Bosnia. Eleven counts - 
grave breaches of the Geneva 
Convention - were judged 
inapplicable. 

Under the “persecution" 
counts, the court found that on 
26 May 1992, Thdic had pulled 
two Muslim policemen from a 
line of prisoners in front of the 
Serbian orthodox church in 
Kozarac and tolled them by slit- 
ting their throats and stabbing 
them several times. 

He was cleared of a crnel and 
inhumane sexual act - forcing 
a Muslim prisoner to chew off 
another prisoner's testide. Tadic 
w01 be sentenced at a further 
bearing on 1 July, giving De- 
fence lawyers 30 days to appeal. 

Legal experts said getting 
Tadic tp trial ai all was the main 
achievement The alleged 
crimes took place during a 
chaotic dvil war and the pros- 
ecution could not prove that the 
aqpused was linked to any of the 
murders,'or, indeed, that- indi- 
vidual murders had taken place. 

But there will be efisap- ■ 
pointment that of 74 people 
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indicted for war crimes, only 
eight, including Thdic, have so 
far been detained. 

Martin .Bell, the new Inde- 
pendent MP for Ihtton and a 
former BBC war correspon- 
dent, condemned the “failure" 
of the international communi- 
ty tp bring war criminals to jus- 
tice! 

“I think it reminds us of the 
relative failure of the system so 
fax” he told BBC Radio 4’s The 
World At One programme. “Sev- 
en of the charged are in custody, 
onfy one a major figure, and he 
gave himself up. The rest of the 
74 are still at large - 1 think the 
figures speak for themselves.” 

The others include the lead- 
ers of die Bosnian. Serb war, 


effort, Radovan Karadzic and 
Ratko Mladic, who are still in 
Serb controlled territory. 

The US-based group Hu- 
man Right Watch said in a 
statement: “The international 
effort to achieve justice will ul- 
timately depend not on the tri- 
al of subordinate actors like 
Dusan Tadic, but on the arrest 
of the accused masterminds of 
the Bosnian genocide, in par- 
ticular Ratko Mladic and 
Radovan Karadzic.” 

The group urged President 
BQl Clinton and other leaders 
to “summon the political 
courage to ensure that Nato 
troops arrest and surrender in- 
dictees.” If they don't, “this first 
effort at an international system 
of justice since Nuremberg and 
Tbkyo will fafl." 

The Serbian and Bosnian 
Serb authorities have shown no 
signs of extraditing anyone to 
the United Nations court, and 
Thdic's acquittal on all nine 
counts of murder because of 
lack of evidence suggests that 
the tribunal will find it very dif- 
ficult to convict others on the 
most serious charges. 

The Foreign Office said the 
verdict marked “a further step 
in bringing to justice those re- 
sponsible for crimes against 
humanity”. 

It added that the United 
Kingdom wanted to see "all. 
those responsible for war crimes 
brought to trial in The Hague". 
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Blair and Bruton in talks to 
avert Ulster marching crisis 

in their first meeting as premiers, the Thoiseacb John Bruton will 
today urge Tonv Blair to move urgently to avert a repetition of last 
summer s disturbances arsing from Ulster marching season. 

Mr Bruton s visit will be the first, fey a foreign head of 
government since Mr Blair's arrival at Downing Street. Dublin 
sources said Mr Bruton would urge Mr Blair to act on key 
recommendations of the North report on contentious parades to 
prevent Drumcree-type unrest erupting for the third year in 
succession. The meeting follows discussions in London last night 
between the new Northern Ireland Secretary, Mo Mowlam, and 
Irish foreign minister Dick Spring. 

The two premiers will also analyse the prospects for a renewed 
IRA ceasefire and confidence-building measures to encourage the 
resumption of multi-party tails next month in the wake of the 
success of two Sinn Fein candidates. Gerry Ad ams and Martin 
McGuinness in last week’s general election. 

In a speech last night to the Oxford Union, Mr Bruton promised 
that if Republicans ‘'make good their promise to take the political 
road, the two governments will receive them at the gates of 
Stormont Buildings into inclusive talks where no topic is excluded". 
But he warned that an attempt to “half-suspend” violence or to 
“combine syntax and senitex” would not see Dublin hold up talks 
until Sinn Fein and the IRA were ready to declare a final ceasefire. 

Alan Murdoch - Dublin 

Hunt for missing boys scaled down 

The grandfather of a schoolboy drowned off the Lincolnshire coast 
at the weekend vowed yesterday to keep searching for his 
_ _ _ grandson’s two friends who are 

still missing. James Scott spoke 
after an inquest into the death 
of bis 11-year-old grandson, 
Christopher Scott (pictured), 
was opened and adjourned. Mr 
Scott said helping with the 
search was “just something I 
have got to do. I still live in this 
community and although I have 
had a tragedy myself I have got 
to do my bit”. Christopher had 
been on a bicycle ride with 
Nathan Sawyer, aged nine, and 
lan Smye, 10. It is almost 
certain that they are dead and 
police yesterday began scaling 
down the hunt for Stem. 

Matthew Brace 

Andrew Neil to edit ‘European’ 

Andrew Neil, former editor of the Sunday Times, has taken over 
the reins of the European newspaper. 

In January, 47-year-old Mr NeO became editor-in-chief of 
European Press Holdings, the company which owns and publishes 
the European , Scotsman, Scotland on Sunday and the Edinburgh 
Eivning News. 

Mr Neil has assumed day-to-day control of the European from 
next week’s issue following" the departure of the editor, Charles 
Garside, who has left the company to pursue other interests. He 
has said in the past be would like to see the weekly pan-European 
newspaper become like the Economist *wifo glamour'. 

Theatre gets £5.9m lottery grant 

A grant ot £5. 9m to Wolverhampton Grand Theatre is among 54 
projects to benefit from the latest £14m lottery handouts for the 
arts, announced today. The second largest grant is £3.7m to the 
Hanover Band Trust in Hove, Sussex, towards buying and 
refurbishing the Old Market buildings in the town. The Tricycle 
Theatre in north west London gets £2m to develop its site. 

Dissenters at peace after rescue 

The dead beneath the Dissenters* Chapel in KensaJ Green 
Cemetery, north-west London, may rest in peace again. The 
builders have gone and so have the heritage guardians who 
yesterday celebrated the success of a remarkable £525,000 rescue 
project. Built by the General Cemetery Company in 1834 for the 
use of religious conformists, the Grade n*-liked chapel fell into 
decay after the Second World War and in 1991 was designated by 
English Heritage as a “building at risk”. 

The two-year project was funded by English Heritage, the 
Historic Chapels Trust, North Kensington City Challenge and the 
Heritage Lottery Fund. 

Stephen Goodwin 

Harold Best: An apology 

In an article in last Fridays edition we incorrectly stated that 
Harold Best, the new Labour MP for Leeds North, had been a 
member of the Communist party. We accept that Mr Best has 
never been a member of the Communist party and are happy to set 
the record straight. 
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Fulling 'pdwei’ nrflfi Etement director Luc Besson with actress MiBa Jovovfcti (Photograph: Brian timris) 



T he 50th Cannes Festival began yesterday just as 
the scriptwriter ordered - with fete flying as pho- . 
tographars Jostled to snap Bruce WQIfs, the star 
of the opening film, The fifth Element. 

Meanwhile, new arrivals in town gazsd with aston- 
ishment at the blue bubble-shaped object parked by 
the harbour - not, as it happens, a passing spaceship, 
but foe yemie for last nigh# s opening party. 

Oameshasealdocri been associated with good taste, : 
but weri by fts own Sub-Babyipnian standards, foe vast 
mural which hangs over foe entrance to foe Palais Du. 
Cinema is a shocker - two' gigantic golden palms ei- 
ther side of a red stairway on which stand various stick- 
like luminaries in evening dress, -apparently famous- 
figures from festivals past, botall solrkfistirtctly drawn * 
as to be unrecognisable. 

' The Image of the golden palm is an over town. It 

flmrwghfare.theCroisetia ItfcfsteniSled into the pave- 
ment ft.is in every shop window. There are already ; 
reports of memento hunters shimmying up flagpoles 
in an attempt topurtoin the pennants.. 

. The little seaside town has now undergone Its usu- 
aJ opening day metamorphosis into mini-police state. 

. The Croisette is cordoned off. Gendarmes stand at 
every aimer,; checking i press passes.? 

In the back streets, rich old ladies, out walking their 


poodles, scowl atthe strangers whoVe descended on 
their home town in record numbers. 

Despite festival director GiHes Jacob's assertions 
to foe contrary, Cannes is simply a celebration of the 
art of cinema. It's one of foe film world's biggest mar- 
kets and Hisalso an ojaportunity for tourists, joumafets 
and photographers to gawp at stars and starlets. 

As expected, there is more g&tter than ever fois yeac 
Michael Jackson is due In town tonight for a midnight 
screening of his 40-miriute spectaadar,' Ghosts. ... 

•.TheSptae Girts arrivetomonowto promote their forth- 
coming film and, ho doubt, show off their Union Jack- 
underwear. 

Johnny Depp will be on foe Croisette, promoting his 
directorial debut, The Brave, in which Marion Brando 
co-stars. It is a daik film with a dark history. In late 1993, 
Adz Ghazal,' the director originally pencilled in to' 
-make foe movie killed his ex-wife and daughter be- 
fore shooting himself. 

: It is too early to predict where this year's prizes wffl 
be going, but foe buzz surrounding foe two British films 
in competition, Michael Winterbottom's We/come To 
Sarajevo and Gary Oldman’s South London psy- 
chodrama, Nil By Mouth, suggests that foe prospects 
of a second consecutive Palme D'Or (alter Secrets and 
Lies iastyear) aren't as far-fetched as they first seemed. 

Geoffrey Macnab 


THE INDEPENDENT ABROAD 

Austria .. 

. .ScMO fflanos . . 

..FT5.00 

OVERSEAS SGBSQUPTTONS 

Wen m .. 

. .BFriM IB V 

.IA50Q 

to mal. 13 weefct Europe £110.76; Zone 1 (Matts 

Canante .. 

■PTS3Q0 Madera . 

. Esc325 

East America. Africa and Intel £134.08: Zone 2 (Far 

CJwjS ... 

.CO.20 Mala ... 

-S3 cents 

East and AuswteJa J206.7Q. lb Mat please smd 

Denmark.. 

. .Dlaia Murray. . 

. . Nkr20 

deque payable to Mnsortsimoiaanal Mate Savces 

iirehRen .. 

. . .45p HortugjJ . 

.ESC325 

Ud B 43 Htanxu London E14 SIR o> tsephone 0171- 

France ... 

. . Jtl4 Spam . . . 

.PB300 

53883S1. Owtt cads welcome. 

Germany .. 

.DNU.5 Sweden. . 

. . Skr 21 

BACK ISSUES 

Greece . . . . 

..[>550 SanZBtrH 

Sir J .00 

Back. Kues of He MfepenAn are awBaMe (rone 

LmemfXJure 

...LF60 USA 

..$3.00 

Krsawc tE*epr>ong 01988 840370. 

' / •• ’’ ’ ' 

r" - 


Read j -, 

THE INDEPENDENT 


online every day on AOL : 


Call 0800 376 5376 


for FREE software.— quote '‘independent” 


Millionaires 
fight for place 
in the sun 


A British businessman leading a 
super-rich group battling to avoid 
being thrown off a Caribbean 
island vowed yesterday to stay put 
until the fight was won. 

Several millionaires, including 
supermarket giants Lord and Lady 
Sainsbury, as well as author Ken 
Foiled and his wife Barbara (right), 
the new Labour MP, own exclusive 
retreats at Jumby Bay, off the 
coast of Antigua. 

Their homes, which they bought 
from American owners Arawak for 
more than £1m, depend on the 
island's hotel for their fresh water 
and electricity. And Arawak wants 
to dose foe 39-bedroom hotel, 
where rooms cost up to £1,700 a 
night, because it Is unprofitable. 

Members of foe Jumby Bay 
Club, to which foe home owners 
belong, say the owners have a 
contractual duty to provide them 
with facilities. 

The case was yesterday taken 
to the Antiguan High Court in St 
John's, where the residents are 
opposing .foe closure plan. 

Mr Justice Kenneth Benjamin 
granted them a temporary 
injunction requiring the firm to 
keep the resort open until a final 
judgment expected next Monday. 

The British businessman leading 



foe fight 62-year-old Peter Swann, 
said afterwards: “We are confident 
of victory and were heartened by 
the decision." He said only three 
people were left on foe island - 
himself, wife Patricia and neighbour 
Roland Franklin, a former lieutenant 
of Sir James Goldsmith. “Most 
people have left because the 
situation is so unsure but we are 
going to stay put" said Mr Swann. 

The home owners, who paid up 
to £47,000 for Jumby Club 
membership on top of the £1m 
cost of building plots, are applying 
for a receiver to manage foe hotel. 

Mr Swann argued foe resort was 
not running at a loss and that the 
owners had a hidden motive for 
shutting it down - such as forcing 
out the club members before 
opening up again with more power 
and influence. 


Peking jails abbot 
over reincarnation 
of Tibetan lama 

it is almost exactly two years since 
foe exiled Dalai Lama infuriated 
Peking by anointing six-year-old 
Gendun Choekyi Nyima as the 
reincarnation of the Panchen 
Lama, foe second holiest figure in 
foe Tibetan religious hierarchy. 

The little boy and his parents 
have not been seen since, after 
being taken into “safe custody " by 
foe Chinese, who subsequently 
chose Gyaindn Norbu, 6, as foe 
11th Panchen Lama. He Is now 
undergoing intensive training at 
Tashilhunpo, central Tibet, under 
Peking-appointed tutor monks. 

Nor, until yesterday, had there 
been official news about the man in 
charge of Peking's search for the 
Lama - Chadrei Rinpoche, then 
acting abbot at Tashilhunpo. He was 
detained in May 1995, days after the 
Dalai Lama named Gendun. 

Only now has the Xinhua news 
agency announced that, at a secret 
trial last month, Chadrei Rinpoche 
was sentenced to six years in jail for 
allegedly passing information on 
Peking's search to the Dalai Lama. 
Two of foe abbot's aides were also 
jailed; Xinhua said the three had 
“committed the crime of splitting the 
country". Most Tibetans believe 
Gedhun is the true reincarnation. 

Teresa Poole 



TOURISM 

Strong pound deterring 
European visitors 

r ur rvncy differences are Stemming the flow of European tourists 
to Britain, it was revealed yesterday. 1 

The strong pound meant the number of West era European j 

visitors to the UK in the first two months of 1997 fell 5 per cent 
compared with Januaiy-Eebruaty 1996. 

The dip, after many months of increases, meant the total 
number of overseas visitors fell slightly from just over 3 muhon m 
Januaiy-Ffebiuaiy 1996 to 2.99 million, according to the Office tor 
National Statistics. “The pound’s strength has had some effect. 
Short-break business has dearly been affected by fluctuations in 
exchange rates,” said a British Tourist Authority spokeswoman. 
However, the number of North American visitors - traditionally 
the biggest spenders -.rose 11 per cent in the first two months of 
the year to around 480,000. This helped bring total overseas visitor 
spending to about £139bn, roughly the same as in 1996. . » 

HEALTH 

‘Delhi belly’ blight for holidaymakers 

Holidaymakers are still falling fond of “Delhi belly*' and other 
similarly named exotic ailments on their travels, according to a 
Consumers’ Association survey yesterday. 

Apart from China, India is the destination where tourists are 
most Ukeiy to be ill. Holiday Which? magazine found. The survey of 
more than 20,000 readers showed that 38 per cent of vi sitors to 
China and 35 per cent of those who go to India became unwell, 
mainly with stomach problems. The next most risky destinations 
were Egypt, Morocco and Thrkey where 32 per cent of visitors fell . 
ilL followed by Indonesia (31 per cent), Kenya, Mexico and 
Thailand (all 27 per cent). Places where fewest people suffered 
sickness were Denmark and Corsica (2 per cent), followed by . _ , 
H u ng ary; Finland and Slovenia (3 per cent). 



SCIENCE 

Progress on anti-cancer vaccine 

Scientists have synthesised a potential anti -cancer vaccine by 
assembling a carbohydrate molecule from chemical “building 
blocks’*. 

Ceils of many tumours have distinctive antigens - proteins that 
trigger an immune reaction - on their surfaces. It has long been 
known that these antigens could be used therapeutically anti- 
cancer vaccines. But isolating them in usefiiffy large quantities is 
difficult Now a t eam from the Sloan-Kettering Institute for Cancer 
Research in New York believe they may have created an artificial 
anti-cancer vaccine. The science journ al N ature, which published . 
the research, said: “Synthetic cell-free KH-1 antigen could be used 
as a harmless, cell-free way to prime the immune system against 
tumours, in the same way that vaccination with a viral or bacterial ■ 
protein fragment can protect against Infectious disease.” 

ASTRONOMY 

Galactic halo springs surprise 

Astronomers have been left perplexed by observations of a dark - 
matter “halo” around another galaxy that has deepened one of the . 
universe’s biggest mysteries. . 

Astronomers have recently detected substantia] haloes of dark . I 
matter around galaxies, which signify their presence by the - 

gravitational effect they have on visible stars and gas embedded. 
within them. But a study of one of these haloes yielded a surprise, : c 
according to a report in the science journal Nature. A team of • 
researchers at the Space and Environment Technology Center, Los. _ 
Angeles, found that the spectra, or light wavelengths, of near- 
infrared emissions from the halo indicated “a very peculiar spectral £ 
energy distribution, which cannot be explained by any current ■ £ 
models of stellar populations”. The halo appeared to be populated j- 
with relatively young stars as well as a large number of low-mass 
stars - the opposite of what would have been expected. 

MEDICINE 


Concern over eye surgery benefits 

One in six people having laser treatment to correct short right fails 
to gain normal vision as a result of the operation, experts say. 
Studies show 15 per cent of patients still have to wear glasses after 
the operation and 3-4 per cent suffer more serious side effects. 

Demand for laser eye surgery has grown as the price has fallen 
from around f 1500 per eye two years ago to under £400 today. 
About 10,000 people In Britain are expected to undergo foe 
treatment this year. An investigation for the Channel 4 series. 
Health Alert, ro be shown tonight, found no eye'-surgeon in Britain 
who had undergone foe procedure.- Jeremy Laurence 


<£> 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recyded paper made up 4L2% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 


Effective treatment for the greenhouse effect, 



Young trees in managed forests can absorb 1.47 kilopanw of CO, for every Kilo of timber they produce, so 
helping offset the greenhouse effect. Another reason why timber is the ecologically friendly choice for building. 


Hi Think Wood 

71 if Timber Trade Federation. 26-17 Oxettdm Street. London sun 4F.L. 
http://www.ctf.Co.uk 
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be considered as classi c l mu- 
sic. Bui Andrew Lloyd Webber 
cab not 

This year songs by John 
Ldnnon and Paul McCartney 
win be sung at the Proms for the 
fiik time. And yesierday the 
Proms director. Nicholas Keny- 
on, who is also head of BBC Ra- 
dip 3, said he had made the 
deicision to include Lennon 
ajojd McCartney at classica] mu- 
skj’s premier international fes- 
tival in an attempt to broaden 
tht classical repertory. 

!But in a surprising put-down 
of. Lord Lloyd-Webber, Mr 
Kenyon said he believed the 
most commercially successful 
cojmposer in the world still had 
“a; little way to go” before en- 
tering the repertory. However, 
thp late Frank Zappa, a former 
wijd man of rock, will have mu- 
sid featured at this year’s Proms. 

lord Lloyd-Webber, who has 
long considered himself a com- 
poser of opera, reacted diplo- 
matically to Mr Kenyon’s 
remarks last night 
{He said: “I'm a great sup- 
porter of the Proms since hav- 
ing first visited the- Proms when 
I was three years old, when tak- 
en by my father, who was the di- 
rector" of the Royal' College of 
Music across the road. And I 
would be thrilled if one day ray 
music would be performed 
there.” 

Mr Kenyon said of this year’s 
programme: “Lennon and Mc- 
Cartney’s songs are now the 
classics of our day because they 
haive survived absolutely con- 
tinuously as music that people 
listen to, respond to and love, 
arid bave done for over 30 
years. 

!“In their way they have es- 
tablished themselves as as sig- 
nificant as any other composer 


He added: “Lennon and Mc- 
Cartney can be compared with 
Gershwin. I wouldn’t be sur- 
prised if people questioned my 
judgement but we are robust 
about this. It is music that a 
Proms audience will respond to. 
I want to show that the reper- 
tory can broaden itself ana re- 
fresh itself." 

Beatles songs including “Pen- 
ny Lane", “Eleanor Rigby", 
“PH Follow the Sun" and “Hon- 
ey Pie" will be sung by the King's 
Singers at a Prom in July. 

And in a further widening of 
the repertory, a composition by 
Zappa will be played. 

Excerpts from Zappa's “The 
Yellow Shark" win also be heard 
at the Royal Albert Hall on Sun- 
day 20 July. 

Abo at the lighter end of the 
spectrum there is a celebration 
concert for John Dankworth 
and Cleo Laine. 

However, the classical music 
establishment's embrace is not 
being offered to all Britain’s 
world-famous popular com- 
posers. Mr Kenyon said that 
Lord Lloyd Webber did not 
come under the classical um- 
brella, and he could not foresee 
his music being played at the 
Proms. 

“I think Lloyd Webber’s got 
a little way to go," said Mr Keny- 
on. “before he establishes him- 
self as someone whose music 
has permanently entered the 
repertory." 

. Available this year is a spe- 
cial CD with music choices 
from celebrities including the 
tennis star Tim Henman and the 
actor Bob Hoskins. 

Mr Kenyon said: “The CD is 
intended to encourage those less 
familiar with classical music to 
give the Proms a try." The CD 
is presented by the sports pre- 


it 


Classical leanings: The Beatles rehearsing with an orchestra in 1967 for the global transmission of All you Need I s Love 


Masterpiece or Muzak: how do they score? 


Photograph: Rex Features 
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ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER 
He ceases to be classical 
each time Ns private jet lands 
at Heathrow. His work counts 
as classical in America and 
Ireland, but not in Britain. His 
music Is being played at this 
year's Irish Proms. His Re- 
quiem won him an American 
award as best classical con- 
temporary musician. He class- 
es his musicals as operas. 


MIKE OLDFIELD 
By Leonard Bernstein's 
definition, the composer of the 
1973 hit Tubular Bells is up 
there with Brahms and 
Beethoven. From glockenspiel 
to the “two slightly distorted 
guitars” announced on the 
album, Oldfield also played all 
the Instruments himself. 


MIC HAH. NYMAN 

The composer of the score for 
the film The Piano Is hovering 
on the edges of classical 
recognition. However, he has 
one claim to eligibility that nei- 
ther Kenyon nor Bernstein 
noted in their definitions. His 
■ compositions deal with death, „ 
a defining aspect of classical 
music, and almost never of 
pop music. 


GEORGE GERSHWIN 
Porgy and Bess has been per- 
formed at Gfyndeboumeand 
the Royal Opera House. But an 
even better tribute to his classi- 
cal status came from Ravel 
when Gershwin asked him for 
music lessons in Paris. "How 
much do you earn?” asked 
RaveL Gershwin told him. T 
should be taking lessons from 
you," Ravel replied. 


MARIANNE FAfTHFULL 

She complained officially to 
chart compiers that her record- 
fog of KiFt Weffl cabaret songs 
was excluded from the classical 
charts. A classical crossover 
chart has now been established 
to accommodate her and simi- 
lar anomalies. But participation 
in the 1968 Rolling Stones 
RockTi’Roli Circus rules her out 
of ftiH classical status- 


THE SPICE GIRLS 
Mr Kenyon might expect prom- 
enaders to boogie to Frank 
Zappa, but Mel B and chums 
leave him cold. “The Spice 
Girts have a mountain to climb 
before they show they have 
the staying power," he says. 
Their musical response is Rke- 
ly to be either a broadening of 
their repertoire or ahead butt 
for the Proms director. 


senter, Desmond Lynam. A. proms on Radio 3. Classical mu- 
speoal focus this year will be on sic, says Mi Kenyon, is music 


the folk-inspired music of clas- 
sical composers, including 
works by Chopin, Bartok and 
Brahms. There will also be 
works by Benjamin Britten. 

The series of daily concerts 
will run from Friday 18 July to 
Saturday 13 September. For 
the first time there will be af- 
ternoon repeats of many of the 


“that reflects the ever broader 
range thatclasskal performers 
play." 

The late Leonard Bernstein, 
composer of Hferf Side Story, de- 
fined it as the only music where 
the composer alone determines 
the nature of every note that is 
played. 

Leading article, .page 17 
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Birds of a Feather knock 
Panorama off its perch 


Biggest Specialist 



W >■ -f. 
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•; Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent 

The BBC is courting controversy 
by moving its flagship current af- 
fairs programme Panorama per- 
rahnentiy to a later time to 
make way for a ratings-boosting 
*. situation comedy. 

.from 2 June, Panorama will 
move to 10pm on Monday 
nighS while its current 9 JO slot 
is -replaced by a new series of 
Birds of a Feather. 

■The BBC denied that the 
move signals a downgrading in 
its commitment to current affairs 
arid but it does admit that it has 
bejen losing the battle for ratings 
otfaMonday nights. It daims the 
more should boost Panorama^ s 
ratings as well as the whole 
charmers evening’s audience; 
Mark Thompson, acting cont- 
' roflepof BBC 1, said: “We want 
to strengthen and broaden BBC 
l’s Monday-night line-up. Pan- 
orama has a well-earned repu- 
-.tatiefa for powerful and highly 
’ relevant journalism. Both it and 
the kbie O'clock News 'should 
. • benefit from these changes. . 
. Panorama, which has been. 



Flying high: Linda Robson, Lesley Joseph and Pauline Quirke 


running for 44 years, has been 
in its present 9 JO slot for 12 
years. Its average viewing figures 
last year were 43 million. The 
BBC claims that Panorama al- 
ready gets 1 million extra view- 
ers from ITV for the last ten 
minutes of Panorama when 
Newsatlkn starts. 

'News at Ten itself has been at 


the' centre of a controversy about 
the importance of current affairs 
in an increasingly competitive 
broadcasting environment 
John Major, the toen prime 
minister, intervened in 1993 to 
prevent ITV from moving News 
at Ten to an earlier dot ITV still 
wants to move the programme 
so that it can run the more 


highly raring movies without 
being interrupted by the news. 

ITV now drops its docu- 
mentary strand World in Action 
during summer months and 
has virtually committed the 
programme to a ratings grave- 
yard by putting it up against 
EastEnders at 8pm rather than 
in a later, more valuable, slot 

Situation comedies ate in- 
creasingly moving into more 
“serious" time slots after 9pm. 
Mai Behaving Badly succeeded 
in this riot while factual pro- 
grammes like Inside Story , 
Crunewatch UK and QED have 
been moved to 10pm over 
recent years. 

“Other factual programmes 
bave done well when they have 
moved to this time,” said Steve 
Hewlett, editor of Panorama ." 

The programme has already 
tried to toori its ratings by mov- 
ing away from long stucno dis- 
cussions and the so-called 
■ Birrian analysis, to more human 
stories. One report last year at- 
tracted headlines by presenting 
research that working mothers 
were harming their children’s ed- 
ucation by not staying at home, 
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Hedgehog barbeque leaves sour taste 



C tarfr Gamer ■ ■■ . - 

-Aniial-welfare campaigners 

- are feeling prickly about Che 
prospect of a hedgehog-eating 

arranged by Gypsies. Fbr 
... £12J)0 members of the public 
7 . aremyited to the open-air Ro- 
. mar* barbeque, wherftl^ey 
favour the gourmet Gypsy 
„ . recipe for roast hedgehog mar- 

- inat|d in honey* 

Gypsy leader Bartley Gor- 
: -inanffears the traditional Gyp-. 

sy tfish tiaafellenhyriie waj^ide' 

*" : . and is selling tickets for the day; 


bakedftuze-pig festival, which 
is being held at Uttoxeter, 
Staffordshire,, on 5 July, in an 
effort to revive the delicacy. 

Butif the Hedgehog Preser- 
vation Society has Its way, Mr 
Gorman will' M to get the 
evenl.off the ground. 

' Adrian Cole, founder of the 
society, is launching a --cam- 
paign, backed by Derbyshire 
. WBdlife Trust, to ban the bar- 
beque. “It is disgusting and de- 
ptorablethat human beings will 
stoop .so Tow^as to go around 
-purposefully • killing a native •- 


wfld animal like "the hedge- 
hog,”. he said yesterday. “They 
are 1 , on the decline already 
. thanks to man grubbing up ail 
their hedges and building mo- 
torways and other things over 
their natural habitats." 

Elaine Brewery, who runs a 
hedgehog sanctuary from the 
village post office in Authorpe, 
near Louth, Lincolnshire, said: 
“It’s ... tragic that the £1250 
they are chargm| to eat barbe- 
cued hedgehogs is whai it costs 
ns on average to treat injured 
Hedgehogs in our wikflifo hos- 


pital and return them, fully re- 
stored, to the wild, sometimes 
after months of treatment.” 

Mr Gorman, a former bare- 
knuckle fighter from Wood 
Lane, Uttoxeter, retorted: 
“What abont all the rabbits 
and pigeons that find their way 
on to our tables, even in restau- 
rants? 

"1 don’t see why there should 
be so much fuss, particularly 
when you see hundreds of 
hedgehogs killed on our roads 
every year and no one bats an 
eyeh'd.” - 


’ -fc. 




Offer Is subi 


to status, availability and connection to a Vodafone QSM tariff at £35.00 Inc VAT on a new number to a new 
airtime contract. Offer is not available In conjunction with any other offers. Offer ends 31st May >1997, IM 





TWrrRSDAYS MAY 1997 • THIS INDEPENDENT 


news 


t 

Fertility fears over tin can 



Nick Schoon 

Brussels 

A mass-produced chemical 
which lines the inside of tin 
can harm male babies as they 
develop in the womb, an em- 
bryologist told a conference 
yesterday. 

The chemical, called bisphe- 
noi A. is one of 60 known “gen- 
der-bender" substances - 
chemicals which can mimic nat- 


ra^Dy-occurring hormones and 
which a growing number of sci- 
entists believe are affecting 
wildlife and humans, causing 31- 
ness and putting fertility at risk. 

Professor Frederick vom 
Saal, of the University of Mis- 
souri, said his studies on mice 
and on human cells kept alive 
in test tubes had convinced 
him the intake of bisphenol A 
that people received in a nor- 
mal western diet could harm 


developing male embryos. 

He found that when very low 
concentrations were given to 
pre gnant mice, their male young 
had a permanently enlarged 
prostate gland and a 20per cent 
drop in sperm counts when they 
matured. His laboratory and 
three others had also demon- 
strated that the chemical caused 
a hormonal response in cul- 
tured human breast tissue cells. 

In the foetus, the great ma- 


jority of naturally-occurring oe- 
strogen molecules circulating in 
the blood are attached to pro- 
teins and as such are unable to 
enter cells. But. said Professor 
vom Saal, “We found that 
bisphenol can bypass this 
barrier system." 

He pointed out that the 
proslate gland sighted just be- 
yond the bladder, was “the 
most diseased organ in the hu- 
man body" with most elderly 


men experiencing some prob- 
lems. Anything affecting the em- 
bryo which enlarged the 
developing prostate more then 
normal should be avoided, he 
said. 

“We now have an animal 
srudy which shows that at the 
level found in our food, bisphe- 
nol A win have an impact an the 
male foetus ... it has to be per- 
ceived as a potential risk, es- 
pecially to pregnant and breast 


feeding women and their 
babies.” he said. 

As well as being used in can 

linings, the chemical is a build- 
ing block in a common plastic, 
polycarbonate, found in com- 
pact discs. It is also used as a 
sealant in dentistry. Professor 
vom Saal attacked some chem- 
icals and manufacturing com- 
panies fbr refusing to tell health 
researchers whai chemicals they 

use in their plastics. “Tupper- 


ware told me we do not release 
ihis information to the public." 

He was one of several scien- 
tists miking to a conference or- 
ganised "by the Global 
Legislators' Organisation for a ' 
Balanced Environment and the 
Worldwide Fond For Nature. It 
was attended by MEP5 and 
parliamentarians from several 
continents but no British MPs. 

Many environmentalists see 
svntheuc chemicals which in- 


terfere with hormone 
during the embryonic dey@_ 
merit of humans and animal 
species as a major green issue 
which will come to rival glob&l 
wanning in importance. <" ■ 

They believe the substances 
are to blame for rising rates of 
testicular cancer, falling spenp 
counts and an increase of 
cases, of. malformed, udder-, 
sized penises and unc 
testicles. 
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Bridgewater 
convictions 
were unsafe 


None of convictions for which 
the Bridgewater Four were 
jailed was safe, the prosecution 
admitted yesterday. 

Jeremy Roberts QC. for the 
Crown, told the Court of Ap- 
peal that its approach to the 
case had been completely al- 
tered by the finding of fresh ev- 
idence on 6 February this year 
which showed that police had 
forged one of the confessions. 

Michael Hickey, 35, his 
cousin Vincent Hickey, 42, and 
James Robinson. 63. spent 18 
years in prison after being jailed 
for life for the murder of 13- 
year-old Carl Bridgewater at 
Yew Tree Farm, near Stour- 
bridge, West Midlands. A 
fourth man, Patrick MoUoy, 
died in jail in 1981 while serv- 
ing a 12-year sentence for 
manslaughter. 

Mr Roberts said that “it could 
now be seen" that Mr MoUoy 
“was tricked into making a con- 
fession statement by being 
shown a forged document pur- 
porting to be a statement signed 
by Vincent Hickey. In these 
circumstances Mr Malloy’s con- 
fession statement and later con- 
fessions were inadmissible in 
evidence against him." 

He said all the confessions 
were “tainted by the continuing 
trick played upon him”. 

“Without Mr Molloy s con- 
fession there was no case 
against him. If what is now 
known had been known at the 
lime. Mr MoUoy would not 
have been in the dock at all. 

“The trick practised on Mr 
MoUoy must have had a veiy 


substantial impact on the cas- 
es of the other three such as we 
cannot invite the court to treat 
their convictions as safe." 

Mr Roberts said that where 
the conviction of one defendant 
has been “improperly ob- 
tained". the “inevitable conse- 
quence" must be that the 
convictions of co-defendants 
must be quashed as weU. 

He said the evidence ob- 
tained by the deception of Mr 
MoUoy “must have had a*pow- 
erful prejudicial affect" on the 
other three "so that we cannot 
properly submit that the jury 
would have convicted them". 

"If the truth about the trick 
had been known in 1979." none 
of the confession evidence 
would have been put before the 
court and Mr MoUoy would not 
have been in the dock. 

In 1990. the comparatively 
new ESDA technique for foren- 
sic analysis of documents was 
used to test Mr Molloy's con- 
fession statement. Impressions 
were found of □ statement ap- 
parently made earUer on paper 
which would have been lying on 
top of the paper used for the 
MoUoy confession. The impres- 
sions were of handwriting bear- 
ing the name and signature of 
Vincent Hickey. The signature 
was “dearly a forgery", it was al- 
leged. Michael Hickey and the 
two others were granted ball by 
the Court of Appeal in Febru- 
ary. The judges. Lord Justice 
Roch, Mr Justice Hidden and Mr 
Justice Mitchell, are also asked 
to quash Mr MoDqy's convicoon. 

The case continues today. 
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Best barro none: Players from Wembley FC, of the lets League, and English National Ballet dancers go through their paces in Kensington, London, yesterday in a test for ,thie 
Watchdog HeatthCheck programme which found that footballers are fitter than dancers, while dancers showed more poise and agility Photograph: Edward Sykes 


Tourist rape gang leader detained for 12 years 


Louise Jury 


The 14-year-old ringleader of 
the vidous gang rape of an Aus- 
trian tourist was yesterday sen- 
tenced to 12 years’ detention. 

Adrian Henry, of Finsbury 


Park, north London, was told by 
Sir Lawrence Vemey, the 
Recorder of London: “You and 
they showed no mercy, and 
you cannot now expect that 
mercy will be shown to you." 

The judge expressed amaze- 


Mi. MERCURY 


ft: CABLE & WIRELESS 



CALL CANAPA ON 5UNPAY5 
FOR JUST IOp PER MINUTE ANP YOU WONT GET 
LUMBEREP WITH A BIG BILL. 



Call Canada on 3 selected Sundays 
this summer, talk for five minutes 
or more and all it will cost is a 
ridiculously low IOp per minute. The 1st lune. the 
6ch July and the 24th August are the dates to 
remember. But of course, it's not only on selected 
days that you make great savings. Wich Mercury 


SmartCall you can enjoy savings of at least 20% on 
all international calls every day of the year. So call 
Mercury now. Just think. Canada for IOp per minute. 
A small 3-mount-eh? 

Mercury SmartCall 

FreeCall 0500 500 366 


quote ref RSINDSL 

Price* and mrines eorrM osar I May 1997. xvmparcd aaaiust BT \ /wo.- »•„ ... , , , . 

nine ai unbends. StnartCall is available f or ' M,/i "{* m,n,,rfc * n ‘™- *l' m » *» ^days and any 

’ -> n v £-■'* AU wflj subject to a 5j» tonneaum (harp. All pruts i, K . IXE 



ment that Henry, who is 6ft lins 
tall and weighs 17 stone, could 
still insist that the first act of 
intercourse with the woman 
was with her consent. 

She had been lifted off the 
ground by the gang, stripped, as- 
saulted and then held down on 
the ground for the attack near 
Kings Cross, London, last Sep- ’ 
tember. Afterwards she was 
thrown in a canal “How you can 
possibly imagine, if you do, 
that a woman who hadbeen so 
treated was agreeing to have 
sexual intercourse with you is 
beyond understanding," the 
judge said. 

He added that the victim 
identified Henry as one of those 
who helped to push her into the 
canal, having heard her say 


that she could not swim. 

Sir Lawrence said he had tak- 
en into consideration Henry’s 
age. “But the victim's account 
made it dear that, although the 
youngest of all. you are to be 
treated as a leader of your 
gang." Last month, the other 
seven youths involved were sen- 
tenced to between 10 and 12 
years' detention. 

The judge, who had lifted an 
order that Henry could not be 
named, said the teenager 
should remain under supervi- 
sion for the whole period of his 
sentence. 

Henry pleaded guilty to rape 
only as his trial was due to start 
A report indicated that he 
pleaded because of lie strength 
of the evidence aga i nst him. but 


that he had no realisation of the 
awfulness of what he had done. 

However. Sir Lawrence said 
the sentence was two years 
shorter than it would otherwise 
have been because of the plea. 
The 33-year-old woman still had 
to give evidence because another 
gang member denied rape. 

At the time of the offence, 
Henry was in care and on bail 
for robbery, for which he was 
due to be ’sentenced on Mon- 
day. Scientific examination of 
his clothing revealed the 
womans blood on his jacket and 
T-shirt, he said. 

Michael Cogan. for the de- 
fence. said Henry would have 
liked to have had the opportu- 
nity ro apologise ro the victim. 

The teenager had always 


been ashamed of bis size, . . 
which had placed a burden on — 
him. he added. “He mixes with _ .. 
people older than him and has_ . ; ,... 
to live up to their age. To a - . 
large extent he lives in a fan- • 
tasy world." 

The former husband of the 
victim watched the proceedings 
from the pu blic gaileiy witlj an 
interpreter. The woman, left 
him after be blamed her for the ' 
attack. He has since said, he 
regretted his behaviour. . 

The judge also ordered that 
the identity of two more of the 
gang can now be revealed. They 
are: Timothy Davies, 17, 'and 
Colville Angol, 18. both “of Is- 
lington, north London.’ who 
each received 11 . -years last 
month. ' .* 
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Tonetone and the 
fresh-faced kids 

take over the club 


G reat democracies en- 
ioy such pictures as 
inis: a large room 
' contains the press of flesh, 
serge trouser hard alongside 
trailing skirt, one's nose un- 
der another’s armpit, an 
open mouth here, a finger 
waved aloft there, women of 
destiny, men of fashion, 
knots of anxious faces in the 
background; the whole vivid 
canvas alive with the noisy 
movement of the people's 
representatives. . 

. . . In France the paintin g is 
entitled The meeting in the 
tennis court at I ersai/les , 

J7S9, and it depicts the cre- 
ators - abbes , deputies and 
'dlizens - of the Revolution 
meeting and arguing long 
■before the Terror comes, and 
some of the infant Jacobins 
-depicted turn executioners. 


6 Crushed, 

;£ ■ they mutter 
■ ! that they will 
be back, but do 
• not really 
believe it 9 


while others (usually older 
and better dressed) become 
executees. The American 
..version - more staid - is of 
the founding fathers busy 
founding. In the foreground 
-Jefferson sits writing the new 
constitution with a sharp- 
ened quiO. while Washington 
and others variously 
- declaim, proclaim and 
spectate. 

Now let us in Britain add 
to that list For we too have 
a revolutionary scene worthy 
of an epic artist; this to be 
entitled Electing the Speaker 
May 7th, 1997. But even be- 
fore a brush is wielded or a 
colour mixed, the raw math- 

■ ematics tells much of the 
story; three-fifths of Conser- 
vative MPs either retired or 

’ gone in the Great Cull; 260 
new members present, most 
of them Labour, many of 
them women. 

So, occupying barely one 
quarter of the unfamiliar 
Opposition benches, sit or 
stand the sad remnants of a 
defunct dynasty. With what 

■ sullen looks they contem- 
plate the seats where once 
they - and their departed 


comrades - made comfort- 
able camp. 

Like old, crusty men eject- 
ed from their favourite arm- 
chairs in an exclusive 
(though decrepit) gentle- 
men's dub, they resent or 
lament the loss of the best 
place by the fire, of fart- 
strewn comers, of first 
choice of the periodicals and 
first pick of the cigars. 
Crushed, they mutter that 
they will be back, hut they 
do not really believe it. 

The awful truth, as they 
can now see. is that the 
kindergarten has taken over 
die smoking room. For, frol- 
icking, chattering and smil- 
ing all over the old haunts, 
arc gangs of fresh-faced kids. 
Deckeaout in their party 
frocks - their hair hnl- 
liantined - these children 
overflow up the aisles, down 
the corridors, occupy the 
balconies, sit on one anoth- 
er's knees, lean against each 
other and laugh innocent 
laughs. 

Student leaders joke with 
journalists, young women 
giggle with young men! 

There is no containing them. 
When the food is finally 
served, what a glorious mess 
there will be! 

In front of these innocents 
- the only man with space 
around hun - is the spunky 
guy who knocked open the 
gates, barged past the sur- 
prised porters and led the 
little ones into the room. 
They idolise him, for he is 
himself the stuff of their 
storybook fantasies: lone- 
tone the boy Prime Minister. 
Tonetone, aided by his trusty 
sidekicks (that kind but iras- 
cible old seadog. Captain 
Prescott, the eccentric but 
brilliant Professor Cookulus 
and - of course - a clever lit- 
tle snow-white dog called 
Peter), is about to set off on 
great adventures: Iboetone 
and the Minimum Wage: 
Tonetone in Europe; lone- 
tone and the Seven Pillars of 
a Decent Society. 

In high spirits they elect as 
Speaker a nice, motherly 
lady called Betty, and listen 
to all the speeches, and whis- 
per to each other about what 
an odd place this is, and how 
-given time - they wifl do 
dungs very differently to 
those whose mouldy smells 
still ding to the upholstery. 
But they forget that - once 
upon a time - their wizened, 
feeble opponents were also 
children, and smiled and 
chattered. 



Tongue in cheek: Tony Blair is surrounded by some of the 101 victorious female Labour MPs on the steps of Church House in Westminster, central London, yesterday 

Europe is banking on Brown 


Sarah Helm 

Brussels 

The Government’s decision to 
surrender political control over 
the Bank of England was wel- 
comed in Brussels yesterday as 
a move to line Britain up for the 
single currency. Although most 
analysts still believe it is unlikely 
Britain could be ready to join 
in the first wave, should it so 
choose, it is now, at least, be- 
coming possible. 

Many analysts in Europe 
think the move to give the 
Bank freedom was as much 
about easing the path to a sin- 
gle currency as it was about con- 
trol of the domestic economy, 
but that it was portrayed in 
terms of the latter to ease its 
consumption. Alexandre Lam- 
falussy, president of the Euro- 
pean Monetary Institute, 
forerunner of the European 
central bank, called it “music to 
my ears." He told the European 
Parliament the reforms consti- 
tuted “a major step towards 
meeting the independent cri- 
teria for monetary union." 

News yesterday that Sir 
David Simon, chairman of BP 
and a strong single-currency 
supporter, had been made min- 
ister for trade and competi- 
tiveness in Europe, added to 
speculation in Brussels about 
the new government’s intentions 
towards the euro. 

Announring the reforms on 
Tuesday. Gordon Brown, the 
Chancellor, said they were de- 
sirable for domestic reasons, 
and were unrelated to the sin- 
gle currency. But that is not how 
it was viewed in other European 
finance ministries or in institu- 
tions preparing for the euro. . 

Mr Brown’s fellow finance 
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ministers will have a chance to 
grill him on the Government's 
real intentions on the single cur- 
rency at a meeting in Brussels 
on Monday. If the Govern- 
ment hopes to join the first 
wave, on 1 January 1999, or 
soon after, it must move swift- 
ly. Under the Maastricht Treaty 
Britain must “notify" its part- 


ners of its intention to join the 
first wave by the end of this year. 

Perhaps the biggest single 
task Britain must perform to 
qualify is to transform the Bank 
of England into a folly inde- 
pendent central bank, one of the 
key Maastricht criteria. 


Although Mr Brown’s an- ,met many economic -conver- 
nouncement on surrendering gence criteria, an achievement 


control of interest rates does not which Mr Clarke used to pre- 
folty meet Maastricht's defini- sent as necessary “m the British 
tton of independence, it is domestic political interest” 
viewed in Brussels as a signifi- Last month the European 
cant move. Commission's economic esti- 

Under the stewardship of mates forecast Britain would 
Kenneth - Clarke, the former meet the key budget deficit cri- 
chancellor, Britain bad already teria for 1997 with eveiy other 
met many economic -conver- country apart from Italy and 
gence criteria, an achievement Greece. Questions still remain 


about whether Britain would 
have to rejoin the exchange rate 
mechanism to qualify. Mem- 
bership of the ERM is viewed 
by other member-states and 
the European Commission as 
another key criteria, although 
Britain disputes such an inter- 
pretation of the treaty. 

Joining Blair, page 20 
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Who’s who in the Labour Government 


THE CABINET 

Prime Minuter - Tony Hair, 44, *£100000 salary 

Deputy Pnme Minister, Secretary of State for the Environment, 

Transport and the Regions - John Prescott. 58, £60,000 
Chancellor of the Exchequer - Gordon Brown, 47, £60,000 
Fbreign Secretary - Robin Cook, 51, £60,000 
Lord Chancellor — The Lord Inane of Lairg, 56, £135,406 
Home Secretary - Jack Straw, 50, £60,000 

Education and Employment Secretary - David Blunkett, 49. £60,000 

President of the Board of Trade - Margaret Beckett, 54, £60,000 

Minister of Agriculture^ Fisheries and Food - Dr Jack Cunningham, 57, £60,000 

Secretary of State for Scotland - Donald Dewar, 59. £60,000 

Secretary of State for Defence - George Robertson, 51. £60,000 

Secretary of State for Health - Frank Dobson, 57, £60,000 

President of the Council and Leader of the House of Commons - 

Ann Taylor, 49, £60,000 

Secretary of State for National Heritage - Chris Smith, 45, £60,000 

Secretary of State for Social Security - Harriet Harman, 46, £60,000 

Secretary of State for Northern Ireland - Marjorie Mowlam, 47, £60,000 

Secretary of State for Wales - Ron Davies. 50, £60,000 

Secretary of State for International Development - Clare Short, 51, £60,000 

Lord Privy Seal and Leader of the House of Lords - The Lord Richard, 64, 

£77,963 

Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster - David Clark, 57. £60,000 

Minister of Transport - Gavin Strang, 53, £60.000 

Chief Secretary to the Treasury - Alistair Darling, 43, £60.000 


DEPARTMENTS OF STATE AND MINISTERS 


AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES AND 
FOOD 

Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
- Jack Cunningham 

Minister of State - Jeff Rooter, 55, £31,125. 
Parliamentary Secretaries - Elliot Moriey, 

44, £23,623. 

Lord Donoughue. 63, £23,623. 

Agenda: Lifting the ban an beef exports - 
meeting on Monday in Brussels: setting up 
independent Food Standards Agency, 
stopping quota- hopping over fish. 

DEFENCE 

Secretary of State - George Robertson 
Minister for Defence Procurement - Dr 
John Reid, 49, £31,125 
Minister for the Armed Forces - Dr John 
Gilbert 70. £31,125. 

Parliamentary Under-Secretarv - John 
Spellar, 49, £23,623. 

Agenda: Strategic defence, security, and 
spending review. Retention of Trident, 
although nuclear weapons to be included in 
multilateral negotiations ‘When satisfied with 
verified progress towards our goal of global 
elimination”. 


EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT 

Secretary of State - David Blunkett 
Minister for Employment and Disability 
Rights - Andrew Smith, 46, £31.125. 
Minister for School Standards - Stephen 
Byers, 44, £31,125. 

Minister for Education and Employment - 
Baroness Blackstorte. 54. £31.125. 
Parliamentary Under-Secretaries: 

Standards - Estelle Morris, 44, £23,623. 
Ufe-long learning - Dr Kim Howells, 50, 
£23,623. 

Welfare to work- Alan Howarth. 52, 
£23,623. 

Agenda: Two of Labour’s five election 
pledges have to be fulfilled: the promise to 
cut class sizes to 30 or under for 5-, 6- and 
7-year-olds, linked to the abolition of the 
assisted places scheme, and gening 250,000 
under-25s off benefit and into work. Other 
priorities include implementation of Social 
Chapter and Sir Ron Dealing’s review of 
higher education to be released in June or 
July. 

ENVIRONMENT, TRANSPORT AND 
THE REGIONS 

Secretary of State - John Prescott 
Minister for the Environment - Michael 
Meacher, 57, £31,125 
Ministers of State: 

Local Government - Hilary Armstrong, 51, 
£31,125. 

Regions, regeneration and planning - Dick 
Cabom, 53, £31,125 
Parliamentary Under-Secretaries: 

London and construction - Nick Raynsford, 
52. £23,623 

Transport in London - Glenda Jackson, 60, 
£23,623 

Not yet designated - Angela Eagle, 36, 
£23,623 

Roads - Baroness Hayman, £23,623. 


Agenda: To promote use of public transport, 
and curb the car culture. To introduce a new 
rail authority to ensure more effective 
regulation of the railways. New 
public/private partnership to improve 
London Underground. Review of vehicle 
excise duty, and partnership with car industry 
to promote low-emission vehicles. 
Environmental objectives include tax 
penalties for pollution and creation of new 
green taskforce of unemployed to dean up 
environment and wildlife sites. 

FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH 
OFFICE 

Foreign Secretary - Robin Cook. 

Minister for Europe - Doug Henderson, 47, 
£31,125. 

Foreign Office Minister of State - Derek 
Fatchett, 51, £31,125 
Foreign Office Minister of State - Tony 
Lloyd, 47, £31,125 

Parliamentary Under-Secretary -The 
Baroness Symons of Vemham Dean, 

£23.623. 


market 



of veto 

on key national interest issues in Europe, 
and signing of sodal chapter. Press for 
reform of UN. including resolution of 
funding crisis. 


HEALTH 

Secretary of State - Frank Dobson. 
Ministers of State: 

Minister for Public Health - Tessa Jowell, 
49, £31,125 

Health Minister of State - Alan Milbum, 39, 
£31,125 

Health Minister of State - Baroness Jay of 
Paddington, 57, £31,125. 

Parliamentary Under-Secretary - Paul 
Boateng, 45, £23,623. 

Agenda: Abolition of the internal market, 
with first £100m saved to take 100,000 off 
waiting lists. No wait for cancer surgery. 
Annual real-terms increase in NHS 
spending. Action on mixed-sex wards. Ban 
on tobacco advertising. Independent food 
standards agency. 


HOME OFFICE 

Horae Secretary - Jack Straw. 

Ministers of State: 

Criminal policy -Alun Michael, 53, £31,125 
Prisons, probation, Europe - Joyce Quin. 52. 
£31,125 

Parliamentary Under-Secretaries: 
Deregulation, drugs, elections - George 
Howarth, 47, £23,623. 

Immigration and nationality - Mike O'Brien, 
42, £23,623. 

Constitutional issues - The Lord Williams of 
Mostyn, 56, £23,623. 

Agenda: The Home Office will be 
implementing a fast-track punishment for 
. persistent young offenders by halving the 
time from arrest to sentencing. The Labour 
manifesto also includes a pledge to introduce 
parental responsibility orders, to make 



parents children face up to child's misbehaviour, community 
safety orders for bad neighbours and child protection orders 
for youngsters left out too late at night. Also the Labour 
Party has promised a free vote on the ban of handguns. 


INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Secretary of State - Clare Short 

Parliamentary Under-Secretary - George Fbultes, 55, 

£23,623. 

Agenda: Defining department’s sphere of influence in 
relation to DTI. Restructuring aid programme. 


CABINET OFFICE 

Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster - David Clark 
Minister without Portfolio - Peter Mancie Ison, 43, £31,125 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State: 

Office of public service - Peter Kilfoyle, 50. £23.623. 

Agenda: Ensure government and administration is run 
efficiently. Better co-ordination of government policy 
through new role given to Peter Mandelson. Cleaning up 
Parliament and politics and working with Nolan Committee. 


LAW OFFICERS 

Attorney General - John Morris QC, 66. 


Solicitor General - Charles Falconer QC, 
45, 

Lord Advocate (Scotland) - Andrew Hanfio 
QC (to be made a Lord), 51, £7S,072 
Solicitor General for Scotland - Cofin Boyd 
QC. 43. £66,811 

Agenda: Reform of Crown Prosecution 
Service. 

LORD CHANCELLOR’S DEPARTMENT 

Lord Chancellor - Lord Irvine of Lairg 
Parliamentary Secretary - Geoff Hoon, 44, 
£23,62 3. 

Agenda: Bill of Rights, to incorporate 
European Convention on Human Rights. 
Review of civil justice and legal aid. 

NATIONAL HERITAGE 

Secretary of State for National Heritage - 
Chris Smith. 

Minister for Fflm and Tourism -Tom Clarke, 
56, £31,125 

Parliamentary Under-Secretaries: 

Arts - Mark Fisher, 52, £23,623 
Sports - Tony Banks, 54, £23,623 

Agenda: Review of allocation of lottery 
funds. Review of millennium projects. 
Establishment of a National Endowment for 
Science and the Aits to sponsor young 
talent. 


NORTHERN IRELAND OFFICE 

Secretary of State for Northern Ireland - 
Mo Mowlam 
Ministers of State 

Security, police, criminal justice, prisons, 
economic development - Adam li^ram, 50, 
£31,125 

Political development, finance, personnel, 
information - Paid Murphy, 48, £31,125. 
Parliamentary Under-Secretaries of State 
Education, Training and Employment, 
Health, Community Relations - Tony 
Worthington, 56, £23,623. 

Environment, Agriculture - Lord Dubs, 65, 
£23,623 

Agenda: The new team will continue to try 
and get the peace process back on track. 
They have to prepare for Mo Mowlam’s first 
major appearance, which will be at the all 
party tails at Stormont on 3 June. Another 
priority is to stop the marching season, which 
stans at tbe end of May, erupting into 
violence. 


PRIVY COUNCIL OFFICE 

President of the Council and Leader of the 
Commons - Ann Taylor 
Lord Privy Seal and Leader of the Lords - 
Lord Richard 


SCOTTISH OFFICE 

Secretary of State for Scotland - Donald 
Dewar 

Ministers of State: 

Home affairs and devolution - Henry 
McLeish, 48, £31,125 

Education and industry- Brian Wilson. 48, 
£31,125. 

Parliamentary Under-Secretaries 
Agriculture, environment and fisheries - 
Lord Sewell, £23,623. 

Health and arts - Sam Galbraith, 51, 

£23,623 

Local government and transport - Malcolm 
Chisholm, 48, £23,623. 

Agenda: To set up the machinery for a 
referendum on devolution in Scotland before 
the autumn of this year. The parliament will 
have law-making powers, denned and 
limited financial powers to vaiy revenue. 


SOCIAL SECURITY 

Secretary of State for Social Security and 
Minister for Women - Harriet Harman 
Minister of State for social security and 
welfare reform - Frank Field, 54, £31,125 
Parliamentary Under-Secretaries: Keith 
Bradley, 46, £23.623 

Baroness Hollis of Helgham, 55, £23,623. 
John Denham, 43, £23,623 

Agenda: Implementing the “welfare to work' 
programme. Creation of Special 
Employment Zones to co-ordinate benefits, 
training and job-hunting. Review how to pay 
for long-term care of the elderly. The DSS 
also have to crack down further on tax 
avoidance, which costs an estimated £2bn a 
year. 


TRADE AND INDUSTRY 

President of tbe Board of Trade - Margaret 

Beckett 

Ministers of State: 

Trade - Lord Cfinton-Davis, 68, £31,125. 
Competitiveness - Ian McCartney, 46, 
£31,125 • 

Industry, energy, science and technology — 
John Battle, 46, £31,125. 

Parliamentary Under-Sec retaries : 

Consumer amirs - Nigel Griffiths, 4],. 
£23,623 

Small firms and regional policy - Barbara 
Roche, 43, £23,623 . ■ 

Minister for trade and competiveness in g 
Europe Sir David Simon 


i 

J. 


Agenda: Implementation of the various 
parts of the social chapter. Setting up the 
minimum wage councils. 


TREASURY 

Chancellor of the Exchequer - Gordon 
Brown 

Chief Secretary to the Treasury - Alistair 
Darling 

Paymaster General (private finance) - 
Geoffrey Robinson, 58, £31,125. 

Financial Secretary - Dawn Primarolo, 43, 
£31,125 ; 

Economic Secretary - Helen Liddell, 46, 
£31.125. V.f 

Agenda: The incoming government will hold 
its first budget within two mouths of coming 
into power. They have pledged they will be 
announcing the windfall levy for the welfare _ 
to work programme and cut VAX on fuel to 5 
per cent. The Treasury also has to appoint • 
two new committees, firstly a Monetary 
Policy Committee to advise the newly 
independent Bank of England, and a Council 
of Economic Advisers tcTadvise the Treasury 
itself on economic matters. Tbe treasury is . 
also committed to boosting growth in order 
to raise investment. ;! 


WELSH OFFICE 

Secretary of State for Wales - Ron Davies , 
Parliamentary Under-Secretaries: Win • • 
Griffiths. 54, £23,623. ; 

Peter Ham, 47, £23,623 • ' 

Agenda: The Labour manifesto commits the 
government to a referendum on Welsh 
devolution “no later than the autumn of 
1997”. The Welsh assembly will provide 
democratic control of the existing Welsh 
Office functions. Its aim is that the assembly 
will replace a tier of quangos with the 
directly elected body. 


WHIPS 

Parliamentary Secretary to the Treasury and' 
Chief Whip - Nick Brown, 46, £36,613. ■ 
Treasurer of Her Majesty’s Household, 
Deputy Chief Whip - George Mudle 
Comptroller of Her Majesty’s Household - 1 
Thomas McAvoy 

Vice Chamberlain of Her Majesty's — . 

Household - Janet Anderson 
Lord Commissioners - Robert Ainsworth 
Graham Allen 
James Dowd . . 
John McFali :■ 
Jon Owen Jones 


m 


Assistant whips - 


Clive Betts 
David Clefiand 
Kevin Hughes 
David Jamieson 
Jane Kennedy . 
Greg Pope 
Bridget Prentice 


Captain of the Gentlemen at Arms - 
Lords Chief Whip - The Lord Carter. 


*Mr Blair has indicated that he will not take 
the full salary to which he is entitled. 

■ All Cabinet ministers and ministers of ‘ 
state get tbeir MP’s salary of £43,860 on rep 
of their ministerial salary. This does not off . 
course, apply to members of the House of' 
Lords who get no extra salary. 
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Special price 

Add an Iomega Zip Drive with 3x1 00Mb cartridges £99 (£116.33 inc. VAT) | 

Add on inlernol US Robotics 33.6 Modem 

£99 (£1 16.33 intVAT) 

Add ACS290 premium speakers 

£80 (£94 incVAT) 
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Humility Cup Final feeling for new boy in the House 

- - w i^a,, Abrams 


Blair 


tells MPs 


An appeal for humility, disci- 
pline and high personal stan- 
dards was delivered to Labour 
MPS by Tony Blair yesterday in 
a welcoming speech in which he 
reminded fits parly; “The peo- 
ple are the masters.” 

Implicitly repudiating the 
clarion-call of the 1945 Labour 
landslide, from Labour MP 
Hartley Shawcross - “TUfe arc the 
masters ...for a very longtime 
to come" - the Prime Minister 
said: “We are not the masters 
. ._- We are the servants of the 
people. 

, “We will never forget that, 
»nd if we ever do, the people 
wiD soon show that whaL the 
electorate give, the electorate 
can take away." 

, With 418 ministers and MPs 
now entitled to attend meetings 
of the Parliamentary Labour 
Party, yesterday's inaugural ses- 
sion of the PLP was held in 
Westminster's Church House, 
because there was no Commons 
committee-room large enough 
to hold them all. 

£4r Blair said that one of the 
lessons of last week’s victory was 
the importance of strength, 
unity and discipline. 

e Tory parly 
npw," he said. “Pause, reflect, 
then vow never to let us emu- 
late them. 

Day after day, when they 
were in government they had 
M3fc.out there, behaving with 
the total indiscipline and 
thoughtlessness that charac- 
terised us in the early 1980s. 
Where are they now, those 
great rebels? when the walls 
came crashing down beneath 
tijat tidal wave of change, there 
was no discrimination between 
the Tbry MPs. They were all 
swept away, the rebels and loy- 
alists alike. 

Of course, speak -your 


minds. But realise why you are 
here: you are here because of 
the Labour Party, under which 
you fought." 

There was applause at that 
point in Mr Blair’s speech, and 
he returned to the theme later, 
after the press and media had 
left the meeting, saying: "The 
coming period will he a test of 
character. There is nu time or 
opportunity for self-indulgence. 
We must be disciplined at all 
times." 

He also called on his col- 
leagues to set themselves high 
personal standards of conduct. 
Remember, too." he said, 
that you are not here to enjoy 
the trappings of power but to do 
a job and to uphold the high- 
est standards in publicise. You 
are all ambassadors for New 
Labour and ambassadors for the 
Government." 

Mr Blair reminded them they 
were also in Parliament - and 
power - to deliver the Labour 
“contract with the people", 
keeping the manifesto promis- 
es made on education, health, 
jobs, economic stability, crime, 
the welfare state, the environ- 
ment, political sleaze and the 
pledge of leadership in Eu- 
rope. Before the Prime Minis- 
ter spoke, some MPs noted the 
words carved into the wall 
around the domed chamber - 
“Holy is the true light and pass- 
ing wonderful, lending radi- 
ance to them that endured in 
the heat of the conflict: from 
Christ they inherit a home of 
unfading splendour, wherein 
they rejoice with gladness ever- 
more." 

While Dennis Skinner was 
the lane MP not to give Mr Blair 
a standing ovation, on principle, 
he did applaud and at the very 
end he grinned at Mr Blair and 
gave him a thumbs-up, which 
the new Prime Minister ac- 
knowledged with a broad grin 
of thanks. 


DAILY POEM 


Quiet Night In 

By Roddy Lumsden 

My first in seven years (illness aside): 

I mope about the house; I wantto talk 
and talk until I say one thing 1 mean. 

1 run throughfifty States, all thirty-seven 
Shakespeare plays, the Beatles ’ Number Ones, 
nicknames and grounds of ninety-two league teams. 

So used to having sleep's skin peeled for me, 

1 can’t bite in. An hour before the dawn, 

I drink the soft sleep of the sober man, 

but in that deep, the little people take 
my fingernails and toenails for their saucers; 
my thick hair stuffs a mattress for their queen. 

Roddy Lumsden, bom in 1966, made a living in Edinburgh 
“by playing quiz machines and working as a quiz m aster” be- 
fore winning a Scottish Arts Council bursary and becoming 
‘ writing fellow for the CHy of Aberdeen. This poem comes from 
his first collection, YeahYeah Tfcak, published today fry Blood- 
axe Books (£7.95). 
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Journey’s end: John Grogan (left) and Umrie Quinn 


in the back of a cab Photogaph: A±ran Demis 


Political Correspondent 


As the taxi nudged down Whitehall 
12 -year journey was coming to an end 
for Labour’s first MP for Selby in 
North Yorkshire. When John Grogan, 
now 36, was first selected to fight the 
seal it had a Conservative majority of 


ond attempt in 1992, but the thought 
of Labour winning it without him sent 
him back for just one more try. 

And it paid off. Yesterday morning, 
in response to a command from the 
whips' office, he was on the 7am train 
from Leeds with the equally new and 
surprised Labour MP for Scarborough 
and Whitby, Lawrie Quinn. 

“1 always feel about seven-yeare-old 
when I come to London." Mr Grogan 
said as Horse Guards Parade inched 
into view. “I associate it with cup 
finals and excitement. Being an MP 
and mildly important myself is a great 
thrill." 

He admits to finding it all a bit 
daun ting. But he thinks the best way 
is to take it steady, not to try to walk 
before he can run. Tony Blair’s gov- 
ernment can muddle through perfectiy 
well while he gets an office; a secre- 
tary and somewhere to live. 

As he spoke, and with impeccable 


timing, his brand new pager went off 
•or the fim time. It was Michael 
Meacher's office. Could he come in to 
see the environment minister tomor- 
totv morning about a local issue on 
which he has already been lobbying? 
Perhaps hiring the secretary will have 
to wait a day or two. 

I do feel excited and a little bit ner- 
vous you think, “can 1 do this?' Los- 
ing almost becomes a way of life. You 
campaign, you lose an election, then 
you go and do something else," he said. 

. A 1 5am last Friday, after a long 
night, Mr Grogan knew that this time, 
it was going to be different. The 
Tones’ 9.IXXI majority in Selby was now 
a 3,800 Labour majority. 

Yesterday his tasks were relatively 
simple. Do a short interview with Ra- 
dio York in the cab, get a security pass, 
hear a speech by Tony Blair, meet the 
Yorkshire Post and watch the re-elec- 
tion of the Speaker of the Commons. 

He began to talk about all the things 
he must do - in particular, working to 
build up his local party. “It's pointless 
to say I won because ! shook 10,000 
hands. I won because of the Blair ef- 
fect and the modernisation of the 
Labour Party." he said, adding: “I'd 
better admit I'm grown up now," 
before heading for the House of 
Commons to talk office space. 


With our integrated phone, fax, 
scanner, copier and printer you get an 
extra two feet on your desk. 
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Dorrell and Clarice in deal to stop right wing 


i 


Cofin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

A pact between supporters of 
Stephen Dorrell and Kenneth n»H » 
was emerging last night to stop the 
frontrunners for the Conservative 
Party leadership. Michael Howard 
and William Hague. 

The Dorrell supporters were pri- 
vately working on a strategy of com- 
bining with the Clarke camp to 
maximise their support for the sec- 
ond ballot, although there was spec- 
uiation at Westminster that Mr 
Dorrell may be forced to pull out, if 
he fails to win enough dear support 
for the first round. 

He presented himself as a centre- 
right candidate yesterday but dear- 
ly staked out the middle ground in a 
letter to all Tory MPs, saying that he 
wanted to “'rebuild the Conservative 
coalition" among business, formers, 
nurses, teachers, savers, pensioners, 
and young mothers - all of whom 
were alienated to some degree dur- 
ing the 18 years of Tbiy rule. 

Mr Hague tried put behind him the 
dithering over his aborted pact with 
Mr Howard and launched his own 
campaign for the leadership on the 
slogan "A fresh start". He underlined 


h is youthful appeal - at 36 he is the 
youngest in the field - by hosting a 
breakfast press conference in the mar- 
ble and glass atrium of a designer 
restaurant at Westminster. 

The only one of the six contenders 
to appear with a specially designed 
platform, with “A fresh start" graph- 
ics, Mr Hague was supported by a 
handful of Tory MPs, including a 
member of the new intake, the jour- 
nalist Julie KIrkbride. He shrugged 
aside suggestions that he was too 
young. “By my age, William Pitt was 
nearly on bis death bed." 

Accepting the blame for backing 
out of the deal with Mr Howard, un- 
der whom Mr Hague would have 
been deputy leader and chairman of 
the party, he said: “I thought on 
reflection ... that if I'm good enough 
to be offered those things, Tm good 
enough to stand as a leadership 
contender. 

“I have been undecided at the 
weekend over whether to stand. It is 
a big step for someone of my age and 
my stage of life. I am 36 years old and 
getting married and so on - But in the 
end I decided, given the number of peo- 
ple who have said to me ym most stand 
because you are our best hope of win- 
ning the next general election', that it 


was right to go ahead and do so." He 
is accused by the right of being John 
Major's heir apparent One John 
Redwood supporter said: “He’s John 
Major with a PPE degree." 

If Mr Howard beats him for the 
leadership, Mr Hague may have an 
eye to replacing him after the next 
election. “The Conservative Party is 
unique in the ability to be ruthless with 
its leaders when it wants to be. That 
is one of the historic advantages of 
the Conservative Party,” Mr Hague 
said. His campaign headquarters is 
temporarily based in the Wfestminster 
offices of Jonathan Sayeed, a re-elect- 
ed Tbiy MP and businessman. His 
campaign manager is James Ar- 
buthnot, a former defence minister. 

He matched Mr Howard’s pledge 
to oppose the European single cur- 
rency, and mentioned the “JvT’ word, 
for modernisation, but denied he was 
proposing to make the Top' party 
more Blairite. “We are living in a 
Conservative country that has tem- 
porarily got fed op with the Conser- 
vative Party. That is what we have to 
change ana that means standing up 
for our traditional beliefs, our basic 
principles, something which is in 
tune with the country, but haring a 
fresh start in communicating iL" 



■M 




% 





r 



m 


Maximising support: Stephen Dorrell, who was presenting himself as a centre-right candidate yesterday Photograph: John Vpos. 
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Such is the simplicity of our VOD.4f’OiV£ ADVANTAGE' programme. 

First off, you earn AIR MILES awards just for registering. From thereon, as you use your 
mobile phone your AIR MILES awards start to accumulate. With yet more added 
as a bonus every quarter. And a further bonus awarded to mark your first! anniversary as a member, 
and every anniversary thereafter. Only one mobile phone network offers its customers 
AIR MILES awards - Vodafone - Britain’s most popular mobile phone network. 

To join V OD \F().\ t \DVA.\T.\gL, simply call our free Helpline number 032 I 32 1 32 1 or dial 3213 
from your Vodafone (again, no charge). The sooner you ring in, th 

ring up those AIR MILES awards. 


e sooner you can 


0321 321 321 

or dial 32 13 from your Vodafone 
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Cabinet that is a 
shadow of its ■ ? 
former self 


Cofin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Kenneth Clarke yesterday wan- 
dered behind the Speakers 
f Chair in the House of Com- 
mons in search of the Shadow 
Cabinet room and asked: “Is 
this the way?" 

It bad been 18 years since a 
Conservative Leader of the 
Opposition, Margaret Thatch- 
er, had met with her team in the 
Shadow Cabiner room, and 
they did not know the way. 

Those who survived last 
Thursday’s rout at the polls 
were called to the meeting by 
John Major as, barely half a mile 
away, Tbny Blair welcomed his 
victorious troops to a mass meet- 
ing with tumultuous applause. 

They traipsed into the Shad- 
ow' Cabinet room to begin the 
slow process of rebuilding their 
party. They did not bother to 
rake over the ashes of their de- 
feat With seven of their num- 
ber lost, including Michael 
Portillo, Malcolm Rifldnd, and 
Michael Forsyth, they dispensed 
with a painful inquest. 

Mr Major found himself sur- 
rounded by the contenders for 
his job. The party chairman, Bri- 
an Mawbinney, and former 
Chief Whip, Alastair Goodlad 
were among the first to arrive. 

Next were the leadership 
challenger Peter LiUey, former 
secretary of state for social se- 
curity secretary, and Gillian 
Shephard, the former secretary 
of state for education and em- 


ployment, who threw her sup- 
port behind him. 

Other contenders for the 
leadership - Stephen Dorrell, 
former secretary of state for 
health, the ex-home secretary, - 
Michael Howard, and the for- $/ 

roer secretary of state for Wales, 
William Hague - followed. 

The former Chancellor, who 
had been an Opposition 
spokesman before but not a 
member of the Shadow Cabinet,- 
looked a little lost and was tfre 
last in. It had echoes of the great 
defeat after the 1945 election, - 
when Shadow Cabinet member^,; T. 
sometimes gathered in thCxfj 
favourite watering hole, 

Carlton Club, to keep up theH®jpJ^ * 
spirits. • May-'. , 

Mr Blair and his team haJgf 
been slow to vacate the 
for the shadow leader and Mjfc £ 
team, but they had dearediTfllr T ' 
the last traces of Labour's lopj|L 
occupation of the rooms. 

Mr Major told his colleague® 
that he would be acting ajj^P 
caretaker leader for a 
while, until a successor fowl* 
been selected, then he wouM- 
retire to the backbenches. . , > 

In the meantime, -be would 
not be attempting to reshuffle; 
the Shadow Cabinet, which m 
would tie the hands of the find 
leader. Mr Major wfli takefon 
the role of shadow foreign sec- 
retary and defence secretary, va- 
cated by Mr Rifldnd and 
Portillo. Others around fire 
table were told they might hape 
to double up their portfolio^ 
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HISTORIC EDITION 

New era, new Ideas: 
Anthony Giddens, Gavyn Davies 
New era, new arc . 
Irvine Welsh, Alan Warner, 
Fiona Rae, Kathleen Jamie 
New era, new MPs: 
our exclusive, complete guide 
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The Best Family Car in The World 
Is Now Available With 0% Finance 
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0% finance available on all Mondeos until 31st May 1997. 


A// body styles - 4 door saloon, 5 door hatchback, 
5 door estate. 

All series - Aspen, LX, GLX, Si, Ghia, ST24, Ghia X. 

All engines - 1.8 turbo diesel; 1.6, 1.8, 2.0 litre 
16 valve petrol, 2.5 litre 24 valve V6 petrol, 


or further information visit your local dealer or call Q 3 4 5 111 77' 

www.ford.co.uk 


The new 


It brings you to your senses. 


Subject to availability. 50% deposit required. On the road price of the Mondeo Ghia X V6 featured above is based on the manufacturer’s recommended retail 
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*The Macintosh Performa 5400: 160MHz PowerPC 603e processor, 
16MB RAM, 1.6GB hard disk drive, 16-bit stereo surround sound, built-in 
15-inch/32,0Q0 colour display, 8x CD-ROM drive and 28.8 fax/modem. 
Plus the following software: ClarisWorks, the Apple Internet 
Connection Kit, Apple Telecom, Performa ClickArt, At Ease, MacLink 
Plus, HyperCard Player, Acrobat Reader, Sammy’s Science House, 
Thinkin’ Things, the Ultimate Human Body, the Grolier Multimedia 
Encyclopedia, the Best of European Soccer, Power Pete, Full Throttle, 
Descent and the Apple Magic Collection by Disney interactive. 
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Some computer manufacturers offer you “the latest technology” at unbeatable prices, others include “hundreds of pounds worth of; 
software” valued at more than the cost of the whole system. Unbelievable? We agree. And if you share our concerns, look no further than the ; 
Macintosh Performa'” range - now starting at just £1, 199 (£1,020.43 ex VAT) * - 

*r\- 

As exhaustively illustrated above, the Macintosh Performa 5400 is not only a highly specified system, but it comes with a host of top-quality 
pre-installed software titles too. Once you’ve paid your money, all you have to do is take it out of the box, plug-in and switch-on. And because it’s aX 

easy-to-use as any other Macintosh computer, you can be sure that you’ll be able to put it to work quickly - whether it’s your first business machine or ; 
a welcome addition to the home. • i 

And whilst we’re on the subject of deals, make sure you ask your nearest stockist about special offers that are now available when you also : 
buy an equally honest Colour StyfeWriter” printer 

For details of a Macintosh Performa stockist near you, call the Apple Information Centre free on: 0800234800 . 
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Victim 

TV puts 
privacy 

at risk 


MTcrograpn: Mary tvans ncture UDrar> 

Farewell to the dorm 
as boarding schools 
turn to sleep-overs 


j Judith Judd 

! Education Editor 

The future of boarding schools 
may lie in repackaging them- 
selves as “sleep-over" schools, 
according to a leading head. 
Boarding has been in decline 


This may be known as “fieri 
boarding", “opportunity board 
mg" or “Friday night boarding" 
for those whose parents wish to 
have a night together without 
their children. 

Mrs McCarthy said: “Perhaps 
in this day and age we should 




in 1985 to 


down from 125, 

90,000 last year. 

Ros McCarthy, head of Cob- 
ham Hall, Kent, and chairman 
of the Boarding Schools Asso- 
ciation , says the answer may lie 
in more flexible boarding 
arrangements. 

Some schools, she told the as- 
sociation's annual conference, 
now give pupils the chance to 
book one “sleep-over" a week 
which may be increased to three 
or five “as they get older and 
their enthusiasm grows". 

Figures to be released next 
week by the Independent 
Schools Information Service, 
are expected to show that 
“occasional boarding", 
measured for tbe first time in 
the schools' annual census, is on 
the increase. 


and become known as sleep- 
over schools. Children and par- 
ents understand this concept 
and find it very attractive." 

Weekly boarding began 10 
years ago and is often used by 
families where both parents 
are working. Fleri-boarding is 
an extension of this. 

Full hoarding has become in- 
creasingly unpopular with a gen- 
eration of parents which is 
reluctant to send its children 
away from home. It has also suf- 
fered from cutbacks in tbe 
armed forces which have re- 
duced ty half the number of chil- 
dren receiving the Government’s 
boarding school allowance. 

Boarding schools have 
worked hard to shed their im- 
age of hard beds and cold show- 
ers and many have invested in 




new accommodation. 


Mrs McCarthy said: “One 
small boy looking at brochures 
of prep schools asked his par- 
ents, ‘Is this a hotel for chil- 
dren?* For senior schools with 
their single rooms, en suite 
showers, sports centres, tennis 


boarding is the wrong word. 
These are hotel facilities worthy 
of stars." 

But Mrs McCarthy said they 
were still struggling against out- 
dated ideas about boarding. 
“There are as many happy, 
well-adjusted children at board- 
ing schools as at day schools. 
Schools of any kind can be 
good or bad so" why the witch- 
hunt against boarding?" 

A spokesman for the 
Independent Schools Informa- 
tion Service said that prep 
schools had been in the 
forefront of fleri-boarding, 
perhaps because the decline in 
full boarding had been partic- 
ularly marked among younger 
pupils. “It must reflect a feeling 
among some parents that eight 
is a bit young to be sending 



Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent 

The growth of fly-on-the-wall 
“victim entertainment" pro- 
grammes such as Blues and 
Thvs about the emergency ser- 
vices is raising public concern 
that television is intruding into 
people's privacy, according to a 
survey yesterday. 

Commissioned by the newly 
formed Broadcasting Standards 
Commission, the study found 
that viewers strongly believe that 
ordinary members of tbe pub- 
lic should have a right to privacy. 

“Broadcasters are believed to 
be willing to flout accepted 
rules of conduct as far aS privacy 
is concerned in order to make 
their programmes," the rep on 
said. 

“Programmes of this type are 
undoubtedly popular with 
many viewers and represent a 
growing genre of reality-based 
programming." said the re- 
port. “Critically, one in three 
felt that individual privacy was 
threatened. 

“People are very interested in 
these programmes, but they 
are ambivalent about this aspect 
of it," said the BSC chair- 
woman Lady Elspeth Howe. 

However, the survey found 
that people believe holding 
some form of public position re- 
moves your rights to privacy. 
Comparing different public 
roles, the survey found that 
viewers believe tbe Royal 
Family should have greater 
rights to privacy than a school- 
teacher. 

Only criminals were per- 
ceived to have fewer rights to 
privacy than politicians. 

like business people, they 
were deemed to have limited 
rights, depending cm what they 
have been doing. 

The findings will be a boost 
to documentary film-makers. 


The BSC is currently drawing 
up a code of conduct on priva- 
cy that covers secret filming and 
the use of interviews. Docu- 
mentary film-makers argue that 
there is a public interest which 
allows them to invade the 
privacy of some politicians, 
businessmen or criminals. 

The BSC which was formed 
on 1 April after the merger of 
the Broadcasting Standards 
Council and the Broadcasting 
Complaints Commission, 
conducted the survey to discover 
bow social changes have 
affected people's views about 
television standards. 

It found that only 5 per 
cent of people believed that 
anti-social behaviour such as 
violent crime was caused by 
television. 

Instead it found that people 
thought it could contribute to 
“unsocial" behaviour such as 
swearing in children and a lack 
of respect that could lead on to 
anti-social behaviour. 

The majority of respondents 
claimed that the media has 
more influence on the behav- 
iour of children now than it did 
when they were growing up. 

Most thought television had 
three times the influence on 
children that it used to have. 

“They go to school and come 
home with their shirt hanging 
out," said one of the people 
surveyed. 

“You see that in Neighbours 
- in Neighbours they go to 
school with their shirt hanging 
out, so our kids start doing it 

“It's only small things, but 
how far away are they from 
.more serious things? That’s 
what worries me." 

It also found that around 60 
per cent of the papulation are 
in favour of some form of reg- 
ulation for television compared 
with only 16 per cent who be- 
lieve that “anything goes". 


away children for long periods." 

Occasional ' Friday night 
boarding, he added, was 
convenient for those schools 
which wanted to keep Saturday 
school going. 

He said: “This isn't a last des- 
perate attempt by boarding 
schools to make themselves at- 
tractive. It is the other way 
round. This is what parents are 
asking for so schools are having 
to adapt what they do." 

Education-!-, Tbe Mloid 
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* Saga - The specialists in insurance for 
>: people aged 50 and over 

* Comprehensive, low cost cover 

* A service that is direct and trouble free 

* Discount for secure homes 


Call free today! 
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.. This little ad could 
make a big difference 
to your mortgage. 


Swiftcall 


• It’s easy to transfer. 

• Our mortgage rate is 6.31% w 

(6.5% APR variable). (DIRECT LIME* 

• Ca II us now for more details. 

0181 649 9099 _ 0161 831 9099 0141 2219099 “ 


”q N DON 1 MANCHESTER g GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 

pam to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ret INDII 2 

A RpyaJ of Scodand co mpany 
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GERMANY 

16p 

Swiftcall 

JARUN 

30p r 

Swiftcall B.T.. 


INDIA 

60p 

Swiftcall S.T. 

NIGERIA 

7 Op 


1. Standard Cover comes with a unique £25 no caH out discount If you 
don’t call us out during your membership year you’ll save £25 when you 
renew your cover at the same level. 

2. You can benefit from Standard Cover’s comprehensive protection in the 
UK as the driver or passenger in any car. 

3. We have invested nearly £40 million in new technology since January 
1996. This will help reduce our already impressive average call out time of 
40 minutes even further. 

4. This technology also helps us repair 82% of breakdowns on the spot. 

5. If, however, we cant fix your car at the roadside, we’il take you, your car 
and up to four passengers to any mainland UK destination. 

6. With Standard Cover you can even call a patrol out to your home in the 
event of a breakdown. 

7. Optional extras covering other members of your household, and travel in 
Europe are available. 

8. You can pay for Standard Cover by credit, debit or charge card, or by 
Direct Debit instalments. 

Standard Cover with our exclusive £25 no call out discount is available by 
calling us on the number below, quoting IND004 
or by completing and returning the coupon. 

0800 029 029 
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Swiftcall 


USA 

10p 


Swiftcall 
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New phonecards available from ail good newsagents. 
Distributors urgently required. CALL FREEPHONE 0800 789 0000 NOW. 
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High hopes: A rock-climber in Sardinia’s Gennargentu region, which the World Wide Fund for Nature is promoti^ i^eh^thatitwll^ 
granted natural-park status in order to protect the environment of the sparsely inhabited island Photograph. Paolo CocoVReuters 


Paris and Boiuj] 

hail Britain as* 
equal partner 


Donald MacIntyre 
and hnre Karacs 

Bonn 


Robin Cook daimed a place for 

Britain in the leadership of Eu- 
rope yesterday, and pledged that 
Tony Blair would reach agree- 
ment with his partners on Eu- 
ropean Union reform. 

“We want to draw a line un- 
der the sterile and negative 
confrontation of the past,” he 
told the German Foreign Min- 
ister, Klaus Kinkel. 

In a profile trip to Pans 
and Bonn, his first since be- 
coming Foreign Secretary only 
five days ago, Mr Cook identi- 

ment^e tween the UK and its 
EU partners which he was op- 




BRITAIN’S BIGGEST 
RETAILER OF OIL 


> >5 T 


SAVE on OIL 



V SAVE £1 

Hatferds Standard OH 
5 litre Was £7.49 

now£6- 49 

SAVE £3 Halfords 
Premium 08 5 litre 

Was £14.99 NOW £11-99 

SAVE £2 Halfords 

Standard Plus Oil S Litre 

Was £9.99 NOW £7.99 

FREE 

Castrol GTX 1 Litre 
(normally £3.69} when you 
buy Castrol 6IX 5 litre 


GREAT OFFERS 
NOW AT 
HALFORDS 




BRITAIN’S BIGGEST AND 
IBEST CHOICE OF BIKES! 


wL 

CESF 


BIKE SALE 
NOW ON 



SAVE £30 

Apolo Renegade 
Shtanno 15 speed 
Indexed gears. Aloy 
wheels sad bar ends. 

Was £149^5, £129.99 

NOW £119" 

Ladies version Apollo 
Exact also available. 



SAVE £10 

ApeHo Mohawk 
Suitable for 7-U years. 

Was £79.99 

now £69" 


BRITAIN’S NO. 1 
FOR CAR CARE 


ter 


SAVE ON 
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FREE 

RMH-lool wtth wallet and 
shoulder holder (total 
saving of £26.98) when you 
buy a Carrera Mirage 21 
Speed Mountain Bike at 
£299.99. 
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SAVE £2 ' 




BUY NOW, FAY LATER 

when mu SPB® OVBI an on bkes 
AND CYCLE ACCESSORIES.** 




Colour Podsh compared 
to normal Instore price 
of Color Magic. 

oniy£6- 99 



SAVE to £30 

M Karcher Pressure Washers 
K620M Was £279.99 

now£249- 99 1 
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K220 


MODEL 1020 


ONUfESS- 99 



1/2 PRICE 

300ml Halfords Primer 

(normsUy £3.99} now £1.99 
when you buy any 

Halfords 300ml Paint 
at £3.99. 
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THE EXPERTS 
IN TOURING 


r 



HALFORDS 
CAR PARTS 


Jtp-rx %Trmr.r. i W 7 * amroffUMtt w S.'jr 


SAVE ON I GREAT RANGE 

TOURING EQUIPMENT | AT OUTSTANDING PRICES 


Halfords Cycle 
Competent 

from £9" 



FREE 

Rear Mats 

(nomially £18.99) 
when you buy 

Cannon Proffie Valoar Pfns 
Front Mats at £2549. 



Gaugss conform to British 
Standart BS 4613 (A3 


SAVE to £6 

on Foot Pomps 
HaHOfds Metal BanrnM 
Foot Pomp wttb gauge 
SAVE £2 

Was £10.99 NOW £&99 
Ha lfords Brass Barrel 
Foot Pomp wttb gauge 

SAVE £6 

Was £29.99 NOW £23.99 




ON 2 TON HYDRAULIC 
TROUEY JACKS 

TJ2000 

W&s £24.99 NOW £1&£9 

SntKIi Sundenl ‘U4000 
bsau i54a 1989 Was £29.99 NOW £2439 


HALFOKDS 4 S 0 L 



SAVE £20 

■omr Haffords High Mount 3 

Cycta Carrier Was £69-99 

now £4 > 

SAVE £S 2 Cycle Canter 
was £29.99 NOW £24.99 
SAVE £5 3 Cycle Cantor 

Was £39.99 NOW £34.99 


SAVE £20 

Halfords 450L Roof Bex 

Was £149.99 

now £129 99 

Halfords 3O0L Roof Box 

oniy£79" 



SAVE £50 

Erde 121 Trailer 

Was £249.99 NOW £199.99 

SAVE £30 

Eida lOlTraBar 

Whs £199.99 NOW £16999 



HI Leads from £9 •- 


1 mxgiiievMW!Ptje*86c«iL08<ag»as»ceP™?*j™*M 

PMCES «Y 0 UB wcdOT«. iwnHOUTjw •mua» nowM« 


Spark Plugs from £6 


HALFORDS 


WE’RE 



ABOUT CARS & BIKES 


-^WIHtOn I'M*; CREDIT ON OWES XNOCWaLEXIXeSSOItHM OVER £199. WWM%DeW*WT NOW AND TMOBF* NOIHIKa TO PAY FOR MX MONTHS. 27.sih APH (VUOABU). ALL LOAMS SUBJECT TO SXKTUS. NOT AVMJIBLE TO AfAWCWBOl THE 
~HALF0fU)S KADSIMn CftGLE HBUOET AND A HAMAX DtSCQWUT OR DELUXE CMLDSEAiT MUST BE PURCHASED AS PART OT THE SAME TRANSACTION. HOWTO FHWUR: PHONE 034B02M33 FUR DCDVL3 OF YOUR NEAREST CUKRSTOHE. OKMRM 

MONBm ■ niBWf A SAM - ARM SATURDAY * SUNDAY. KKHi S1RGCT STORES - PLEASE CHECK LOCALLY PUKES CORRECT AT TIME OF OOBUH TO PRESS. OFFERS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. HALFORDS UD. KWOOD STBHET DRJVE. 


xl Murrot QuonmoMs oh acquest. 
PR AIL SUrtRSTMES 0HW SAJI . SPM 

WEST. REDOfICH. MOMS. M OK 
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tbnistic would pave the way for 
a deal at the European summit 

in Amsterdam nest month. 

-I want today to be start or 
a new era of relationship be- 
tween Britain and Europe, he 
said after talks with Mr KinkeL 
“We want to be helping to 
shape the direction of Europe. 

The Foreign Secretary hailed 
an agreement on banning land 
mines with Herv6 de Charette, 
the French Foreign Minister, 
and Mr Kinkel as heralding a 
new era in which Britain would 
be equal partners with France 
and Germany and no longer a 
third party “heckling from the 
sidelines”. The deal - pro- 
claimed by Mr Kinkel as “a very 
good beginning” to the new 
post-election Anglo-German 
relati onship — coincided with the 
formal announcement of a 
moratorium on British forces’ 
use of land mines. 

Mr Cook made it clear in 
meetings with both foreign min- 
isters that the new government 
was determined to enshrine the 
UK's permanent right to main- 
tain its own border controls 
and he repeated that the gov- 
ernment would not agree at the 
Amsterdam Inter-Governmen- 
tal Conference (IGC) to give the 
HU responsibilities for defence. 

But he also laid heavy em- 
phasis on the readiness of the 
new government to see new “co- 
derision” powers for the Euro- 
pean Parliament on all 
directives decided by majority 
vote, as well as the UK’s ea- 
gerness to sign up both to the 
Soda! Chapter and to an Em- 
ployment Chapter putting jobs 
at the top of the European 
agenda. He also cited the en- 
forcement of anti-fraud mea- 
sures as one of several headings 
under which Britain is pre- 
pared to accept a limited in- 
crease in majority voting. 

Mr Cook hinted that Britain 
might be prepared to accept 
some of the Franco-German 
proposals for “flexibility”, which 
would allow a core group of EU 
states to deepen integration, 
without waiting for the “slowest 
boat in the convoy” to catch up. 

He blamed Tory “obstruc- 
tion” for forcing the leading 
group, lead by France and Ger- 
many, to cut themselves away 
from the laggards. The urge by 
the self-appointed leaders to opt 
out might weaken, now that 
Britain is aboard, he suggested. 

At the same time Mr Cook 
made it dear that there were 
sharp limits to any “flexibility 
package" that Britain would ac- 
cept The Foreign Secretary said 
any such package would have to 
be ratified unanimously. 

Britain will press for such 
deals to cover a minimum of 
around 10 countries to ensure 
that European Monetary Union 
does not pave the way for a re- 
version to an inner core of the 


half dozen countries which be- 
longed to the EC before 

Mr Cook was also emphatic 
that he saw no reason forsucfr 
a pact to cover foreign and*; 
curity policy-where the Labqof 
government will insist on re- 
taining its veto. Such a detyf pq 
said would undermine th&mr 
teroationaJ influence of ihe 
union as a trading bloc; ;■ 

There axe strong signs^regj.- 
foreed in Mr Cook's discussions 
in Paris at the Quai D’Oisay, top 
French Foreign Office, yesteir 
day, that Britain’s partners are 
moving to an accommodation 
on the issue of border conttote 
which recognises the special 
status of both the UK and Ire- 
land as islands. And while in- 
sisting that Britain wanted 
progress in securing reform of 
fisheries quota-hopping . Mr 
Cook conspicuously refrained 
from repeating the Conservatpf? 
admin istration’s explicit threat 
to sabotage the IGC if it did poi 
get frill agreement on Lhe issqe 
next month. 

Mr Cook repeatedly drew- ^ 
distinction between the new 



Robin Cook: ‘We want to * 
help shape Europe’ 

government’s stance of “codt;^, 
structive engagement” with thaL f 
of the previous one which hod's 
staged a confiontationwhidi had \ 
been going “nowhere in Europe:? 
except towards the exit door t 

Mr Cook was accorded a;/ 
warm welcome in both capitals ( 
after declaring “we are com-;, 
mined to making Britain r a , 
leading player in Europe' mad ; 
that is why it is right that~I '' 
should begin by visiting the 
other two big players in EUrope. 
We want to make sure that from . 
now on there are three players . 
in Europe, not just two.” 

While emphasising lire im- 
portance of Bonn’s relationship 
with the new government. Mr 
Kinkel sounded a slightly jnore 
cautious note last night, spying 
it would not be right to talk of 
a “triangular relationships be- 
tween London, Paris and Bonn. . 
But the Paris end of the jFran- • 
co-German axis welcomed the 
idea of involving London in a 
“triangle”. 


significant shorts 
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FBI launches inquiry 
into Israeli mole 

A top United Stales official may have supplied Israel with; 
highly sensitive information that the Slate Department 
wanted kept secret, according to a report in yesterday's •. \\ 
Washington Post, which said toe FBI had launched an 
investigation to discover the official’s identity. 

The inquiry is said to have been opened in January after 
US security officials intercepted a telephone conversation! 
between an Israeli official in Tel Aviv and a senior Israeli',- 
agent in the US. The conversation referred to a third man 
by what appeared to be his codename, “Mega”. According 
to the intercept, the Israeli official wanted Mega to supply# 
copy of a top-secret letter, sent by the then US Secretary*# 
State, Warren Christopher, to Yasser Arafat, setting out Os 
guarantees to the Palestinian leader oh toe eve of the Israeli 
withdrawal from Hebron. The request appeared to reflect 
Israel’s suspicion that the US was dealing on Hebron 
behind its back. Mary Dejevsky - Washington 

Greece stands firm on Marble^ 

Convincing Britain to return the 2^00-year-old Parthenon' 
marbles “is a basic tenet of Greece's cultural foreign *■* 
policy,” toe Culture Minister, Evangelos Venizelos, said $b 
a statement, after Britain's new Labour government flatly 
refused to send them back to Greece. “We ... are speaking 
with toe voice of the monument,” he added. * AP - Athens 

Marseille godfather shot dea| 

One of the last godfathers of toe Marseille underworld 
shot dead with his companion in a parking lot, police 
They added that a couple shot Jean Tod, 64, and his . n 
companion, Berthe Cremieux, from a passing car outsidfc a 
supermarket at Istres, near Marseille. Reuters - Marsehle 

Winnie Mandela to testify 

South Africa’s “truth commission” investigation into >, 1 
apartheid-era crimes said it would probably call Winnie# 
Mandela, the former wife of President Nelson MandelaJfo 
testify about two missing children. Reuters - Capettgfo 

£2,000 redress for prostitute| 

Sandy van der Thorn, a woman convicted of prostitution,^ 
was awarded 15,000 rand (£2,000) by the South African ? 
Civil Court because she was not allowed to get dressed v 
while police searched her home. AP - R wt London 




-fir 

























' "" I ^Thursday s may 1997 


i lj* \&i>\ 

i feuiiij- — szz.,. m-Mjniam mL 


13 

international 





beer to pull the 
Peking crowds 
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Peking — Hong long may be 
returning to Chiia in 54 days, 
but a small corns 1 of the Peo-’ 
pie's Republic wll be forever 
English. No, I aj not talking 
about Her Majety's embassy, 
bdt the John Bulbub in Peking, 
due to open in 3 days time. 

* ‘Complete will a real Vicio- 
rianfireplace, Iicrusta wallpa- 
per, "steak and Sdney pie, and 
atrookshelf offcing such gems 
as aMstorv of iatin Christian - 
try, this is billedis the first Eng- 
lish pub in Chin. It mayor may 
no t also be par of the tThi nre? 
government's urrent “spiritu- 
al dvilisationtampaign. 

Here is an fiiglish pub built 

by English crafemen. “They use 
a hell of a lot if tiles in China, 
but they had over seen anyone 
like Paul whtcan put tiles up 
so quickly ad in such a pro- 
fessional wy," said Simon 
Keqp, oversas development 
manager ofAllied Domecq, 
the drinks ind pubs group 
which beliefs that China is fi- 
nally ready ftr an English pub. 
Yesterday master-tiler Paul 
/, on of seven English 
en f>wn in from Birm- 
wa putting the final 
toJohn Bull's wash- 
tilingunder the watch&l 
■ of theChinese labourers. 

come from Birmingham, 
^Tplace ke China, I mean it's 
a pig shod a culture shock," he 
said. “Buafter a few days, you 
could be wiring anywhere. 
t^^Ihe Chinese are really 
good, we gel on really well. 
Wre taUng in broad Brummie 
Accents ad they are jabbering 
ay [in .'hinesel, and we're all 
igjbungand joking, and we 
ft kiuwwhat we’re lau ghin g 
_ Jn ->ut that's builders for 
yon. 7 ’ H has taught the locals 
a thing «r two as well “They 
were rally surprised when I 
started 3 fix the tiles using ad- 
■hesive.’be said. 

: The igns outside the John 
‘Bull prtnise “Authentic Victo- 
rian canfort imported from 
Englan'’ and “Genuine pub at- 
mospbre" when the Sino- 
'Britisbjoint venture opens at 
the encof this month. The pub's 
interiowas shipped in from the 


China’s capital 
is to get its first 
taste of an 
authentic pub. 

Teresa Poole 

reports 



Home comforts: the John 
Bull in Sopron, Hungary 


6 I’ve come 
from 

Birmingham to 
a place like 
China. It’s a big 
culture shock!? 


UK, and assembled on site. “As 
soon as you walk through that 
door, with the exception of a few 
faces behind the bar, everything 
else will be authentically 
British," said Mr Keep. 

And that indudes everything 
from the yellow ochre lincrusia 
to the Punch cartoons and 
cricketing memorabilia on the 
walls. “We've gone for an Eng- 


lish sporting theme," said Mr 
Keep. A bit of true British pub 
etiquette will also be promoted. 
“Well encouragc.pcoplc 10 go 
to the bar to buy a pint and 
come hack and sit aL the table." 

Upstairs yesterday, two 
dozen Chinese trainee bar-staff 
were being put through some 
authentic phrases: “Glcnfid- 
dich, Johnny Walker, Bells, 
Grants _ " they repeated in uni- 
son. And then it was off for 
“beer knowledge” at the local 
Fosters office, “how beer is 
made, appreciation between 
different beers, bitleis, ales, 
lagers. And then they are going 
to do a taste test", explained An- 
drew Qaphom, the man who 
will be Peking’s first publican. 

Mr Clapham. a 32-year-old 
authentic New Zealander, is 
fresh from running the Pharaoh 
& Firkin in Fulham, London, 
for four years. “Ill be here be- 
hind the bar a lot," he said. He 
likes the local Peking beer, but 
customers will also be able to 
wash down their pub grub - fish 
and chips, bangers and mash 
and other “standard British 
fare" -with real imported Eng- 
lish draught bitter. 

At nearly £3 a pint, it will not 
be within the grasp of the av- 
erage Chinese drinker, but the 
pub is nevertheless targeting the 
local market. “Ykte'rc looking for 
the aspi rational local Chinese," 
said Mr Keep. Don’t they tend 
to prefer karaoke? “They are 
moving on from karaoke now, 
they are getting more sophisti- 
cated," he insisted. Does this ex- 
tend 10 warm beer? “We'll be 
serving our beer at the appro- 
priate temperature,” ensured 
Mr Keep. 

Allied Domecq, which owns 
more than 4,000 pits in the UK, 
has already branched out with 
pubs in eastern Europe. This is 
its first pub venture in Asia, apart 
from one inside Bangkok air- 
port Bui cain one really build an 
authentic English pub abroad? 

Mr Routley has explored one 
or two local Chinese bars and 
found them “OK, but nothing 
spedai”. Coming back to the 
John Bun, he says, is “like com- 
ing back home". 



State of collapse: Nguyen Thi Lua, wife of defendant Vu Xuan Truong, is supported in a Hanoi court during the trial 
of the country's biggest drugs ring involving 22 people, including 11 police and border guards Photograph: Reuters 



Kasparov 
gets the 
blues in 
half-time 
draw 

Wgfiam Hartston » 

The world chess champion, Gar- 
iy Kasparov, gave another un- 
convincing performance against 
the IBM supercomputer Deep 
Blue, when he drew the third 
gfune from a clearly superiur po- 
sition. Scores therefore remain 
level at one win each with one 
draw at the halfway stage of the 
match. The result' of the third 
game, however, was considerably 
overshadowed by what hap- 
pened in the aftermath of Deep 
Blue’s victory in game two. 

When that game ended, 
there was general agreement 
that Kasparov had been con- 
vincingly outplayed. But after 
feverish argument among the 
grandmasters at the match in 
New York, the inescapable con- 
clusion was that Kasparov's 
resignation had been prema- 
ture. For he had overlooked a 
resource that would have en- 
abled him to salvage a draw. 

lb add to the indignity, one of 
the computer's programmers ap- 
peared on stage at die Equitable 
Center to announce that Deep 
Blue itself had confirmed that 
Kasparov could have saved the 
game. Kasparov was quoted as 
saying: “It played so brilliantly I 
didn't think to check it." 

The theme of man's intimi- 
dation by machine continued in 
the third game. By an unusual 
choice of opening moves, Kas- 
parov got the machine out of its 
vast library of analysis. Left to its 
own resources, Deep Blue left it- 
self with a passive position. Kas- 
parov sacrificed a pawn to obtain 
what looked like a complete 
grip, but seemed to lose confi- 
dence. Rather than continue his 
attack, he exchanged his best- 
placed piece to regain his pawn, 
leaving himself with insufficient 
advantage to have any serious 
chance of a win. When Kasparov 
offered a draw. Deep Blue's 
team accepted with alacrity. 

Before this match. Kasparov 
was known as a man of supreme 
self-confidence who never over- 
looked tactical resources. But the 
past two days have shown that he 
has been severely rattled by this 
machine that can think at up to 
three billion moves a second. 

The Tabloid, page 22 
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why you should 
SERIOUSLY 




about retiring 


The earlier you start 
a Pension Plan, the brighter 
your prospects for a comfortable 
retirement. Call Legal & General 
today on 0500 65 65 65 and 
you could start your Plan 
in no time at all. 


© Start front £50 a month 

O 2-year satisfaction guarantee 

O Low charges increase your 
pension's potential 

© Portable from Job to job 

0 Flexible contributions 

0 Payment holiday £ 
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What to ask 
for when you ge 
quote for medical cover. ^ 

Discover ^ 
Primecare. 


w 


Does it offer you..? 






1 , 4 .'; 






.-41. 7" \ 
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Sf Full cover for eligible 
in-patient treatment 

W? FuH cover for all 
out-patient 

consultations and tests 

& No overall annual 
financial limits to claims 

1 / Prompt access to 
private treatment 

Provision for 
alternative medicine 

Wf Immediate 25% 
no-claims discount, 
rising to a possible 50% 


Some healthcare plans cut back on cover 
to keep premiums low. But not Primecare. 
We believe no other scheme can offer 
Primecare's high level of cover at such 
competitive rates. So before you commit 
yourself to any other plan, make sure you 
find out what Primecare from Prime Health 
has to offer. 
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Call now for a quote 

0800779955 

or return the coupon below 


>■/.£!£ PLEflSE USE BL0CK CAPITALS MOSOD7NG 

• ^ 7\ V. 

Tide First name : 

Smamo 
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Postcode 
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Cover required: 




■'y-K Singie □ Mamed □ FamfyD Single parent family □ 
If you already have private medical insurance. 


- ^ • | _ | a ■ yuu tmeauj iwto 

Prime Health s 

— . .* Send to: Prime HeaBh Limited, FREEPOST, (G12192), 

A member of the Standard Life Group • Ci£dford GUI 4BR. hfip-y/ww-primehea Wico.uk. 
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Swiss savaged in US 


report on Nazi gold 


Mary Dejevsky 

Washington 


The United Stales yesterday ac- 
cused Switzerland of having 
prolonged the Second World 
War and caused thousands of 


needless deaths bv dealing in 
Jf of 


plundered gold on bchali 
Nazi Germany. It also con- 
demned post-war US adminis- 
trations for not trying hard 
enough to recover gold that had 
belonged to European Jews. 

The accusations were in a re- 
port. compiled by 1 1 US gov- 
ernment agencies, which also 
confirmed Jewish suspicions 
that some “Nazi" gold held in 
Swiss banks contained jew- 
ellery. coins and dental fillings 
removed from concentration- 
camp victims. These had been 
combined with gold looted from 
banks and melted to disguise 
their origins. 

The report absolved Switzer- 
land and other neutrals of 


knowingly accepting this “taint- 
ed** gold; -‘No proof has been 
found that the countries to 
which Germany traded gold 
robbed from persecutees knew 
of the origin of such gold.” 

Definitive proof of the gold's 
origins was apparently obtained 
by the US three weeks ago 
from records of the Reichsbank 
that had been thought lost 

The report was commis- 
sioned by President Bill Clinton 
and is the result of seven 
months' work. It was overseen 
by Stuart Eizenstadt Under- 
secretary for Commerce, who 
set out to establish what was 
known about Switzerland’s 
dealings in plundered gold and 
to consider the role of neutral 
countries and the US during and 
after the war. 

In a forceful introduction, Mr 
Eizenstadt said: “In the unique 
circumstances of World Whr 
Two, neutrality collided with 
morality-, too often, being neu- 


tral provided a pretext for 
avoiding moral considerations.’' 
The report said that from 1939 
to 1945 Germany transferred 
$4Q0m of gold (worth £2.4bn to- 
day) to the Swiss National Bank 
in Berne. Three-quarters of it 
was stored; the rest was sent to 
third countries to pay for goods 
and raw materials. 

The report noted that many 
neutrals dealt with the Nazis for 
fear they would be invaded but 
it also cited the profit motive. 
It accused Switzerland and oth- 
er neutral countries of ignoring 
“repeated Allied entreaties to 
end their dealings with Nazi 


Germany” and said that what- 
ever their motivation, their ac- 
tion in continuing to trade “had 
the clear effect of supporting 
and prolonging Nazi Germany's 
capacity to wage war. Mosz in- 
explicable was the persistence 
of a ‘business- as-usuaT attitude 
by Switzerland.” 

On the attitude of the US at 


the end of the war, the report 
spoke of a “demonstrable lack 
of senior-level support for a 
tough US negotiating position 
with the neutrals”. 

But it also quoted US records 
from the time as saying that if 
Sweden’s attitude was “intran- 
sigent”, the attitude of Switzer- 
land was “intransigence cubed” 
The Swiss negotiating team 
was said to have used “legalis- 
tic positions to defend their 
every interest, regardless of the 
moral issues also at stake”. 

The US released its report 
the day after the British Foreign 
Office published a report ad- 
mitting some of the Nazi gold 
in the Bank of England may 
have come from camp victims. 
Publication, coinciding with the 
arrival of Robin Cook at the 


Foreign Office, was accompa- 
; that 


nied by an announcement 
London would host a confer- 
ence to determine what should 
be done with the gold. 
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No smoking here. No smoking there. 

For crying out loud, does anybody realise how hard it 
is? How much you’d love to quit but don’t know how? 
Nicotinell do; and our nicotine patches can help. 

You see, many smokers who consisting of large, medium and 



try quitting on willpower alone 
find it difficult because they’re 
addicted to nicotine. And the 
moment you deny yourself nicotine, 
your body physically craves it. 

Our solution? Wean yourself off 
nicotine with the Nicotinell patch 
programme. 

It’s a 3 month programme 
(could be 2 if you smoke 
* less than 20 a day) 



small patches. 

They feed your body's craving 
for nicotine, gradually reducing the 
amounts until you no longer need it. 

Don’t worry, tar in cigarettes 
is a main cause of lung cancer, 
not nicotine. 

Every day you wear a patch on 
your arm or body. 

It's designed to deliver a lower 
dose of nicotine than you'd get 


from a cigarette, but higher than the point where physical cravings 
are too -much to bear. Furthermore, unlike some patches, ours 
last a full 24 hours. 

So they help beat that desperate- 
desire for the first smoke of the day. 

Once you've finished the small 
patches you've finished the course. 

Just think, you could now be a 
non-smoker. 

Perhaps it only needed someone 
to tell you how. 



t needn’t be hell with nicotinell 


turn m lull count urnia mu luinuic a hit time* «uir. 





It was Mexico’s equivalent of the 
Alamo. As American forces 
stormed Mexico City’s Cha- 
puhepec Castle 150 years ago, 
a group of teenage Mexican mil- 
itary cadets made a last stand. 
The six last survivors, one of 
them wrapped in Mexico's tri- 
color flag, hurled themselves 
over the ramparts rather than 
surrender. 

In a gesture of reconciliation 
a centurv and a half after the 


President n^ets; 
criticism of Dias 1 
towards ruing-.; 
party, writis ' 

Phil Davism 


neighbours’ three-year war, US 
President Bill Clinton laid a 


wreath on Tuesday at the cas- 
tle site known as the Ninos He- 
roes (Boy Heros) monument. 

The 1847 battle, and the 
Mexican-American war in gen- 
eral - in which 50.000 Mexicans 
died and the nation lost what 
are now Southern California, 
Arizona, New Mexico, Texas 
and parts of Nevada, Utah and 
Colorado - left a deep wound 
on the Mexican psyche. 

That was part of the reason 
several hundred Mexicans 
protested Mr Clinton’s first of- 
ficial visit to his southern neigh- 
bour, burning an American flag 
and yelling “Yankee go home!" 


(PRD) have gained gjund-ir 
recent years as outside ] 
forced the PRI to jettis^, slow- 
ly and reluctantly, sore of Us 
old fraudulent habits aid edge 
at least in tbe‘direc|oa of 
democracy. I 

But Mexican analyst noted 
that Mr Clinton gave ftjy 15 
minutes each to the opplsitiato 
leaders and said the PRk con- 
tinuing control of muchj^f the 
press - including throun cash 
payments and perks to pfiiical 
reporters - would ensue iftat 
Mr Zedillo would benefimost 


\ . 


i? 


More specifically, they were 
angered bv Mr Cli 


by Mr Clinton’s sup- 
port for President Ernesto 
Zedillo's Institutional Revolu- 
tionary Party (PRI), a long-rul- 
ing monster most resembling 
the old Soviet communist par- 
ty but with little discernible 
ideology other than to cling to 
power. 

Many Mexicans blame suc- 
cessive US governments for al- 
lowing the PRI to retain power 
for almost seven decades, tra- 
ditionally through fraud, in the 
interests of regional stability but 
at the expense of democracy 
and human rights. 

In a report last week, the US- 
based group Human Rights 
Whtch/Americas slammed the 
Mexican government and the 
PRI for what it called wide- 
spread violence against peasants 
and political opponents 
throughout southern Mexico. 

Also last week, 12 European 
tourists were expelled from 
Mexico simply for following a 
colourful anti-government 
protest march by Choi Indians 
in the state of Chiapas. 

Mr Clinton attempted to off- 
set criticism of pro-PRl bias 
through historic meetings - no 
US president had ever done so 
- with two opposition leaders 
from both the left and the right 
of the PRL The two parties, the 
catholic and conservative Na- 
tional Action Party (PAN) and 
the social-democratic Parly of 
the Democratic .Revolution 


<m Tourists 
expelled simpy 
for following 
anti-governrrtfct 
demonstrate 
in Chiapas! 


from Mr Clinton’s visit, hji 
as President to any Latin ' 
ican nation. 

It was no coincidence, th 
analysts say.jthat Mr Zed 
wanted the US President 
town before; crucial 
sional and lodal elections inJ 
For the first] time, pundits 
predicting the PRI could lose k 
congressional majority. Also It 
stake is the new, elective po t 
of Gove mo of Mexico City ■ 
replacing ine old system of 
band-picked (by the ruling pa 
ty) mayor- cen likely to be th 
second mos powerful figure i 
the country! 

Mr Clint in and Mr Zedill 
signed sevekl agreements bu 
they were described variously b 
diplomats “jymbolic” “mod’ 
■bore”. There wa: 
on the kej 
ig trafficking 
Mexican angerj 
migration laws) 
JS anti-narcotics 
Irry weapons in 





esT or 
no sign of 
issues of 
through 
at tougher 
or whether 
agents can 
Mexico. 

Mr Clinto 
moving on to 
Rica, for a 
American lea 
a Caribbean 
dos at the wee; 
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obutu camp claim dictator will be back 


*<4^ Dj *<**52 

on visit 
lexica 


H» s President Mobu- 
Seko left his teetering 
jg&jMal ®° r a two-day crisis sum- 
■gli Gabon yesterday, leaving 
and enemies alike to 
WBgCT if he will ever return, 
g|s®!e people of Kinshasa 
HHgted impassively as the pres- 
rtPgotial _ cavalcade swept 
j-tttpugh its sti nking , broken 
sBets yesterday morning, es- 
t£gj|pd by menacing troops in 
• mSrfor sunglasses and ar- 
moured care. At the airport, 
! journalists trying to film the 66- 
; year-old dictator’s departure 
1 were hustled away by soldiers, 
j denied one last coveted shot of 
i his leopardskm bat ascending 
! into an airplane. 

! J& z jet rumbled off across the 
jJgPgo river, while down town 
wctpwd of grim young men 
’ gatfaed to chant the name of 
> Lament Kabila, the rebel leader 
' whtfchas seized most of Zaire, 
j Mr Mobutu, a remarkable ego- 
; list and survivor, may yet return 
'-to face Mr Kabila’s guns, but he 
'wfll get little thanks from bis 
^people if he does. 


_ The purpose of Mr Mobutu's 
visit to Gabon is now at the cen- 
tre- of a massive propaganda bat- 

tic to rival the shooting war in 
the easL Sceptics and opponents 
say that, with the rebels poised . 
to take the capital, Mr Mobu- 
tu is merely using the confer- 
ence as an excuse to get out 
while he can. Others, including 
the President’s dwindling band 
of supporters, say be is flying to 
Libreville to seek military as- 
sistance from his fellow leaders. 

Mr Mobutu’s generals have 
told journalists that before he 
returns on Friday the President 
will obtain up to 20,000 soldiers 
from French-speaking coun- 
tries like Gabon, Congo, Togo, 
Chad, the Central African Re- 
public and even from English- 
speaking Nigeria. In the 
meantime, they say, their troops 
are driving back rebel forces at 
Kenge and Kikwit. respectively 
250km and 400km to the east 
of the capitaL 

According to the pro -gov- 
ernment newspaper Le Soft, 
West Africa's Francophone 
countries are worried about the 
“invasion" of Zaire by “Anglo- 
Saxon" Rwanda and Uganda, 



whose English-speaking leaders 
arc doscly linked to Mr Kabila’s 
Alliance of Democratic Forces. 
Nigeria, it says, merely wants to 
score points off South Africa's 
President Nelson Mandela - al- 


legedly pro KabQa - for leading 
criticism of the 1995 execution 
of writer Ken Saro-Wiwa. 

One diplomat from an influ- 
ential Western embassy said 
he believed Mr Mobutu was se- 


rious about seeking military 
aid, but would be unlikely to re- 
turn to Zaire if he failed to get 
it: “I don't think he would like 
to be in Kinshasa if the rebels 
were here," he remarked. 


And despite government 
claims of new victories in the 
field, reports from the east sug- 
gest that Mr Mobutu's troops 
are still losing ground. A West- 
ern military observer and aid 


sources said yesterday t hat r e 
ports from Kenge confirmed 
that the town was still in rebel 
hands despite a government 
bid to recapture it on Tuesday. 

Government forces have 


Rood to nowhere: President 
Mobutu's motorcade en route 

to Kinshasa akport yesterday 

Phctogaplr Rsuteis 


been driven bade to Warn bo riv- 
er after heavy fighting, the mil- 
itary observer said. Several 
sources said that Mr Mobutu’s 
force included several hundred 
fighters from Unita, the An- 
golan rebel movement. The 
government’s own demoralised 
and undisciplined troops are be- 
lieved to have played little part 
The Belgian wing of the med- 
ical aid agency Medetins Sans 
Frontiercs said that Catholic 
missionaries in Kenge were 
desperately tiying to care for 
127 people wounded in Tues- 
day’s fighting. MSFs Dr Mil 
Philips said that the priests re- 
ported over 300 dead in the 
fighting, of whom 200 were 
civilians. The International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
confirmed yesterday that 10 of 
its local volunteers were killed 
as they tried to tend the dead 
and injured at Kenge, although 
the circumstances of their 
deaths remains unclear. 
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Kabila: saint 
or dictator? 
Zaire awaits 
its fate 


When the rotund and smiley 
Laurent Desire Kabila, 58, lum- 
bered out of the bush to lead a 
rebel uprising in Eastern Zaire, 
even seasoned Africa watchers 
asked: Laurent who? 

The avuncular Mr Kabila 
was. ridiculed for his prepos- 
terous plan to seize Zaire from 
dictator President Mobutu Sese 
Seko, ruler for more than 30 ru- 
inous years. Seven months lat- 
er the former “nobody" controls 
■albutthe capital, Kinshasa, and 
a slither of Zaire. 

On the street of Kinshasa yes- 
terday, crowds celebrated what 
they believe to be President 
"iMobutu’s permanent depar- 
:tHre. It was Mr Kabila’s name 

they chan ted. 

“No-one could be as bad as 
: President Mobutu,” said Jean- 
Xncy an agricultural lecturer. 
;But of that you cannot be cer- 
tain: Opinions of Mr Kabila 


UUVV ^ 

months. 


Laurent Kabila: Tfet to prove 

his democratic credentials 


4 We are happy 
. to see Mobutu 
' go, but Kabila 
-must realise 
; that we want 
■democracy 9 

. ' When he fiist p wiped m as 

SSSKJSU!- 

-to 


Mary Braid on 

the rebel leader 
who remains an 
enigma to most 
of his people 

entire adult life nurturing a 
small revolutionary force and 
networking with a new breed of 
post -in dependent leaders like 
Yoweri Musedeni of Uganda ! 
and Paul Kagame of Rwanda, 
pursuing a dream that one day 
he would overthrow President 
Mobutu. 

But much about the man re- 
mains a mystery. Mr Kabila has 
yet to give a confessional in- 
terview and discourages ques- 
tions about his private life. 

However, his past is a testa- 
ment to persistence and a pu- 
rity of sorts. In a country where 


es can c fa never to have col- 
laborated with President 
Mobutu, Mr Kabila is a one off 

He is an amiable fellow, but 
his affability evaporates if his 
Maoist past is questioned or his 
famil y life probed. There are 
some gjgns of imperial, dictato- 
rial tendencies. He has appoint- 
ed relatives to key positions in 
rebel held territory. And re-ed- 
ucation classes nm by bis forces 
for the citizens of captured towns 
have a rigid totalitarian feet 

Political opposition, asyet, is 
banned in rebel territory, and 
his new standing has already 

been undermined by accusation 
of refugee massacres by Kabi- 
la’s forces. 

F.mma Bonino, EU Human 
Rights Commissaoner, this week 
claimed that if Mr Kabila re- 
placed President Mobutu this 
probably not be a change for the 
better. While few would make 
such a hasty judgement, diplo- 
matic opinion has been influ- 
enced by another recent evenL 

On Sunday, the South 
African President, Nelson Man- 
dela, sandwiched between Pres- 
ident Mobutu and Mr Kabila, 
at their first face-to-face meet- 
ing cm the South African ship 
Outemqua, described Mr Kabi- 
ja as “a great son of Africa.” 

The real worth of that diplo- 
matic statement should be 

{slttutela afforded the same 
praise to President Mobutu. 

Behind the scenes opinions 
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25,000 miles flat out at I40mph. 
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Abe Feder 


From the age of 14 to his death 
at 87, Abe Feder dedicated 
himself exclusively, obsessively, 
to illumination m a vast range 
of applications. 

Feder was not only America’s 
first modem “lighting designer” 
for the theatre, both experi- 
mental and Broadway, be also 
became the country’s leading ar- 
chitectural and urban lighting 
consultant. Thus Fcder's resura* 
runs in two distinct columns: 
hundreds of plara, musicals and 
operas; and a huge number of 
buildings. These fists reveal an 
impressive chronology and 
grandeur Afv Fair Lady (19 56) 
can be matched by the Rocke- 
feller Center's RCA Building, or 
The Cradle Will Rock (1938) 
with Hartford Athenaeum - a 
parallel history of the most im- 
portant theatre productions 
and buildings in mid-20lh- 
century America. 

Feder was bom in Milwaukee 



Feder: switchboard ‘Houdinr 


in 1909 and “blew his first fuse” 
on a school production, having 
been inspired by a visiting ma- 
gician. the Great Thurston. He 
attended the Carnegie Institute 
in Pittsburgh, where he studied 
architecture, which in practical 
effect is what he practised, al- 
beit using electricity and can- 
dlepower rather than brick or 
concrete; his sensibility being al- 
ways closer to lhaL of sophisti- 
cated architect than stage hack. 
Indeed, considering the range 
of buildings he worked with, on 
or in. and the integrity of his 
solutions for everyone from 
Gropius to Morris Lapidus. 
Feder could be seen as fore- 
runner of those theoretical ar- 
chitects today investigating 
cybertechnoldgy,- electronics 
and other forms of “building" 
without traditional materials. 


As it was, while still an 
undergraduate Feder won 
praise from the French play- 
wright Paul Claudel for the 
novel lighting of one of his plays 
and was soon working at the 
Goodman Theater in Chicago, 
moving to Manhattan in 1930. 
He was immediately hailed as 
a precocious star, at 20 the only 
independent lighting designer in . 
America. His avant-garde cre- 
dentials were established with 
Gertrude Steins “negro opera”. 
Four Saints in Three Acts (1934), 
for which he consulted skin 
specialists on black pigmenta- 
tion. resulting in more intense 
light for a luminous quality. 

This technique came in use- 
ful when collaborating with Or- 
son Welles at the Federal 
Theater, including his “Black 
Macbeth ” (1936). As part of the 
theatre’s “Living Newspaper 
Productions” Feder utilised rad- 
ical techniques of projecting 
colour-slides and film footage in 
lieu of painted sets, perhaps in- 
fluencing Gtten Kane. His most 
important Welles production 
was Dr Faustus (1937), where 
light first shaped the stage with- 
out benefit of secs, a job of such 
magnitude Feder moved into the 
theatre to live and was afterwards 
hospitalised with a breakdown. 

Some of (his may have been 
occasioned by his ferociously an- 
tagonistic relationship with 
Welles (amusingly documented 
in Simon Callow’s recent biog- 
raphy) and Feder’s own short 
temper. Now known as “Hou- 
dint of the Switchboard”, 
Feder became lighting and tech- 
nical director of all Federal 
Theater productions, some 200 
including landmarks such as 
N3zhnova's//o4i7 Gabier (1937). 

In the Second World War 
Serjeant Feder toured with 
Winged Victory and subsequent- 
ly lit countless Broadway shows 
from The Boyfriend ( 1953) and 
My Fair Lady ( 1956) to Camelot 
( I960). The’ latter also resulted 
in a ground-breaking court case 
awarding him $500 damages for 
the (unauthorised) British ver- 
sion of his lighting plan, an 
important precedent for the 
integrity of theatrical lighting, 
in the process revealing that 
Feder was paid qlmost twice 
Cecil Beaton’s set fee. 

“Theatre is the most won- 


ter you’ve lit a 50-storey build- 
ing?^ Feder commented of his 


architectural commissions, 
spearheading the post-war dis- 
covery of public lighting. From 
the United Nations, inside St 
Patrick's Cathedral, to a termi- 
nal at JFK airport, the Bronx 
Zoo, even Buckminster Fuller's 
first geodesic dome, Feder was 
always ready to “Push back the 
darkness!” - Feder’s slogan. 

For the Rockefeller he used 
50 million lumens - the ap- 
proximate output of 42,000 75- 
watt bulbs - from 342 tightly 
focused lamps hidden on nine 
buildings to cast no shadow. 


lamps built to order by Gener- 
al Electric, including which 


al Electric, including which 
chemicals he wanted in the 
vapours. For the Pan Am build- 


ing he deployed 206 incandes- 
cent bulbs with pencil-like 


cent bulbs with pencil-like 
beams mounted on the sur- 
rounding roofs, proving his 
motto: “Lighting is the only de- 
sign material that can fill space 
without blocking it.” 

In everything from the 1949 
Gimbels corset department to 
luxury Transatlantic liners, Otto 
Preminger’s New York resi- 
dence, the gigantic Miami Lin- 
coln Mall or brass mesh and 
fluoresceins to simulate sunlight 
in his own kitchen, Feder was 
both technical, practical expert 
and abstract metaphysician. He 
was directly responsible for 10 
different new types of lightbulbs 
and a column in Women s Wear 
Daily encouraging retail trade 
through lighting, but always 
emphasised: “Thinking in light 
is something essentially inde- 
pendent from foe physical means 
of carrying out those ideas.” 

This was a man who had to 
turn down lighting Piazza San 
Marco in Venice and the 'Veil- 
ing Wall in Jerusalem for lack of 
local resources and could not eat 
under ugly restaurant hailing, his 
passion and expertise knowing 
no boundaries of scale or cu- 
riosity. “Lighting By Feder". 
the famous trademark name, 
carries on, and how appropriate 
that Abe Feder's death should 
have been honoured by the ear- 
ly extinction of the lights at 
both the Rockefeller Center 
and the Empire State Building. 



Henry Hyde 


Adrian Danoatt 


derfol training possible for this 
profession, but how can you get 
excited about a 50-foot stage af- 


Abraham Hyman Feder, lighting 
designer: bom Milwaukee, Wis- 
consin 27 June 1909; twice mar- 
ried. : died New Krfc 24 April 1997. 


'Push back the darkness!’: Feder’s lighting for the Rockefeller Center 


Henrv Hvde became a leading 
United States spyroaster in the 
war against Hitler’s Germany: 
fittingly for a Parife-boni Amer- 
ican, his principal field of activity 
lay in France. 

His parents were wealthy 
(the money came from the Eq- 
uitable Life insurance compa- 
ny. which an ancestor had 
founded), vet also cultivated. 
They preferred Paris at the tail 
end of the belle epoque to the 
America of Theodore Roosevelt 
and Woodrow Wilson. They 
staved on through the Great 
Vfor, eariv in which he was bom. 
His mother’s salon at Versailles 
had visitors as various as Foch. 
Ravel and Marie Laurenpn. 

Hyde got an international ed- 
ucation, at the College de Nor- 
mandie in France, Chillon in 
Switzerland and Bonn in Ger- 
many as well as Charterhouse 
and trinity College. Cambridge, 
where heread History in G.M. 
Trevelyan’s heyday. Then he 
went to Harvard to read Law. 
and moved on to practise it in 
New York. 

A fellow lawyer, Alan Dulles 

- John Foster Dulles’s brother 

- picked him out to join the Of- 
fice of Strategic Services. This 
was the .American foreign secret 
service, formed in mid-1942 to 
cover both espionage and sub- 
version: direct ancestor of to- 
day’s CIA OSS posted him, 
viewing his fluent French and 
German, to intelligence duties 
in newly conquered Algiers, 
where be carved himself out a 
niche of his own. 

He organised a group of 
spies, codenaraed “Penny Ear- 
thing”, to report on German 
troop locations and movements 
in southern France; viewing 
the eventual landing on the Riv- 
iera coast that was to form 
part of the Allied invasion of 
western Europe. The group 
ranged from French aristocrats 
who had been family friends to 
railway clerks, local govern- 
ment officials, and an ardent 
anarchist codenamed “Toto”. 
"To to" was among several 
whom the Germans caught; in 
the end, he was overrun by 
friendly forces while awaiting ex- 
ecution in Mantluc prison in 
Lyons, for the Riviera landing 
succeeded. 

Operation "Anvil", as it was 
at first known, was to have 
been simultaneous with opera- 
tion “Neptune", the landing 
on the west Normandy beach- 
Photogranhs: New Yaik Times es; but there were not enough 


Henry Hyde, spy and lawyer, 
bom Paris SI October 1915: 


twice married (wo daughters): 
died New York 5 April 1997. 


Hans-Hubert Schonzeler 


Geoffrey Midgley 


The conductor and musicologist 
Hans-Hubert Schonzeler was an 
engagingly paradoxical man and 
he would have been tickled by 
the notion that an important 
Bruckner exponent and schol- 
ar^ was specially mourned among 
the membership of the Savage 
Club, that louche but friendly 
fraternity of musicians, actors 
and artists whose company he 
so much enjoyed. Indeed, I was 
to have been his guest at a din- 
ner there six days before he died. 

Schonzeler, who was an only 
child, was bom in Leipzig to par- 
ents neither of whom was a pro- 
fessional musician. He took up 
the violin at the age of five and 
this instrument always bad a 
prime place in his affections. 
Sent to Brussels by his father - 
who was not Jewish, but who 
strongly opposed the Nazi 
regime - so as to avoid contact 
with Hitler Youth, he returned 
to Germany in 1938. A year lat- 
er, first his father, then he and 
his mother, emigrated to Aus- 
tralia where, on the outbreak of 
the Second World War, his 
father was interned. 

Schonzeler went to Sydney 
Boys High School, but after two 
years - and quite irrationally - 
he and his mother were also in- 
terned. During the four years of 
his incarceration he continued 
to study the violin, music 
theory and, with a former di- 


rector of the Vienna Boys 
Choir, conducting. 

Released in 1946, he became 
a naturalised Australian - and 
hence a British subject - the fol- 
lowing year. At the New South 
Wales State Conservatorium 
he studied with Eugene Go os- 
sens, a musician for whom he 
retained the warmest admira- 
tion, and began to direct student 
orchestras and choirs. But it was 
dear that be needed tobeinEu- 
rope and so, with the help of 
Rafael Kubelik, he settled in 
London in 1950, securing a job 
with Eulenburg Edition, of 
which he later became a direc- 
tor. From 1957 to 1962 he led 
the 20th Century Ensemble. 

Adrian Boult and Wilhelm 
Furtwangier - the 10th anniver- 
sary of whose death was marked 
by "a concert which Schonzeler 
conducted at the Royal' Albert 
Hall in 1964 - encouraged him 
and he was a successful partici- 
pant in a number of important 
Conductor’s Courses, among 
them the Paris Conservatoire 
and the Accademia Chigjana. 

Schonzeler worked as a free- 
lance all over the world and 


ner. For the BBC he gave the 
world premiere of the first ver- 
sion of the Eighth Symphony (in 
1973) and for Jhe Adelaide Fes- 
tival the world premiere of the 
authentic first version of the 
Third Symphony (in 1978). He 
had already in 1970 published an 
authoritative book on the com- 
poser and he was later honoured 
by the Bruckner Society of 
America and the International 
Bruckner Society, Vienna. 

Another of Schonzeler s spe- 
cialities was the music of Dvo- 
rak; he visited Prague both for 
research and for recordings of 
Janacek and Martinu. In 1974 
he appeared at the Prague 
Spring Festival and. in 1975, was 
made an honorary member of 
the Antonin Dvorak Society. 


guested with a majority of the 
British orchestras. His reper- 


British orchestras. His reper- 
toire was catholic (be pre- 
miered new works in Britain, 
Germany and Australia) but his 
special strengths lay in the Ger- 
man romantics, notably Bruck- 



Illness curtailed Scbdnzel- 
er’s career but he remained pas- 
sionately interested in music and 
musicians; he was not above 
some cheerful gossip and a vis- 
it to his Chelsea home was al- 
ways stimulating, occasionally 
bibulous. He was pugnaciously 
argumentative, but his some- 
times outrageous dislikes were 
generally tempered with a 
beady humour. He idolised 
Furtwangier and it was hard 
work to persuade him to change 
his raina about one's own he- 
roes. I failed lamentably where 
the admirable Gunter Wind was 
concerned. But we were gen- 
erally of one mind about the 
charlatans and show-offs. 

Schonzeler was hospitable 
and generous, as was his devoted 
wife, Wilhelmina (“Helmi”). 
For some years he had sup- 
ported the Musicians Ben- 
evolent Fund in various ways, 
donating - for auction - his own 
violin and tbe complete Urtext 
of Hugo Wolf. He was a man of 
impressive musical and person- 
al integrity. German by birth, he 
became an estimable English- 
man; his last recording was of 
music by Edmund Rubbra. 

Robert Ponsonby 


A good teacher is knowledge- 
able. lucid, and approachable. 


Schonzeler: pugnacious 


Hans-Hubert Schonzeler, con- 
ductor and musicologist : bom 
Leipzig 22 June 1925; married ; 
died London 30 April 1997. 


able, lucid, and approachable, 
but a great teacher inspires. 
Geoffrey Midgley was a great as 
well as a " good teacher, who had 
an enormous influence on 
the several generations of stu- 
dents who passed through the 
Philosophy Department at 
Newcastle University. 

MIdgley’s engagement with 
philosophy was both immediate 
and intense. Most lecturers re- 
hearse doctrines and arguments 
to their audience but Geoff 
Midgley engaged in philosoph- 
ical thought in front of our eyes. 
Boun ding into the lecture 
theatre with an air of boyish en- 
thusiasm, longish white locks 
bobbing, no notes in sight, he 
would plunge into some philo- 
sophical problem without pre- 
liminaries. What made it so 
gripping for the audience was 
the freshness of the perfor- 
mance. There was no feeling of 
going over old ground, of 
retelling a tale often told 
before; each lecture was for 
Midgley a new experience, a 
fresh attempt to get to grips with 
something which puzzled him. 

Midgley bad won a classical 
scholarship to Oxford but the 
Second World War intervened, 
and. after a four-year spell as a 
radar boffin in the RAF, be 
completed the PPE course in 
two years at New College, un- 


der Isaiah Berlin, and then 
read for the new BPhii degree 
under its founder, Gilbert Ryle. 

In 1949 he went to Newcastle, 
where he remained for the rest 
of his life, successively as Lec- 
turer, Senior Lecturer and Head 
of Department. A year later he 
married a fellow philosopher. 
Maty Scnitton. and so began a 
long and happy professional 
and domestic partnership. 

Midgley belonged to the gen- 
eration of philosophers heavi- 
ly influenced by the later 
Wittgenstein and John Austin, 
and published two long seminal 
papers (in 1955 and 1959) on 
the crucial concept of a linguistic 
rule. Although deeply interest- 
ed in logic and philosophy of 
language he never accepted 
the then fashionable doctrine 
that the urge to philosophise 
was the product of linguistic 
confusion. On the contrary, he 
believed that the central ques- 
tions of philosophy were both 
real and important; no one 
who had been taught by him 
would ever think that philoso- 
phy was just a game with words. 
For him philosophy and life 
were continuous: every issue 
had a philosophical angle, and 
philosophical thought was to be 
translated into action. 

Midgley published nothing 
after those first two papers (al- 
though often urged to do so by 



Midgley: boyish gtee 


his students). He devoted him- 
self instead to making the de- 
partment a model of what a 
philosophy department should 
be: a centre of uninhibited in- 
tellectual enquiry and ceaseless 
discussion. 

Tutorials were conducted in 
his room, which was dominat- 
ed by a large table, on which as- 
sorted items, reflecting his many 
interests, were piled to an 
alarming height: not only books, 
notes, and letters, but sheet mu- 
sic and sometimes bits of mu- 
sical instruments (he was a fine 
oboe playet). He sat in an enor- 
mous padded chair. From time 
to time he would leap up and 
plunge into the tottering edifice 
on his table, to pull out some 
plum: a quotation, a paragraph 


from a book, a letter from 
someone. He would then thrust 
the item back into the pile 
when he had finished with it. • 

He would adopt a similar ap- 
proach to the contents of his 
own mind, searching for some 
gem which would ffluminate the 
whole discussion and producing 
it triumphantly for our edifica- 
tion. Often one thought would 
lead to another, on one occa- 
sion he became completely, en- 
grossed in his train of thought 
which lasted for the whole tu- 
torial. Glancing at his watch, 
Midgley exclaimed: “You always 
get more than you bargained 
for", and laughed with boyish 
glee, kicking his legs in the air 
and bouncing up and down 
alarmingly in his chair. 

He retained a childlike won- 
der and a strong sense of the in- 
congruous and of the absurd. 
He was intolerant only of pom- 
posity and stuffiness, and he 
showed that one can be utter- 
ly serious while roaring with 
laughter at tbe same time. , 


David McNaugbten 


Geoffrey Charles John Midgity, 
philosopher been Ilford, Essex 14. 
June 1921; Lecturer and Senior. 
Lecturer, Department of Pfuloso- 
phy, Newcastle Umerrity 1949-86, : 
Head of Department 1982-86; 
married 1950 Mary Scrutton (thee 
sons); died Newcastle ItApril 1997. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


Birthdays 


Sir David Attenborough, broadcast- 
er and naturalist, 7l; Mr Peter 


BIRTHS 


COtVDER; On 29 April to Susan (u£e 
Omran) and Charles, a son, Oliver 
Reignier, a brother for W iliam and 
James. 


ROYAL. ENGAGEftTBNTS 












er and naturalist, 7l; Mr Peter 
Benchley, author, 57: Lord Blyrh of 
Rowington. chief executive and 
deputy chairman. Boots Company, 
57; Mr Jack Chariton, football man- 
ager, 62; Dr Sir Anthony Dawson, 
former physician lo the Queen, 69; 
Sir Ian Denholm, chairman, J- & J. 
Denholm. 70; Miss VMua Du- 
rante, ballerina, 30, Mr Gary Glitter, 
rock performer, 53; Miss Heather 
Harper, soprano, 67; Lord Hoff- 
n iann , a Lord of Appeal in Or dinar y, 
63; Lord Jauncey of Tullicheuk, a For- 
mer Lord of Appeal in Ordinary, 72; 
Mr Norman Lament, former Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, 55; Tbe 
Right Rev Graham Leonard, former 
Bishop of London. 76; Dame Felic- 
! Jy Lou. operatic soprano, 50: Vice- 
Admiral Sir Neville Purvis, chief 
executive, British Standards Institu- 
tion, 61; Mr John Reid MP, 50; Mr 
Alastair Service, chairman, Wiltshire 
Health Authority, 64; Air Mar shal Sir 
Michael Simmons, secretary, Coun- 
cil of Justiae for Animals and Humane 
Slaughter Association. 60: Sir Philip 
Wilkinson, former deputy chairman, 
National Westminster Bank, 70. 


Gauguin, painter. 1903. On this day: 
John Osborne’s play Look Back in 
Angervns Eist performed, 1956. To- 
day is Ascension Day and the Feast 
Day of St Acacius or Agathus, St 
Benedict U, pope, St Boniface IV, 
pope, St Desiderates or Desire of 
Bo urges. St Gibrian. St Otger. St fit- 
ter of Taren taise, St Plecheim, Sl Vic- 
tor Maurus and St Wiro. 


Home Secretary could return asylum seeker to France 


Regina v Secretary of State for the 
Home Department, ex parte 
Canbolat; Court of Appeal (Lord 
Woolf, Master of the Rolls, Lord 
Justice Evans and Lord Justice 
Schiemann) 30 April 1997 
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Luncheons 


The Queen 

The Queen and tbe Duke of Edin- 
burgh held a lunch party at Buck- 
ingham Palace yesterday. The guests 
were: 


Ms Jody Me Knight (General Secretary. Na- 
tiraal Asodanoa pF Pmtttfjan Officers). Pro- 
fessor Sarah Springman (Professor of 
Geotochiuol Engineering. Institute fur Ge- 
ricduiik. Zurich); Mr John Bate (chairman 
National ftjwerplc). Sir Alistair Grant iduir- 
otan. Scottish and Newcastle pic). Mr Michael 
KcntivflhsasuRT, Royal Academy), Profes- 
sor John Lawton (Dnuaor. National Envi- 
ronment Research Council Centre far 
ftapabUon Bktkj&l Professor Rohen OTteflt 
(Chichele Professor af Hfctwy aTWhr, Orion! 
Ufttvrniry). ViasAttairal Si Jonathan TbJ 
(Deputy Commander Fleet ). 


Changing of the Guard 

— c«hs Mnmol feyjami , 


Anniversaries 

Births: Jean- Henri Dunam, founder 
of the Red Cross, 1828; Friedrich Au- 
gust von Hayck. economist, 1899. 
Deaths: j oh n Stua rt Mill political , 


Arts Council of England 
The Eari of Gowrie, Chairman, and 
Mary Allen, Secretary General of the 
Arts Council of England, yesterday 
hosted a luncheon at the Arts Coun- 
cil, 14 Great Ptier Street, London 
SW1. Also present were: 


Ms till Borin: Professor Tun Rnghouse: Ms 


Bran Hilton; Ms Made Lurie Hutchins Ms Hi- 

.O.in-Kir. 0 - , . 1 ,-nfi LT- t_H 


When considering an applica- 
tion by an asylum seeker from 
a “safe country”, the Home Sec- 
retary should assure himself 
that, if returned to that safe 
country, there would be no 
real risk that the asylum 
seeker would be seat to anoth- 
er country otherwise than in 
accordance with the 1951 
Geneva Convention. 

The Court of Appeal af- 
firmed the Divisional Court's 
dismissal of an application for 
judicial review of the Horae 
Secretary's decision, authoris- 
ing the removal of the applicant 
from the United Kingdom 10 
France. 

The applicant, a Turkish cit- 
izen of Kurdish origin, arrived 
in the United Kingdom on 31 
August 1996 from Paris and 
claimed political asylum. She 
was granted temporary leave to 


ficer’s decision as to her re- 
moval was stayed pending the 
outcome of her application for 
judicial review. 

Manju S. CUl andAsoka Dias (Bluett 
A Co, Edmonton ) for the applicant; 
David Pannick QC and Mark Shay.' 
f Treasury Solicitor) for the Home 
Secretary. 


Lord Woolf MR said that the is- 
sue was whether the Home Sec- 
retary’s decision to issue a- 
certificate under section 2(2) of 
the Asylum and Immigration 
Act 1996, to the effect that the 
applicant should be returned 
immediately to France where 
her claim to asylum would be 
heard, was one to which he was 
entitled to come. 

The Home Secretary ac- 
cepted that because of the 
time which had elapsed since 
the applicant’s arrival in this 
country she could not be re- 
moved until her application 
for asvlum was heard and de- 


raeam that her appeal was pur- 
sued as a matter of principle. 

Among those to whom the 
Asylum and Immigration Act 
1996 applied were asylum seek- 
ers from a “safe country”, which 
was a country other than that 
where the asyium seeker feared 
persecution. 

They could be returned to 
the safe country subject to the 
important proviso that it was 
not one where they would be 
persecuted, or from which they 
would be relumed to the coun- 
try where they alleged he would 
be persecuted, without the 
merits of their asylum claim be- 
ing properly investigated, or 
in breach of the Geneva 
Convention. 

Special adjudicators, when 
determining appeals prior to 
the removal of their jurisdiction 
by the 1996 Act. bad indicated 
that they were not satisfied that 
France could be treated as a 
safe countrv. 


under an obligation to satisfy 
himself that either those deci- 


^nn^i« mne riu— Thai — -^-Tbc-.Hom e. Secretary w as J 


sions of special adjudicators 
were in bis opinion wrong, or 
that the position in France had 
since changed for the better. 

It was submitted on behalf of 
the Home Secretary that in con- 
sidering an application for asy- 
lum he was entitled to ask 
himself whether, in his opinion, 
there was a reasonable degree 
of likelihood that France would 
send the appellant to Turkey 
otherwise than in accordance 
with the Convention. The Di- 
visional Court appeared to 
have accepted that submission. 

Their Lordships did not 
agree. That submission involved 
a lower threshold than that l ai d 

down by the 1996 Act What was 

required was that there should 
be “no real risk that the asylum 

seeker would be sent to anoth- 
er country otherwise than in ac- 
cordance with the Convention”. 
The unpredictability of human 
-hehayiour^pr.the_!jtnQle_p^ 


sibQity of changes in adminis- 
trative law or procedures which 
there was no reason to antici- 
pate, would not be a real risk. 

It was for the Home Secre- 
tary to evaluate the material. If . 
he could properly have come to 
the decision which , he did on . 
that material then' the couit . 
could not interfere. .Vi 

Like the Divisional Court 
their Lordships had carefully- 
considered ail the material 
placed before them. They un- . 
derstood the concerns of. the 
special adjudicators. However, 
there was a difference between 
the decisions of the special ad-, 
judicators and the responsibil- . 
ities of the court The special 
adjudicators, on an appeal, > 
considered the material which 
was before them and made 
their own judgment as fo-the . 
merits. The court’s role was 
limited to that of review. 

Approaching the question 
thus, it could not be skid that 
the Home Secretary had not! 
been entitled to coine to the.' 
opinion that he did. 


KalfcO’B^nton, Barrister 


A 


landing craft to mount both at 

once. , _ _ 

“Neptune”, the assault phase 
of “Overlord”, went in o*g6 
June 1944: the surviving landing 
craft then went round to / tig 
Mediterranean and mounted 
“AnviT - renamed “Dragxm - 
for which D-day was 15 August, 

“Dragoon" was much less ee- 
pensive in men than “*N dp 1 . 
tune” had been: partly became 
Hitler for once ordered a re- 
treat. partly also because “Pen- 
ny Farthing” had provided so 
extraordinarily complete a pic- 
ture of German dispositions, 
which the Allies were' able to 
match and counter exactly. As 
Arthur Funk has explained in 
his luminous book Hidden Aft 
(1992), French resistance pro- 
vided a much larger bonus than, 
the planning staffs had foreseen. 
“Penny Farthing 17 contributed a 
substantial slab of this bonus, ri- 
valling the contribution 'of 
Marie-Madeleme Fourcade’s 
huge “Alliance” network which 
worked to MI6 in -London. 

Moreoever, as far back as 
February 1944 it had been a 
“Penny Farthing'’ agent who 
spotted, earlier than anyone 
else, that the Second SS Panz- 
er Division which bad been 
.fighting in Russia bad retired'tq 
south-west France to refiL As. 
for the moment, it had no 
tanks, Bletchley (to the ultra- 
secret products of which Hyde 
was not then privy) could not 
pick it up from its routine tank 
strength returns. Once it had 
been located, steps could be tak- 
en to delay its move elsewhere. 
After its tanks arrived, two 
schoolgirl sisters siphoned off 
tbe oil in many tank trans- 
porters' axles, replacing it with 
SOE's abrasive grease, and thus 
helped cause a vital fortnight^' 
delay in the division's move to . 
Normandy in June 1944. . 

Hyde was promoted to re? - 
place Dulles in Bern as headof 
OSS's north-west European 
operations, and did not return 
to New York until 1947. He then 
moved to a further, career, 
spanning more than four- 
decades, as an intcrnatan&l 
lawyer. He never forgot, his 
French friends, and re drained a 
pillar of Franco-Atnerican 
friendship. 

M.R.D. Foot 
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A leadership battle lost before it’s fought 



maki^ J ^ c j| 1 g t Jl as late ty been 

rrr about the strentSw 3 J d dance 
§gte and the sterlinc. 8 ^ *? ! . he nation 
. HiSpSe of Commrt® 9> UaIu,es of our 

botoliy.offeTalok. n ,; “ 1 east 9™- 
Wby didn’t someone ^ ^ ld 5 rappeaL 
Shephard atfa? “ peisuade GiUnn 
efi^wn? The problem* 0 u Ul a marker 

leaps might ° thc Amer- 

^qunced candjdat^ states. That does not necessarily m 

W^-rate, and some demonsTrah^ f^C the Sin S le CmTerK Y in l" 9 - nor 

tfr? appurtenances of nolir.v.i ■ does 11 mean si fi nin S U P to die integra- 

acmpdia age. This is? \ n I,onjst project advanced by Chancellor 

fegaty, the gift to her nnr*Lf tcher s K ? W - 11 docs mcan Paying the negoti- 
^h&TOould tolerate ni,K^L° r Some ® ne at ing game, winning friends and allies 
figtrres in her Cabinet vriXfS?! en ' a . mon S the other states, thinking posi- 
s'ubfifas Lords Howe anrt **"' we, £* ,t » tn ' e b' about the architecture as well as 
sftteezed out The result if M?° n ' “ dor ? t ^ ^ like to forget them - con- 
di^jiay of Tory bonsai * 1S thlS Week S sid . ei ? n S the timing and sequence of bids 

they, are going to make their d Jsi™7n ~ P ' 


courage or perspicacity to state the real 
reasons why the party lost, or come up 
with a dear case for believing in its immi- 
nent revival. 

There is of course a wider significance 
to this contest, and it goes beyond the 
constitutional fact that the Tbries are the 
principal opposition to Labour and as 
such have a public responsibility to get 
their act together. It is that sooner or 
later, we believe, the United Kingdom 
will have to come to terras with its mem- 
bership of a confederation of European 
states. That does not necessarily mean 

4.L. ^ t** /“■* • ■» AAA _ _ _ 



thephenomeiwnofcrimemoiirknidof requires his party to face the inevitable 
society beyond ritual calls for discipline, nerw. However, Tory MPs are probably 
family and order. incapable of taking note of this sage 

' The recent Chancellor was a touch advice, and will instead elect either a 
jejune in his defence of political discro- sceptically entrapped Howard, or a 
non in monetary policy the other day. small and inconsequential political fig- 
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Poujade was not an intellectual; John 
Redwood bears the badge of All Souls 
College, Oxford, which says he is. But 
Redwoodism seems of late to have 
turned into a mishmash of populist 



about a shell-shocked 
Su raK: F L irst WorId War historians 
sfguld gjve them a psychological going- 
gyen John Major could have staved on 
month or two. allowing a moment 
graest and recovery: instead he has sent 
ps> party exhausted into a contest in 
which, to date, no candidate has had the 


servative Party on the way towards 
accepting that there is no sensible alter- 
native for this country but to tread the 
path of co-opcration within a pan-Euro- 
pean organisation committed to a lot 
more than free trade. Thus the latterday 
Pbujadism of John Redwood would 
merely prolong the party’s agony. Pierre 


Lillcy is a player of small stature - and 
that does not refer to his physical size. 
Stephen Dorrell has flip-flopped too 
often to be credible: he is coining from 
nowhere in particular, and should be 
regarded for the time being as going 
nowhere, either. The Hague lad is 
charming, intelligent, amicable, compe- 


tent but (judge from the episode of the 
champagne pact with Michael Howard) 
in need of longer schooling in the 
wicked arts of politics before assuming 
the heavy mantle of leadership. 

That leaves only two middleweights: 
Howard vs Clarke. Neither are great 
thinkers. Neither wiD furnish a Tamvrorth 
manifesto for the 21st century, adapting 
and modernising Conservative belief 
and party practice. Michael Howard's 
stewardship of the Home Office has not 
only been practically ineffective (crime 
levels seem to have been remarkably 
unchanged by locking up huge num- 
bers); he has had little useful to say about 


But he is a formidable political opera- 
tor and a strong parliamentary per- 
former with stacks of blotdsh charm. Not 
a grand figure, or a brilliant one, but cer- 
tainly a man with the kind of toughness 
of mind that the next party leader will 
need to pufl the Tbiy clan back together. 

And he is, among this thin band, the 
only candidate with a forthrightly posi- 
tive position on Europe. Here the per- 
sona which Kenneth Clarke adopts- the 
man from Nottingham with his finger on 
the pulse of manufacturing and services 
in the heart of England - comes into its 
own. In him the company director, the 
man with a pint in his fist in a West 
Bridgford pub, becomes pro-Europe. 
That Clarke has not trimmed, has not 
succumbed to the atavism that has swept 
through his party of late (like Messrs 
Hague and Dorrell), is also to his credit. 
Whether Michael Howard really 
believes in his little Englandism is beside 
the point. He has deliberately and 
openly made himself a Euro-sceptic - 
and, judging by his election result in the 
Folkestone constituency, there are many 
more of these holed up in large numbers 
behind the acacia bushes. 

So Kenneth Clarke should win, 
because be is the only candidate who 


ure. In that case Mr Clarke can and must 
keep i^> the good fight, safe m die knowi- 
ng 6 that the victor in this present elec- 
tion will only be a transitional figure. 
Some day, doubtless after much further 
blood-letting, the Conservatives will 
return to the modern world. 


Classics are 
so elastic 

"VT ichoJas Kenyon, controller of BBC 
X v Radio 3, takes a swipe at Lord 
Lloyd Webber, but elevates Lennon and 
McCartney to the classical canon. Lots 
of hum piling and garumphing about 
that, no doubt. But there is no harm in 
challenging our definition of what con- 
stitutes “clasacal” music. Sure, the Bea- 
tles have been continuously loved and 
responded to for decades - but is 
longevity enough? Abba have been 
loved for a long time, too (humph). 
Pierre Boulez and Sir Harrison 
Birtwistle have not, by many, but they 
are supposedly “classical". We hope Mr 
Kenyon merely means that all these def- 
initions are elastically by-the-by. 
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SxrfThe problem with discussion 
orrproportionaJ representation is 
tbht most people do not cany in 
fljtjir minds what the various 
possibilities are. Hence, potentially 
mlri^cessaiy fears may exist. 

;, T6r my part, while I would like to 
see a distribution of seats more in 
Moe with the proportion of votes 
eastrl do not wish to see what I have 
experienced in another European 
comitiy: the impossibility of having 
contact with one’s MP other than 
through the ballot box. On a 
number of occasions I have been 
able to represent minority interest 
matters directly to my MP of the 
time, usually getting a sympathetic 
response, and sometimes feeling 
that I have managed to influence 
etents. 

’■‘My continental friends find it a 
novel idea, and many of them would 
like a comparable fatality. There is a 
s£isd that under their current 
system, MPs are just an abstraction 
0 ud - get-at-able. Neither is there 
■ rotinb at elections for the colourful 
err innovative independents we have 
hercr: just the grey dullness of party 
tisfcv’fo be picked up outride the 
poB&g station, carried in, and 
diimped into the ballot box; So, 

What system is it that approximates 
to- the best of both worlds? 

JCitfEN TIPPLER 
fttatilmg, Lincolnshire 

SiriJohn Diamond (“Under PR no 
8 be gets what they voted for**, 
iGettrrs 7 May) makes a strong case 
against proportional 
representation. He adds that “first- 
pdsl-the-post is, indeed, imperfect 
boNt is the least imperfect of all 
the options". 

‘ All the options? What about 
preferential voting (also known as 
tie alternative vote;? It retains the 
benefits of constituency-based 
^presentation with the advantage 
ef better reflecting the will of the 
whble electorate. Is it not better to 

ftaOe a government elected by rcasuu iv mmi iuc w»u>iiium w 

ffiiToritv even if a small proportion the smallest possible coalitions that 
ft Afthe electorate voted for them as can assert a majority. If the seats 

• attend preference, than one fall according to Mr Diamond’s 

S&ied bv only 44 per cent of the scenario the best solution is a 

three-way coalition government. 

0600 ‘ That would maximise the number 


■ There are disadvantages with > »uBinumuuiiwmii».iii«.uiHiJw 

preferential voting: it does favour of laws tharcould be pa^ed with 
the middle I the support of at least o6 per cent 
of the voters, When was the last 



power; but I doubt that any party 
capable of denying political reality 
to that extent will attract many 
votes anyway. 

As for the mandate, there is no 
reason to limit the possibilities to 


preierenuai ** 

- parties which occupy the middle 

iround. and can on occasion . 

fSe the third runner to first time first-past-the-post gave such a 
Ifck second preferences need to " democratic result? - 
teSS Italso takes far longer MARK BASSETT 
to'cdunL But It allows people to 
VoEeWith their conscience, and 
ditirbatically reduces the “wasted 


. i fftope that, when a referendum 

. fefeit to the people on electoral 
' ieform, preferential voting is nven 

1 a f5& chance alongside PR and the 
' fcuffenl system, and iMtme 

ariSbcracies, will sapP^ 1 lL 

- BcBWINICMESSENGER 

... ' H&tham, Mst Sussex 

Siri^ohn Diamond enyigges a 

- iKderswhichtwo-p^ 

i - fearasssss 

■ fSS.-** 1 ?™" 

jmdfe 1 PR, but when we 

pRfe Britain the parties will have 

■ loeiplain their viem on 

■'i&^CSS-a 

fo^ectionwith the attitude that 
'i : . th8y wflj obtain an abgj® . . 

* ■ Srityare going todi»pprant 

rjB voters by agreeing W share 
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MARK BASSETT 
New Malden, Storey 

Sir 44.4 per cent of voters may, as 
John Diamond tells us^ have got the 
government they^ voted for- but 
. that doesn’t mean they gotthe 
government they wanted. More 
votezs than everweredriven by 
frustration to vote tactically for the 
least unacceptable candidate with a 
chance of winning. 

Under the current system any 
claim of a mandate is unfounded, 
not only because the winning party 
doesn’t have am^ority of votes 
cast but also because there is no - 
way of knowing how many of those 
. it didget were tactical or negative. 
Under a PR system it will be : 

possible to know for the first time 
what the British people really want 
BRIAN FEWSTER. 

Leicester 

Sir. The reinvigorated debate on 
proportional representation is 

music to the earsof many. 

However, although PR may be 
necessity, it alone is not sufficient 
to ensure fair and just elections. 

The present dependence of 
parties on the abSSty to raise huge 


sums of money to fight election 
campaigns ensures that the backing 
of unions, big business, or 
extremely wealthy individuals is 
essential. The two main parties are 
each to a greater or lesser extent 
beholden to their corporate 
backers. Both their integrity and 
independence is compromised. 

I find the funding of the Tory 
party particularly galling. Money 
that should be going into share 
dividends to fund my pension and 
my mortgage endowment policy is 
instead being diverted to support a 
political party that I am strongly 
opposed to. Reform to the funding 
ofpoUtical parties isas necessary as 
reform to the voting system if 
future elections are to be fair and 
just to everyone. 

JONMARKS 
Rualip, Middlesex 


Self’s philosophy 

Sin John TOM (Magazine, 3 May) 
finds that Will Self “studied PPE 
by mistake", and that he's now 
“trying to write a series of Big Lit 
essays saying ‘Is this good enough? 
Damn it, I should have done 
English/” 

As one of Will Self s philosophy 
tutors, I doubt this. The Study of 
philosophy requires a great deal 
more imagination than the study of 
English literature, and Fdbe 
surprised if WiU Self -who wrote 
some thoroughly erotic essays - 
thought that he’d made the wrong 
choice. 

GALEN STRAWSON 
Jesus College, Oxford 


Blair’s case for 
open government 

Sir The contents of the Queen's 
speech, to be settled on Thursday, 
will be subject to many competing 
claims. But among the strongest 
should be a Freedom of 
Information (FOI) Act, 
incorporating whistleblower 
protection. The case for it was put 
most emphatically by Tbny Blair, 


lorn of Information's annual 
awards in March 1996, when he 
described the legislation as “not 
some isolated constitutional 
reform" but a “change that is 
absolutely fundamental to how we 
see politics developing In this 
country”. He added: 

The crucial question is does the 
Government regard people’s 
involvement in politics as being 
restricted to periodic ejections? Or, 
does ft regard itself as in some sense in 
a genuine partnership with people?... 

I don’t believe that [an FOI Act's] 
impact would supply be m the pure 
matter of legislation ... It would also 

cignal n aillnre riurng n* flmt wptiM 

make a dramatic difference to the way 
that Britain & governed. The^ very &ct 
of its introduction win signal a new 
relationship between government and 
people: a relationship which sees the 
public as legitimate stakeholders in the 
running of the country and sees 
election to serve the public as being 
given mi trust... 

There is so much disaffection from 
politics, so much disflliision with it, 
and one of ... the reasons is that we 
live in a modem and o far better 


educated and far more open and Ear 
more assertive democracy and country 
and it’s good that people feel in that 
way. The irony is that the system of 
government is about 50, 60, 70 years 
behind the actual feelings and 
sentiments of the broad majority of 
people. A Freedom of Information 
Act is not just important in iiselt It is 
part of bringing oor politics cp to date, 
of lettmg politics catch up with the 
aspirations of people and delivering 
not just more open bat more effective 
and efficient government for the 
future. 

The case for immediate 
legislation could not be better puL 
MAURICE FRANKEL 
Director 


Freedom of Information 
London EC1 


West must not 

loot Zaire anew 

Sin President Mobutu of Zaire 
seems about to exile himself for 
ever from theoountzy he has bled 
dxy since assuming power. Now is 
the time for the international debt 
agencies to show that humanitarian 
concerns and natural justice matter 
more to them than profit. 

The arch -thief Mobutu has 
amassed a fortune estimated at 
$5bn-$6bn. Tins colossal amount is 
around the same as Zaire's 
national debt. Debt repayment is a 
burden on the whole of the South, 
but weighs particularly heavily on 
the poorest, and, according to the 
World Bank’s own figures, the mass 
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of Zaireans are the poorest of them 
all. 

Will the Bank, and their partners 
the Internationa] Monetary Fund, 
forgive these stolen loans? Or will . 
they force the incoming regime to 
continue to bleed Zaire’s poor to 
repay the money stolen by Mobutu; 
a process akin to making the new 
owners of a house liable for the 
debts of their predecessors? 

If the IMF and World Bank 
continue with “business as usual" 
they will have forfeited all moral 
right to continue to actas the rich 
world’s debt collectors. 

ANDREW WHITWORTH 
Leeds 


Shaking with 
insincerity 

Sir One thing hasn’t changed: the 
spectacle of British (tike 

from the person they are shaking 
hands with. What gesture could be, 
and appear, more meaningless and 
insincere?' 

Perhaps Peter Mandelson could 
start his New Labour Government 
Integrated PR job with a training 
course on how to shake hands in 
public. 

SARA CLARKE 
Hayjvdd, Derbyshire 


Major’s doom 

'Sir. Julius Caesar Ad n Scene ii: 
When beggars die, there are no comets 
seen; 

The heavens themselves blaze forth the 
death of princes. 
It was Hale-Bopp wot won it. 
ANGUS HENDERSON 
Cnmlei ghjSurrey 


Abortion can be 
a loving solution 

Sin While I agree with much of 
Cardinal Hume’s article (“A 
manifesto for moral and spiritual 
problems", 6 May), may I express 
my anger at his attempt to equate 
abortion today with slavery in the 
19th century? 

Slavery was immoral because it 
involved the capture, 
transportation and exploitation, 
often with great cruelty, of large 
numbers of unwilling people for 
the commercial advantage of 
relatively few. To the best of my 
knowledge there is no commercial 
organisation today which forcibly 
seizes women, carries them off, 
impregnates them and then aborts 
their foetuses for the sake of profit. 

There must be few people who 
are genuinely “pro-abortion" in the 
sense that they would recommend 
that women experience abortion as 
apastime, diversion or occupation. 
(It is probably the worst of all 
methods of birth-control.) There 
are many, like me, who accept that 
-it is sometimes (in cases such as 
rape, foetal abnormality or acute 
social need) the best of a number of 
bad options. 

May I, as an ordinary back-pew 
Anglican, presume to remind 
Cardinal Hume that we are 
recommended to love the Lord, 
our God, with all our hearts, souls 
and minds? If we use our minds we 
will recognise that there are 
occasions in this imperfect world 
when accepting a distasteful option 
such as abortion is the most loving 
solution to a joroblem. I suggest 
that a Christian society would do all 
in its power to shield women from 
the need to seek abortions. (By 
promoting wider knowledge of 
contraception and responsibility in 
sexual activity.) It would certainly 
not condemn women who feel that 
they have no choice nor those who 
seek to help them. 

GEORGE GARNER 
Midway, Devon 

Sir: Cardinal Basil Hume is right to 
point out that many of our 
economic and social problems have 
a moral dimension. A shared sense 
of mutual responsibility, respect for 
(ah) life, and a stable and caring 
borne environment for children are 
goals we can all agree on. 

It is a pity, therefore, that be 
takes the opportunity to exercise 
the old dogmas on abortion and the 
shape of the family, rather than 
considering how, through social 
dialogue, we might work towards 
the creation of a new. shared 
morality and the development of _ 
public policies to support it. 
JONATHAN PINKNEY-BAIRD 
The Communitarian Forum 
Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk 


House-training 

Sin Along with new members and 
new measures, may we hope for 
new manners in the House of 
Commons? Was it. perhaps, the 
sight of their elected 


in the House that turned so many 
of the young off voting? With more 
women, at last, in Parliament, may 
we hope for more cMised 
behaviour? Surely, with less 
shouting, more work would get 
done, and better. 

JANE AIKEN HODGE 
Lewes, East Sussex 


Feeling good 

Sin I think I’ve got that elusive feel- 
good factor at last 
ADRIAN PERRY 
London SE1 
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Men, women and 
children run for 
cover after the 
EnniskBten 
bomb in 1987 
Right: Gerry 
Adams greets 
the election 
result 
Photographs: 
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Now it’s Blair’s chance 


for peace in Ireland 


T he road to peace in 
Ireland remains 
strewn with obsta- 
cles and difficulties. 
But Labours elec- 
tion victors may well have 
increased the chances of a 
revived peace process and 
another IRA ceasefire. 
Labour's success has not 
wrought the same overnight 
transformation in Northern 
Ireland as it has in London, 
but then; are. none the less, 
grounds for hoping it makes 
peace more likely. Things 
may not have changed utterly, 
but" they have changed. 

When Tony Blair meets John 
Bruton, the Irish Prime Minis- 
ter. today in London they will 
be looking at the familiar prob- 
lems but also figuring how best 
to exploit what could well he a 
new window of opportunity. 

The headline news in "the 
election was that Sinn Fein, the 
political wing of the IRA. 
through its two leaders, Geny 
Adams and Martin McGuin- 
ness. had captured two of the IS 
Northern Ireland seats. They 
will go to London to demand 
political recognition based on 
their 16 per cent share of the 
vote, a new record for Sinn Fein. 
There will doubtless be 
unseemly, though highly news- 
worthy. scenes when they arrive 
to demand entry to the Com- 
mons, and whatever happens a 
Sinn Fein office is to be opened 
in London. Sinn Fein rules mean 
that the two men cannot take 
their scats in the chamber of the 
House of Commons, but they 
will be pressing for use of the full 
facilities dug to MPs. It remains 
to be seen how- Parliament will 
deal with their demands. 


The increased vote for Sinn Fein in Northern 
Ireland dismayed some observers, but there 
are growing pressures on all factions to get 
round the table, says David McKittrick 


Behind the headlines lie 
intriguing pauems which, taken 
together! may make eventual 
peace more "likely. To begin 
with, nationalism - the nation- 
alist vote, which is to say the 
combined vote for the Social 
Democratic and Labour Party 
(SDLP) and Sinn Fein - is 
increasintroii the time. A decade 
and a half ago it was less than 
one-third of the total, but it has 
now reached 40 per cent The 
basic landscape of Northern 
Irelands demographic make- 
up is changing: numerically, 
nationalism is on the move. 

The genera! assumption is 
that because the Sinn Fein vote 
rose, the SDLP vote fell. But 
this was not the case. The 
SDLP lost one of its four seats 
but its vote (apart from the 
anomalous European contests) 
was actually its biggest ever. 
This seems partly to be due to 
the increase in the Catholic 
population and partly to an 
increased nationalist turn-out. 

The fact that Sinn Fein 
amassed 126,000 votes at a time 
when the IRA had ended its 
ceasefire and returned to ter- 
rorism is on the face of it a cause 
of dismay, but is worthy of closer 
examination. The Sion Fein vote 
has a number of components. 
The largest is the traditional 
republican vote, which in 10 
elections from the early 1980s to 


the early 1990s stayed steady at 
au average of 11 per cent. 

But with last year's contest 
for seats in the "Northern Ire- 
land forum, and now. in the 
election just past, the Sinn Fein 
vote rose to IS and then 16 per 
cent One element this time was 
a sheer tribal vote, [_ 
in Mid-Ulster, where national- 
ist determination to eject the 
Democratic Unionist Rev 
William McCrea, one of Ian 
Paisleys most vituperative lieu- 
tenants, took precedence over 
all other considerations. 

Another component is a 
new-found republican ability 
to mobilise previous non-vot- 
ere, and in particular younger 
voters, a group other parties 
have trouble reaching. Many 
younger people are not only 
voting but working for Sinn 
Fein. One of Martin McGuin- 
ness's key election workers, for 
example, was Paul Henry, wbo 
at 27 is studying for an 
advanced diploma in manage- 
ment for the community and 
voluntary’ sector. According to 
Henry: “In recent times we are 
getting a large number of grad- 
uates among our curwinn 
(branch) membership. It's 
young people seeing education 
as power/' 

Another factor behind the 
Sinn Fein increase was a straight 
peace vote - some thousands of 


voters supporting them in the 
hope of encouraging them 
along a political and non-violent 
path. A few of these are natural 
SDLP supporters, while rather 
more are non-violent republi- 
cans previously alienated by 
IRA violence but who now 
accept the bona fides of Adams 
and McGuinnesa 
The republicans fought the 
election on a platform of both 
war and peace. In Belfast Sinn 
Fein continued to appropriate 
the word “peace”, plastering it 
all over their election literature 
while simultaneously the IRA in 
Britain was choking up the trans- 
port systems with bomb threats. 
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his twin-track approach 
may have been an elec- 
toral attempt to unite 
doves and hawks: no one knows 
enough about the inner work- 
ings of the collective republican 
brain to say forsure. One thing, 
however, is certain enough: 
there is a clear consensus in the 
broader republican family that 
the “armed struggle" has 
almost run its course. 

That feeling was evident dur- 
ing the 1994-96 ceasefire and, 
if anything, has grown since 
then. Scarcely anyone voting 
for Sinn Fein did so to urge the 
IRA to fight on indefinitely. 
Rather, the overwhelming 
sense is that the IRA's role is to 
secure Sinn .Fein’s entry into 
talks on the most advantageous 
terms possible. 

The breakdown of the last 
ceasefire has persuaded many in 
Britain, the Republic and within 
Unionism that all the talk of 
peace was sheer hypocrisy, and 
that Adams and hts associates 
were either insincere or unable 
to deliver in the face of IRA 
hardliners. The most telling 
argument against this is that if 
Sian Fein have been simply 
deceiving and cheating, they 
have successfully deceived ana 
cheated their own supporters. 


In doing so, they have imbued 
their own community with a 
belief that an indefinite terror- • 
tst campaign is fruitless, and in 
doing so they have seriously 
weakened the capacity of the 
IRA to maintain its long war of 
shootings and bombings. 

There have been so many 
false dawns about new cease- 
fires, that it might be said that 
everyone is suffering from 
expectation fatigue. Yet within 
republicanism itself the expec- 
tation of new peace moves is so 
strong that it is coming close to 
imposing an imperative on the 
IRA. Undue delay would also 
increase the growing sense of 
exasperation with the republi- 
cans which is already very visi- 
ble in both the Irish Republic 
and the United States. 

Republican supporters are, it 
hardly needs saying, both highly 
politicised and highly tolerant of 
the use ofviolence. But the tacit 
understanding now is that the 
further use of violence should 
be aimed at getting to the con- 
ference table rather than 
resuming an interminable and 
very obviously imwinnable war. 

The IRA could not ignore 
this sentiment for ever, but the 
political diary for the next few 
months is fairly crowded, and 
few would be surprised if no 
new ceasefire arrived before 
the autumn. According to one 
republican activist “We con- 
tested the election on a new 
opportunity for peace but it's 
not peace at any price, it's 
peace at an honourable price. 
Our voters understand that” 

Northern Ireland local coun- 
cil elections take place later this 
month, followed almost cer- 
taialy by a general election in 
the republic. Early July brings 
the symbolic Drumcree march, 
with the possibility of a re-run 
of last year’s bitter confronta- 
tions. Here there is always the 
chance that more acts of IRA 
violence will further sour the 
atmosphere. There are, in other 
words, many points at which the 
peace train could be derailed. 

The election has also 
brought important changes on 
the Unioaist side. In last year’s 
forum election Paisley was, to 
coin a phrase, in the ascen- 
dancy. But now his loss of 
William McCrea, coupled with 


the success of David Trimble’s 
rival Unionist party in picking 
up another seat, means that in 
terms of Commons seats Trim- 
ble has advanced from 9-3 to 
10 - 2 . 

Locally his parry has pulled 
ahead of Paisley, but it too has 
to come to terras with the fact 
that it has lost its previously piv- 
otal position at Westminster. In 
his last year in office, and with 
a vanishing majority, John 
Major delivered a series of 
concessions ro Trimble. Those 
days are gone. 

"From now on it will not be 
Trimble pressurising the Gov- 
ernment, but the Government 
pressuring Trimble. The multi- 
party political talks, which 
dragged on so unproductive ly 
for so many months, are due to 
resume in Belfast on 3 June, 
and when they do the Ulster 
Unionists will come under 
heavy pressure to move to 
break the logjam. 

The argument will be that 
with Paisley's fortunes in appar- 
ent decline. Trimble can afford 
to be more adventurous. Of 
course, then there is Drumcree 
a month later, when no one 
really knows what will happen. 
There will be uncertainty as to 


whether another IRA ceasefire 
is in the offing, and much 
debate on whether any new end 
to the violence is for real. 


third will be in exploring a new 


peace process with the repub- 
lic 


D ealing with all this will 
provide a crucial test of 


Trimble's leadership. If, 
for example, he can establish 
some moral authority then 
Unionism would be well placed 
to make a whole new start; but 
if Drumcree is another fiasco. 
Unionism could well lose out. 

Labour’s gigantic majority 
means that Tony Blair and Mar- 
jorie Mowlam, his Northern 
Ireland Secretary, assume 
responsibilityforNorthern Ire- 
land with both great power and 
great moral authority. In prac- 
tical terras Mowlam' is bound, 
like Peter Brooke and Sir 
Patrick Maybew before her, to 
begin by pursuing an approach 
with three facets. 

One wifi be crisis-manage- 
ment, most immediately in the 
run-up to Drumcree and also in 
coping with any serious out- 
breaks of violence from either 
the IRA or the loyalists. The 
second wflj be in working the 
inter-party talks, to see whether 
she can produce movement 
which eluded Mayhew. The 


Hearts. to see whether another 
ceasefire is possible. 

Given this, Gerry Adams 
and David Trimble must 
presently be musing, in their 
veiy different ways, on pretty 
much the same question; 
whether this is the time”, to 
make a move which wDl seize 
the initiative for their party 
and convince Labour that they 
are the side to concentrate on- 

The three el£nents are all 
intertwined and will impact on 
each other. A pessimist can 
quite easily sketch out a sce- 
nario in which a bad Drumcree, 
continuing deadlock in .the 
talks, an IRA atrocity and loy- 
alist retaliation lead to the vir- 
tual collapse of hope. An gpti-i 
mist can point to the new 
possibilities created by the elec-i 
tion: a strong government 
which skilfully manages Drum- 
cree, an emboldened Trimble 
and a new IRA ceasefire. 

Either scenario is possible,' 
but the veiy fact that a path for 
improvement exists wifi be 
enough to give fresh heart to 
those who, of late, have scarcely 
dared hope that peace was still 
possible. 


Your starter for 10: who wrote this opening? 


I once had the duty of 
setting a Christmas quiz 
in Punch magazine, which 
was not easy because, as 
someone once said, everyone 
has a good novel and 10 good 
quiz questions hidden away * 
inside them (actually, 1 think 
it was me that said h) and 10 
good questions is not enough 
for a good quiz. But one of 
the questions I devised was 
good, because it gave (he 
openings of famous books 
and asked people to identify 
them, and one of the 
openings baffled most people. 
Do you recognise it ? 

Here it is. 

“I. Existence. N. existence, 
esse, being, entity: absolute 
being, absoluteness, 
givenness; aseity, self- 
existence; unit of being, 
monad, Platonic idea..." 

Some thought it felt a bit 
like modem poetry, and 
others thought it might be a 
religious meditation, but it is 
in fact the opening of 
Rogers Thesaurus. Once you 
are told the title, the style 
becomes immediately 
recognisable, but nobody is 
likely to recognise or indeed 
even to have ever read the 
opening of the book. Rogefs 
Thesaurus is not the kind of 
book people read from the 
start to the finish, so there 


was no obligation on Dr 
Peter Mark Roget to devise a 
snappy opening. You can't 
imagine this exchange taking 
place at the publisher's: 

“We like the book very 
much. Dr Roget, but we find 
the opening a little stodgy. 
Would it not be possible to ... 
to ... 

“Yes? To what?” 

“Well, frankly, to put some 
of the more sensational 
word clusters on the first 
page!” 

I was reminded of the 
matter of openings when I 
came across a novel by 
Auberon Waugh the other 
day in a second-hand book 
shop in Bristol. It was called 
A Bed of Flowers, and if 
Auberon Waugh is 
interested, the 1985 
paperback of the original 
1972 hardback is currently 
fetching £2. Not having 
heard of the novel, I idly 
started reading it and was 
taken aback - this being the 
middle of last week - to find 
that the opening scene is set 
at an election night party, in 
fact an election night party 
for the night in 1966 when 
Harold Wilson was elected in 
a Labour landslide. 

It was quite funny. 

(* 'If the Conservatives 
had won, I honestly think I 



Miles 

Kington 


would have emigrated,' said 
Charlie de Rothschild. He 
was a merchant banker. 

*“ ‘I just feel that the good 
people are here again,' said 
little Mrs Pardue. crinkling 
up her eyes. She was either a 
Peek or a Frean - anyway, 
the biscuit family.") 

Whether it would have 
been quite so funny if I 
myself wasn’t about to face 
election night, I don't know. 
In fact, I might not even have 
read those opening few 
pages if it had not been for 
the coincidence of the way it 
described an election night 
party. I am not sure I shall 
read any further in tbc book 
now, even though I bought it. 


Yes, long after the time I 
thought i would ever buy 
another Auberon Wauah 
novel, I paid £2 and brought 
it home (which is how I am 
able to quote from it so 
accurately) and I have in fact 
read a little further onwards, 
but already there are so 
many characters doing such 
satirical things that I am not 
sure I may not have 
forgotten who half of them 
are already. 

What the bookseller in 
Bristol should have done if 
be had any enterprise was 
put the novel in the window, 
affix a card saying “Topical - 
Topical - Topical - Contains 
Classic Description by 
Auberon Waugh of Election 
Night Party!" and charged 
£10 for iL But second-hand 
booksellers seldom show that 
sort of enterprise. They will 
affix little signs saying “First 
Edition” or “Signed by 
Author", but what they wifi 
not do is pul signs on saying 
“Very Funny" or “Good 
Battle Scenes" or "Pretty 
Sexy in an Understated Sort 
of Way". 

I did once see a book shop 
Window in Museum Street, 
Bloomstiuiy where the wily 

bookseller had pinned a 
book open at a rather funny 
opening, and 1 was 


sufficiently tempted to go in 
and buy the book but on V'. 
later perusal it turned out to ’ 
be the only funny bit in the ' , 
book, as I pointed out to the \ 
bookseller next time I was in ‘ 
there. 

“Yes, sir.” he agreed. 

“That was my opinion, too. .r 
Still, it worked, didn't it ?” ' 

Certainly did. There have , u 
been one or two other books ' 

I bought entirely on the ' 
strength of the opening. ' ; 

Catck-22 was one- Another, 
was a novel by Ian Hay whK# h 
opens with a description ofV-. 
young Scottish country lad; J ' _ 
coming to Edinburgh by trsuq: . 
on his first visit there. andA :is ~ 
how he is initially 
disappointed by itspot being " 
quite as big as he imagines, T7 
with not so many shops, and * 
its being covered over by 
some sort of ar tificial dome. . 

It turns out he is still inside , 
Waverley station, which he ; 
assumes to be the whole of • 
Edinburgh. - 
But my favourite 
of any novel is still, after 
many years, this one. 

“Bang! Bang!* Bang! Bang!-,, 
“Four shots ripped into 
groin and I was off on the 
biggest adventure of my fife!;?,*,, 
"But first, let the tell you, 
something about myself...” 
Can anyone identify it? 
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After the landslide, 
let’s get back to 
democracy 



F^iSffdStss 
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landslide and all the voting fig- 
ures are in and crunched vet 
again our quaint tombola of a 
system is shown to have pro- 
cured a result that bears little 
resemblance to votes case 

Because huge numbers 
^Stayed at home, profoundly 
^Cheesed off with the paucity of 
^toice on offer. Afterwards 
-there was much chortling with Pa 

/glee at the many new Torv-free r 1 

r^roes, yet in the cold light of day ToVi 

n °t funny that the Celtic * 

.TtaKS-nearty20percent of the xt 

TVelsh and 17 .5 per cent of Scots NOW 

--are unrepresented. 

v. . Now is the time to start prepa- till 

: rations for the next election. 

Jyo, not the next general elec- TYFPTY 
Phan, but for the great referen- ^ 

;dum on electoral reform. The fhp *v 

will be in about three years' - 1 

■ r ; .tijne and that is not long to ere- rs\r\rAA* 
■Ste a well-financed and profes- cic^LM 
sibnal organisation from scratch. 

> ;in this heady week, high on T6l6T< 
; We euphoria of ejecting the , 
raories, it is easy to forget how tO Cl 
: things felt and what many peo- 
- pie said during that inteoninable OUT* 1 
. Sir-week election. There was a 1 

.genuine indignation against the 
limited political choice and 
. revulsion at the repetitive sound- 
; bites going nowhere, the head- Ol V 
' banging about fantasy budgets 
^everyone knew were nonsense anyway. People 
v§fgyed at home in their droves, as never before. 
£ jKgne were the disaffected poor, who saw not 
£pnOugh for themselves in New Labour’s tilt 
>tenvards Middle England. Others were angry 
jSpries - pro and anti-Europeans - unable to 
fflticulaie their vote to their satisfaction. 

that could be different next time. There 
tould be parties to express those valid views 
: if the referendum on proportional represen- 
tation were won, with a new left and a new right 
rtfing split away without committing electoral 
t jujcide. (What’s Jeremy Corbyn doing in the 
,£ajne party as Tony Blair?) 

-First, within the year, a commission on elec- 
toral reform will make its recommendations. 
Who will serve on that commission? Will it be 
"politicians and their henchpersons. or wfl] it 
include a cross-section of interests and com- 
: -inimities? Will it represent the interests of vot- 
ers, or only of the political parties? It will take 
' r up to a year to report and then there wiD be a 
•referendum within the year. 


won: 1945 - the Labour “land- 
slide'* won only 47 per cent of the 
vote yet 61 per cent of the scats. 
1951 - Labour lost their “land- 
slide" with a higher proporticin of 
votes (48.8 per cent) and more 
votes than the Ibries, who none 
the less won most seats. The 1974 
election ousted Ted Heath, 
although he got more votes than 
Labour ... time and again the win 
of the voters is denial. 

The unfair mechanics may 
D M not matter, but the political cul- 

POlly turc docs and its divisive ethos 

TftunkaA has held us back ever since the 

I Oy 11066 war. Our system binds panics 

together in unnatural unions 
Maht with iron bands. PR would be 

1 vUW Id Ulc political divorce reform: at last 
x_* j. the unsuitably married could 

LUI16 LO divorce and remarry if they felt 

n like it. The SDP’s bid to do it 
prepare tor without PR was like divorce 100 

x *■ years ago, resulting only in soda! 

thp TIPY"!" nio* exile an d ruin. The spectacle of 
UiC IltJX l UIg Ihe Tories fighting in a 

plpH~inn fVro sack, just as Labour did in the 
cueuuuil — UJfcJ Eighties, cries out for PR. How 
on eart ^ are Tories supposed to 
I cltJI cilLIulIl vote for a party when that vote 

to ^_ might be imeipreted as Qarkiie 

Change or RedwcxSdian? So divided are 

_ . they that under PR if they split. 

our unfair the Garkites might be closer 

partners with New Labour than 
q\/Q f . PTn with Redwood. 

Labour’s brilliant strategy 
Ap Vrrf-incr made the best use of the sys- 

UL VULLIlg tern's anomalies, targeting just 

70.000 swing voters in key seats. 
Sod the rest, and not surprisingly many voters 
were affronted. Under PR, every vote m every 
seat is of value. So Tories would campaign in 
inner cities. Labour in the country, each 
gleaning the last vote they could. 

So, what about that supposed unique bond 
between the voters and their MP. Well, as so 
many of the vanquished lick their wounds after 
a life-rime of constituency surgeries, that link 
looks pretty spurious. Good and bad fell alike 
under the Labour steamroller, and new'MPs 
waxing sentimental about their patch had bet- 
ter remember iti 

Labour MPs will calculate the odds. After 
all during the whole of the Eighties they gained 
hugely more seats than merited by their votes, 
and they've done it again now, so why give it 
up? But contemplation of the past 18 years 
should propel them towards PR. Never again, 
they should be saying. Under PR there never 
could have been the Thatcher years, there 
never could have been an extremist minority 
Tbry government. If New Labour’s inclusive 


’weight against change. But the Labour front 
'‘fetich will divide, with Robin Cook and Mo 
'Mowlam among others for proportional rep- 
resentation. Of the valiant five Tory MPs who 
■'made up the Conservative Action for Electoral 
' Reform only Peter Temple-Morris survived and 
Tiny newcomers are unlikely to be of that ilk. 
: / But what Westminster politicians say may 
■not matter much: a recent Economist opinion 
'poll suggests 65 per cent already support PR. 
' By then we shall have Scottish and Welsh PR- 
elected parliaments, making PR look less 
.alarmingly foreign. Last week, many more vot- 
ers turned tactical, showing how well they 
'ifiiderstand our lousy system; under PR they 
'nO longer need vote for their second choice. 
'‘-"The campaign will air the simple injustice of 
TJfls present system in which time and again there 
wide disparity between votes cast and seats 


Only relinquish absolute power and Labour 
would share power indefinitely. 

But their dizzying result may have gone to 
their beads. They may imagine, wrongly, they 
can have it all for ever on their terms. But next 
time won’t be the same, 'those stay-at-home gut 
Tories will troop back. Most of us are still prim- 
itive tribal voters, life-long adherents to our 
parties, encouraged to stay in our bunkers by 
the present system. It is a meaningless, dam- 
aging tribalism that would be finally broken by 
PR. The paradox is that PR brings stability of 
government - no more wild left-right swings 
- yet flexibility and choice for the voter. 

So, now the myriad organisations already 
committed to PR- need to set about preparing 
a formidable referendum fighting campaign - 
for it will take time and slrilL It is looks set to 
become a campaign of the people against most 
of the Westminster politicians. 


W hat a hotbed 
of passion the 
new-Jook Her- 
itage depart- 
ment is, to be 
sure. Now that the awful 
prospect has passed of Jack 
Cunningham oe coming Her- 
itage Secretary, one regards 
with a kind of awe the hor- 
monal monster that the Min- 
istry of Fun has become. Of 
the incoming Secretary, Chris 
Smith, let me just quote three 
consecutive entries from 
Andrew Roth's Pariiamentary 
Profiles : “often goes into 
flights of poetry and academic 
resonance": “gay, rock 
climber" and mountaineer 
and “ihe first MP to [climb 
all] the Munros, the 280 Scot- 
tish peaks over 3,000 feet”. 
Soldier, scholar, horseman he 
... But if there were any 
imputation of effeleness 
about the appointment of the 
Commons’ only self-declared 
homosexual to the depart- 
ment, Tony Banks's appoint- 
ment as Minister for Sport 
should scotch it. His ambition 
to be Mayor of London tem- 
porarily thwarted, he now 
comes on like a prospective 
editor of When Saturday 
Comes magazine, swilling 
Rolling Rock, being pho- 
tographed in the Sports Caft 
and saying “innit". But the 
knave m this testosterone- 
enriched pack is Mark Fisher, 
the new Arts Minister. Mr 
Fisher’s importance dans erne 
galere is not his contribution 
to Labour’s “Create the 
Future" arts policy document, 
nor bis interesting views on 
library funding or urban strat- 
egy, nor even his status as the 
only Old Etonian in the Gov- 
ernment, but as an unlik ely 
Lothario. Though portly, bald 
and, by his own admission, “a 
Humpty Dumpty figure", he 
has, almost unnotice dly, 
mutated into a Zorro of the 
boudoir. Just one week after 
David Mellor’s affair with 
Antonia de Sancha was all 
over the papers, Fisher 
astounded literary London by 
appearing on holiday in 
France with Ursula Owen, the 
deeply gorgeous co-founder 



Ftehen unfiEkoly Lothario 


XJ 

the commentators 
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of Virago Books and current 
director of Index on Censor- 
ship. Though Fisher had just 
ceased to be Mcllor's oppo- 
site number, the press were 
weirdly silent on this exciting 
nun of events. Then last 
autumn, rumours flew that 
Candia Me William, the tal- 
ented and statuesque novelist, 
has left her Parsec Oxford- 
don husband, Fram Dimshaw, 
for ... Mark Fisher. The cou- 
ple are still happily together. 
No condemnations in the 
press, no gossip in the 
columns, no reused eyebrows 
in the literary salons and no 
cries of “shock" in the 
tabloids have ever disturbed 
the twirl and flourish of Mr 
Fisher's romantic swordplay. 
How does be do it? 


afield, look at world-wide 
issues for their subjects." die 
concludes ringingly. 

Does everyone connected 
with the Orange Prize have 
to sign an undertaking to 
drum up some bogus contro- 
versy? Has Professor Jardine 
read Barker’s The Ghost 
Road, with its not-very- 
parochial theme of civilisa- 
tion and barbarism, from the 
Great War to the Polynesian 


B attacks ’smug' Eng- 
lish novelists", 
yelled the headlines yester- 
day. Not again. Does a month 
now go by without a “book 
prize judge” - that curious 
new mode of employment 
which, like the Internet surfer 
and the image consultant, 
didn’t exist 30 years ago - or 
a resting author making 
windy and foolish generalisa- 
tions about British writers? 
This time last year, it was a 
couple of the Orange Prize 
judges saying too many novels 
were whiningly domestic or 
boringly brutal; then Carmen 
Callil at the Booker, then VS 
Naipaul grumpily declared 
the En glish novel as d ead as 
the madrigal, then Salman 
Rushdie denying it in The 
New Ybrher, then Vaffaire Gra- 
ham Swift; now we're back 
with the one about English . 
novelists being “smug and 
parochial" ana unconcerned 
about appealing to the world 
market The attack came 
from Lisa Jardine, the reclu- 
sive and little-seen professor 
of English at Queen Maty 
and Westfield College, and 
chairman of the Orange Prize 
judges; she nominated Martin 
Anus, Julian Barnes, Graham 
Swift and Pat Barker as typi- 
cal culprits' of our narrow- 
minded culture. “En glish 
writers should look further 


ook prize judge 
attacks ’smug' E 



Janfine: controversial judge 

jungle? Or Amis’s not-espe- 
cially-homely Tone's Arrow, 
about the making and 
unweaving of a Nazi? Or 
Barnes’s not-rerribly-Home- 
Co unties The Porcupine , 
about the trial of an Eastern 
bloc dictator? And as for 
Graham Swift’s Last Orders , 
whose bereaved London pil- 
grims she calls “parochial” 
and “meaningless” — do I 
need to remind a professor of 
English of Patrick 
Kavanagh’s poem. Epic, in 
which the poet wonders if he 
can write about his backyard: 
“I inclined/lb lose my faith in 
Ballyrush and Gortm/THl 
Homer’s ghost came whisper- 
ing to my mind. He said: I 
made the Iliad from such/A 
local row. Gods make their 
own importance." 


M odem art grows up 
this year when the 
late Gaflery hits its 
centenary in October. All 
kinds of razzy celebrations 
are promised at the Millbank 


)llf How quickly the honeymoon can sour 


r Bill Clinton’s first 100 days were a fiasco with lessons for Tony Blair, says Rupert Cornwell 
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IV 

I-W- Tow familiar it all seems, in this heady 
I I— I political spring of 1997. Many and 
j 1 I d eliberate are the parallels between 

I -v. . _ « n:il a* (ha rlatxm nf thpir 
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.'respective eras: me rep wtcwcuv tv" 

Ekfby modernity, novelty and youth, theca Iti- 
‘vatecuy informal styles, last Friday's walk down 
!a Downing Street that was a m^tureFton- 
‘svlvapia Avenue on Inauguration Day, 1993. Bui 
SreSarity. thus far at least - Blair is avoid- 
!j„g the serial disast ers th at eatne ctee to 
. ° . ■ .u-. mirrttm Presidenctf at its VHV Start. 


'destroying the unnon rresuoicy 
‘ ^Hit the Ground Running", they all promise. 
iBitfthose of us who ^i^ere wflln^er foi^t 
ithfc : scumbling, pothole-strewn birth of Clmton s 
4. ■ _ n^fin hJnmlrv’fi T JIWTIlfldC flCSfa- The 


itonewis set even before he entered 4e White 
'House, as the President-elect struggled tofom 
SS^Sninistmiion. Iben came Narmy^te and 
SSfor a female Attorney General who had 
^^^^^trib^nsforh^d^- 
Kkff. a requirement satisfied only by the third 
then followed thequitemme* 

I^Tdistractioo overa ranpaign promise on 
,ce ^ Finally, there was an ill- 


liberal. Oneway and 
jSto* ICO days of Clinton felt like the 

‘“^^^“erypiobtetn was self infeed. 
WUhSeX^ntlteption of AlecDouglas- 
fa 1963 British prime mnusleis enjoy 
■S^iZr^&>,onoe, diS American Presidents. 
^J^ever', Bill Clinton, who inspired that - 
o hatred in some quarters 



Happy for a day: Bill and HBlary celebrate the first Inauguration 


Photograph: AP 


.KHiff to the »» of state, someone who 
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jjjat he was not only neaa oi 
ni also bead of state, someone who 
£ to iv to reveal whether bis taste 

SBSasssasasasS' 

^ftised yo click . . — — 


no “bubble” problem. Already, after less than a 
week in Downing Street, he aroeais every inch 
a prime minister. The manifesto and a bland 
campaign gave few hostages to fortune, while 
everyone seems to know exactly what he’s 
doing. At the weekend, Chris Smith nimbly 
avoided a gaffe an the Elgin Marbles. Then came 
the swift saga-up to the European Social Chap- 
ter, and Gordon Brown’s stunning coup over the 
Bank of England and interest rates. That's 
hitting the ground running. 

Helping Labour, of course, are the inbuilt 
safeguards peculiar to the British system. 
Pariiamentary government ensures that a poten- 
tial prime miniver has long since learnt the ropes 
(even the much-mocked Douglas-Home, in feet 

,vi* Jr& 4 J ft . ftwp . tn Aic . — '~- 


Party). D^pite his youth, Blair has been an MP 
for almost 14 years. 

Remember too that, compared to an Ameri- 
can president, a British prime minister is an 
elected dictator. The former must deal with a 
Congress that even when controlled by his own 
party is fiercely jealous of its constitutional role 
as a separate branch of government In Britain, 
on the other hand, the prime minister auto- 
matically commands a majority in Parliament 
over whom his powers of patronage are huge. 
Rmnanent civil savants wait to help him at every 
turn. If he knows what he wants to do, he can 
do ft. Qinton, by contrast, had never experienced 
^feshmgton politics at the sharp end, and his 
arrogant and untried staff knew everything 


At this point, however, the paths of Blair and 
Clinton start to converge. The Prime Minister, 
we are told, wants to run a presidential admin- 
istration. in which 10 Downing Street becomes 
the White House, command and control centre 
for all government dealings with the media. If 
so, then beware. It won’t work. 

. Arguably the gravest error of the untested 
Gin ionites was to lock a door. It connected the 
White House press room with the corridor lead- 
ing to the office of tire White House spokesman. 
Never -even during the worst days ofWatergate 
- had it been closed. Bill Clmton inherited a 
press corps at least as well disposed towards him 
as the lobby is to Blair, but at a stroke he lost it 
The aim was to control the news; instead, he 
achieved the opposite. Thus the fierce and 
hostile coverage of embarrassments such as the 
sadring of the White House travel office staff and 
Whitewater, as well as that S250 haircut aboard 
Air Force One on the tarmac at Los Angeles 
airport, which was portrayed as a regal whim that 
paralysed West Coast air traffic for hours. 

Now it is hard to imagine Tbny Blair, so 

public inoonveitirare!&it is it a coincidence that 
just- as Clinton promised the' “most ethical 
Administration in history”, so the Prime Minister 
yesterday read the riot act on sleaze to his new 
MPs? The very standards Blair sets make him 
doubly vulnerable to even small transgressions 
by his followers or himself. 

But, if in these next few weeks, the machine 
should come off the rails, let Blair look across 
the Atlantic. The ait of politics is not so much 
avoiding mistakes, as not making the same one 
twice. Bui Clinton's fiist two years were an excru- 
ciating job- training course, culminating in the 
Republicans' mid-term sweep of Congress. But 
by 1995, finally, the “bubble" snapped tight, and 
in November last year Qinton won a second term 
in a canter. Let Tony Blair be so lucky in 2002, 
or whenever he calls the next election. 'Ibday's 
balmy honeymoon wfl] be a distant memory. If 


Passionate 
politicians at 
the Ministry of 
Fun, and none 
more so 
than the 
Arts 

Minister, a 
Zorro of the 
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Cancfia McWilliam, statuesque friend of Mr Fisher Rex 


Mausoleum, among which 
will be a tribute to George 
Frederic Watts, the greatest 
of Victorian portrait painters 
and a co-founder of the illus- 
trious gallery. I hightailed it 
down toe A3 at the weekend 
to a little village outside 
Guildford, to look at the 
W&tts Gallery, which featixres 
a permanent record of his 
work. What a revelation! 
First, that his portraits are 
exactly those images you 
cany around in your bead 
Matthew Arnold and Robert 
Browning and Lily Langtry 
... You know the portrait of 
Ellen Terry with her cheek 
pressed to a rose? Yup, that’s 
one of Mr Whtts’s. Second, 
that he was a terrible impres- 
sionist painter - his attempts 
in his seventies to have a 
bash at this new-fangled 
French symbolist malarkey, 
in Throer-meets-Monel 
works like Chaos, were 
laughably inept but reveal a 
lot about what happens when 
the stalwart Victorian charac- 
ter confronts the numinous. 
What really impressed me, 
though, was the sculpture he 
embarked on at the end of 
his life - especially the 13- 
foot memorial statue of 
Alfred, Lord Tennyson. Cad 
in a voluminous u&er and 
accompanied by a faithful 
long-nosed hound, the shaggy 
ex-Foet Laureate stands like 
a colossal epitome of melan- 
choly, one hand disconso- 
lately bolding a wide- 
brimmed hat, the other 
holding ... But you can’t see 
what it’s holding, only that 
he's staring at it with a rapt 
fascination, somewhere 
between horror and wisdom. 
Imagine a 13-foot figure of 
Neil Hamilton inspecting the 
leaked results of the Thtton 
vote. Imagine a lottery 
entrant realising that he’s got 
a 14, but sadly not a 41. 
Imagine the recipient of a 
note from the bailiffs ("Dear 



sir. We are on our way over 
with the removals lorry ..."). 
What could have been the 
occasion of such misery? Had 
the hand once held some- 
thing which had dropped off? 
Enthralled, I spent the day * 
trying to find out. A smaller 
maquette of the statue in 
another room revealed the 
hand to have tiny squiggles 
on it, like the alphabet of an 
unknown civilisation; but a 
passing curator said it was 
only the carving technique. 
Someone swore that the 
bronze version of the memo- 
rial in Lincoln Cathedral has 
a book in Tennyson’s hand 
(but what? King Lear ? Can- 
aidel The Collected McGona - 
gaU7). Finally I rang the 
curator, Richard Jeffries. 
“It’s a little bunch of flow- 
ers,” he told me, “The 
statue's based on the poem, 
‘The flower in the crannied 
wall*, about the time Ten- 
nyson was staying at Wag- 
goners Wells and picked a 
sprig of toadflax and saw 
therein the key to the mys- 
teries of the universe. ” Toad- 
flax, eh? Can we bung some 
round to the Heritage 
department straight away? 
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Sir David Simon's decision to accept ministerial post seen as Government coup but costly loss for oil giant 

Europhile BP 


chief moves to 


key Blair job 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Sir David Simon, one of 
Britain's best-known industri- 
alists and the man credited 
with savins British Petroleum 
from financial disaster, yester- 
day confirmed his decision to 
join the Government in a new 
ministerial role responsible for 
trade and competitiveness. The 
move ends a 36-year career 
with the oil giant. ’ 

The appointment was viewed 
yesterday as a huge loss to BP 
but a coup for the Government, 
showing its determination to 
build a partnership with the 
business community. Sir David's 
move, at the personal instigation 
of Tony Blair, Prime Minister, 
is also another dramatic demon- 
stration of the administration's 
more Euro-friendly approach. 

He has been one of the lead- 
ing advocates of closer Euro- 


course" though Mr Sutherland 
is almost certain to be con- 
firmed in the job later this 
year. Another strong pro-Eu- 
ropean, Mr Sutherland is chair- 
man of Goldman Sachs 
International and was a former 
European Commissioner re- 
sponsible for competition pol- 
icy. He also headed the World 
Trade Organisation. 

Sir David will be made a life 
peer to enable him to take up 
the ministerial position and has 
also resigned from his other 


pean co-operation from the 
business community, regularly 


putting the case for the UK col- 
laborating on moves towards a 


6 He won’t get an 
automatic 
pay-off but may 
get something at 
our discretion. He 
served us well 9 


labo rating on moves towards a 
single currency and a vehe- 
ment critic of Euro-scepticism. 

Confirming his resignation as 
chairman. BP announced that 
Peter Sutherland, deputy chair- 
man since 1995, would be tak- 
ing over as interim chairman. 
The company said it would 
consider the issue of Sir David's 
long-term successor “in due 


non-executive directorships, in- 
cluding RTZ and Deutsche 
Bank. He also ended his mem- 
bership of the Court of the Bank 
of England, a role he took on 
two years ago. 

Mr Blair’s office described as 
“inaccurate" reports that Sir 
David had been sounded out for 
the post of Minister for Europe, 


a job later awarded to Doug 
Henderson. 

Based in an office at the 
Department of Trade and 
Industry, Sir David will have a 
roving brief also covering the 
Treasury and charged with 
promoting the “competitive- 
ness agenda" in Europe, 
pushing forward the drive to 
complete the single market 
and spreading the gospel of 
flexible labour markets. He 
will also chair an inter-depart- 
mental committee on Euro- 
pean competitiveness. 

Downing Street insisted last 
night that Sir David would have 
no involvement in the single cur- 
rency question, though he will 
also be a member of cabinet 
committees covering economic 
and European affairs and the 
taskforce on the British presi- 
dency of the EU. 

It also emerged that Sir 
David will not be paid during his 
government service. The normal 
middle-ranking ministerial 
salary is £31,125. BP said he had 
severed ail connections with the 
company, though he could re- 
ceive a pay-off. A spokesman 
said: “He doesn’t automatically 
geta pay-off. He may get some- 
thing at the discretion of the 
company. He's served us well. 
But it wont be evident rill we 
publish our annual report next 
year.” 

Sir David was paid a £241,000 



Life peer in waiting: Sir David has also resigned other non-executive directorships ahead of his latest career move 


“chairman’s fee" with BP last 
year and this year had not 


taken part in the group’s gen- 
erous long-term share bonus 


erous long-term share bonus 
plan. 

He has 247,091 shares in the 
company worth £1.800,057 
which are likely to be held in 
trust during his time in gov- 


ernment BP’s share price fell 
4p yesterday to 728-Sp. 
Starting as a graduate ap- 


prentice. Sir David joined BP 
full-time in 1961. rising to be- 


full-time in 1961. rising to be- 
come chief executive of the 
downstream ofl division in 1982. 
Bv 1986 he had been appointed 
chief operating officer and 


finance director, a role be un- 
usually took on despite the 
lack of any formal accountancy' 
qualification. 

He became chief executive 
following the surprise departure 
of Bob Horton in 1992 after a 
long-Tunning boardroom dis- 
pute. Faced with debts of 


BSkyB unveils BT interactive TV link-up 


Chris Godsmark 
and Cathy Newman 


British Sky Broadcasting and 
British Telecom yesterday 
unveiled then long-awaited and 
controversial partnership to 
spearhead the drive into in- 
teractive digital satellite tel- 
evision, creating a £265m 
company to subsidise the 
introduction of the electronic 
set-top box technology. 

BT said it would be interest- 
ed in Soaring the new company, 
British Interactive Broadcasting 
(BIB), if its ambitious plan to 
create the dominant platform 
for digital pay- TV catches the 
public imagination. Rupert 
Gavin, BT’s head of multi- 
media services, said: “If the 
company achieves success it 
obviously would be a candidate 
for a float.” 

However, BIB confirmed 
that it would not be able to offer 
a service until next spring 
because of the delays to the 
launch of a new Astra satellite, 
allowing the cable companies to 
gain a head start with their 
digital service, planned for 
November. Full interactive 
services, including home shop- 
ping. banking and educational 
products would not be available 
until the summer of next year. 

The deal is also likely io be 
scrutinised by the European 


Commission and the Office of 
Fair Trading. An OFT 
spokesman said: “The might fall 
under the restrictive practices 
act” He said the OFT would 
wait until the service started 
before making a judgement. 

BIB inisisted it was “confi- 
dent” it would receive regula- 
tory clearance on the grounds 
that the market is too new to 


create a monopoly. Don 
Cruicfcshank, the telecommu- 
nications regulator, said the 
venture would be “good news 
for consumers” if it did not dis- 
tort the market. He has pro- 
posed guidelines covering fan- 
access to the box technology. 

BT and BSkyB will each own 
32.5 per cent of BIB, with Mid- 
land Bank taking a 20 per cent 


share, and Matsushita, the 
Japanese electronics giant be- 
hind the Pansonk brand, taking 
the remaining 15 per cent. The 
initial cash injection of £265m 
wfll cover the fust five years of 
operations, split pro rata be- 
tween the four shareholders. 
Matushita said the cash would 
not all be paid up front: “There 
is no logic in putting money in 


Home-shoppers soon able 
to cast their Net wide 


For an outlay of £200 on a set- 
top box, consumers wfll not only 
be able to tune into dozens 
more channels but have access 
to an array of interactive 
services, writes Paul McCann . 

Potentially the most popular 
service could be home- 
shopping. So Ear Sainsbury has 
signed up with British Inter- 
active Broadcasting (BIB) to 
sell groceries off the screen 
and HMV to do likewise with 
CDs and tapes. 

BIB is also in talks with 
clothes shops, chemists, elec- 
trical goods stores, DIY super- 
stores and drinks companies so 
consumers should be able to 


buy most mainstream goods. 
Retailers using the service win 
be able to offer a store guide of 
ail the different departments 
available, broadcast in high- 
quality digital images and 
sound overlaid with test. 

Once a particular depart- 
ment has been accessed, view- 
ers will be able to browse 
through lists or images of goods 
by moving an electronic arrow 
around the screen. To make a 
purchase will entail selecting a 
product number and an order 
will be made via the set-top box 
and a high-speed modem. 

Besides shopping, viewers 
will be able to access individual 


bank accounts to. check bal- 
ances, transfer money or pay 
bills. 

BIB claims that bank infor- 
mation and payment details for 
goods will all be encrypted so 
that no one can hade into them. 

In addition, Thomas Cook 
has signed up to supply Qigbt, 
holiday and hotel information. 
Travellers cheques and foreign 
currency will also be available 
electronically. 

The set-top box will also link 
televisions to the Internet, even- 
tually giving access to billions 
of pages of text information. At 
first this will be limited to a 
-bfest of the Internet” service. 


on day one if it's not needed for 
three or four yeare." 

BIB surprised analysts with a 
much bigger than expected order 
for 1 million set-top boxes which 
. allow consumers to decode pro- 
grammes. Cable companies have 
already placed their order for just 

10.000 boxes, though a cable 
source suggested their policy of 
ordering boxes as the demand 
emerged was “more prudent”. 

BIB’s order is split between 
Matsushita, Amstrad, Pace 
Micro Technology and 
Grun dig/Hyundai. Matsushita 
said it had not been derided 
how to split the boxes between 
the four manufacturers. Most of 
the investment will subsidise the 
cost of boxes in the shops, 
which will be priced at £200, 
against a manufacturing cost of 
some £350. The total subsidy 
over 10 years could be £7G0m. 

Cable companies attacked 
the venture, claiming BIB 
would be unable to offer the 
level of interactivity available 
from cable technology. 

The announcement came as 
BSkyB reported results for nine 
months ended 31 March 1997, 
slightly below market expect- 
ations". Profit before lax was up 
21 per cent to £2l5m, and total 
paying subscribers were up by 

121.000 to 6.2 million in the 
quarter. 

Comment, page 21 


BG in renewed 
effort to delay 
gas competition 


Chris Godsmark 


GEC set to combine Marconi with Thomson-CSF 


Michael Harrison 


GEC yesterday positioned itself 
to combine its Marconi defence 
electronics business with tha t of 
Thomson-CSF of France which- 
ever of the two government- 
approved bidders succeeds in 
taking over the company. 

— ^ r i° r - chairman of 
GEC, said that it had signed 
memoranda of understanding 
with both the Alcatel Alsthom- 


Dassault consortium and the 
British Aerospace-backed 
Lagardere group, tbe rwo 
candidates selected to bid for 
Thomson. 

Tbe move follows last 
month’s derision by the French 
government to veto a direct 
takeover bid for Thomson-CSF 
by GEC on grounds of “national 
security”. It was the second 
time in four months the French 
had rejected a foreign bid. 


GEC already has joint ven- 
tures with the groups bidding for 
Thomson-CSF. It owns a 50 per 
cent stake in GEC Alsthom, the 
Anglo-French power engineer- 
ing' and transport company, 
and has a space joint venture 
with Lagard&re. 


Marconi and Tbomson-CSF 
are Europe’s two biggest de- 
fence electronics companies 
and together would form a 
combination capable of com- 


peting on a more equal footing 
with US giants such as Lock- 


with US giants such as Lock- 
heed -Martin. Lord Prior said 


Separately, jt was confirmed 
that BAe will fund up to £3 00m 
of Lagard&rc’s bid. BAe also has 
a joint venture with Lagardfcre’s 
Matra division in missiles. 


the agreements signed yesterday 
with the two consortia left it well 
positioned to take pan in any 
reorganisation of Europe’s elec- 
tronics defence industry. 


GEC would be prepared to 
put a large part of Marconi’s 
operations into a combined 
company although it would 
keep tbe naval warship business, 
which owns VSEL in Barrow 
and the Yarrow yard on the 
Clyde separate. 

The French government was 
due to select the winning bidder 
by early July but the timetable 
may have been affected by tbe 
decision to call an election. 


BG, the renamed British Gas, 
will lobby the Government in an 
attempt to delay the next stage 
of domestic competition, which 
the Conservatives had aimed to 
start in Scotland and the north 
of England in October. 

The issue is understood to 
have already been put to rhe 
new energy minister, John Bat- 
tle, before the general election 
and is expected to be followed 
up in briefings with BG over the 
next few weeks. BG owns the 
pipeline network, TransCo, and 
has claimed it cannot introduce 
complex computer systems, 
which track customers as they 
switch supplier, in the planned 
timescale. 

The call for a delay to com- 
petition comes after BG failed 
to persuade Clare Spottis- 
woode, the gas industry regu- 
lator, to drop her plan to bring 
forward domestic competition 
with a fourth trial area this year. 

The original aim had been to 
start the full national roll-out of 
competition in 1998, though the 
precise timing had never been 
clear. Ms Spottiswoode also 
wants national competition to 
start in full by next April. 

Ian Lang, former President of 
the Board of Trade, announced 
the October trial area, involv- 
ing some 2 million homes from 
Scotland down toTeeside in the 
North-east, as one of his last de- 
cisions at tbe DTI. However, he 
opened the issue to consultation 
within the gas industry. 

BG has introduced new com- 
puter systems for each trial 
area, leaving at least 10 more to 
be replaced before frill compe- 
tition is completed. An indus- 
try source said: “The agenda has 


been changed half-way through 
by the regulator. Meeting the 
October deadline is not as sim- 
ple as that.” 

The earlier trial areas, which 
cover about 2 million homes in 
the south of England, have al- 
ready resulted in Centrica, tbe 
demerged BG supply operatioa 
losing more than 200.000 cus- 
tomers. 

Rival independent gas com- 
panies are largely in favour of 
a quicker national roll-out. 
arguing that BG has already 
proved its computer systems can 
cope with the change. 

Roger Turner, former man- 
aging director of United Gas 
and one of the leading advo- 
cates of competition, said if the 
Government agreed to the de- 
lay it would send conflicting sig- 
nals about its consumer-led 
approach to regulation. 

“A delay wouldn’t fit in well 
with Labour s commitment to 
ensure an open European 
energy market by the end of the 
UK’s ELI presidency and its aim 
to put the consumer first." 

Mr Battle also faces calls 
from regional electricity com- 
panies (RECs) to delay start of 
power competition, due to be- 
gin from next April. One R EC, 
which did not want to be 
named, wants an early meeting. 



Buoyant 

sterling 

erodes 

industry 

growth 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


The strong pound is chipping 
chip away at growth in manu- 
facturing, official figures sug- 
gested yesterday. 

Manufacturing output fell 
unexpectedly in March, declin- 
ing in ah sectors except engi- 
neering. 

Separate figures for car sales 
last month, showing the con- 


sumer spending spree continu- 
ine unabati. 2, highlighted the 


ing unabati. 2, highlighted the 
contrast between the strength of 
home demand and weakness on 
the export front — 

The division in the economy 
has split economists between 
those who call for further 
interest rate rises to slow con- 
sumer spending, and those who 
reckon this would harm the 
recovery in industry. 

Marian Belial Royal Baufcof 
Scotland said: “Obviously man- 
ufacturing is not growing very 
strongly but that should not pre- 
vent the Bank of England from 
putting interest rates up again." 

In the other camp. Jonathan 
Lqyncs at HSBC Markets said: 
“Industry needs more rises like 
it needs a hole in the head." ’ - 
. The financial markets 
brushed off all such worries. 
Share prices climbed again,’ the 
FTSE 100 index ending up 
more than 18 points at A537.5. 
another record. It has gained 
nearly 100 points in the three 
trading days since Labour’ s vic- 


£16.3bn, Sir David master- 
minded a rescue strategy in- 
volving the loss of thousands of 
jobs. BP has since become one 
of the world’s top performing o3 
companies with profits last vear 
of £2.6bn. 

Comment, page 21 
Investment column, page 24 


lory last week. 

The pound held steady at just 
over DM2.SI. Gilt prices fell 
slightly but the yield premium 
over German bunds also nar- 
rowed a little further. Tuesday’s 
fall in this spread had been the 
biggest in a single day for nearly 
three years. 

Manufacturing output fell by 
0.1 per cent in March. It rose 
0.6 percent in the first quarter 
of the year, to a level 1.6 per 
cent higher than a year earlier. 

“Manufacturing is not -yet 
up against the wall. This is 
growth of about the trend rate,* 
said Michael Dicks, UK econ- 
omist at Lehman Brothers; 

In the latest month, output 
was down in most of the main 
sectors, with drops of 0.8 per 
cent in chemicals and metals. 
Engineering bucked the trend 
with a 03 per cent increase. 

David Hillier at BZW said it 
made sense for. engineering 
exports to have suffered .less 
because the industry's prod- 
ucts were typically more 
sophisticated and therefore Jess 
sensitive to price competition. 

Taking the first quarter com- 
pared to a year earlier as a bet- 
ter indication of the trends, 
engineering production is up 4 
per cent, metals 17 per cent, 
textiles and clothing 1.8 per 
cent: but the other sectors 
showed smaller gains. ■ . - ■ 

Total industrial production 
was also down 0. 1 percent' dur- 
ing March. Apart from the 
drop in manufacturing, its main 
component, gas, electricity and 
water supply, was down 0.6 
per cent due to the unseason- 
ably warm and dry weather, 
industrial output climbed. 1.4 
per cent in the year to the first 
quarter. 

Separately, the Society of 
Motor Manufacturers ' and 
Traders said new car sales had 
risen-12.3 percent in the'iyear 
to April. Retail custom had 
improved. ■ 
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Bank of Ireland announces that 
with effect from dose of business 
on 7 May 1997 

its Base Rate has increased from' 
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With one bound. Id breaks free of its old image 


COMMENT 


is not every day 
*hat a British business 
parts company with 
r ,£5bn in cash or 
•'Jhat one of industry's 
few remaining • 
“household names 
changes course so 
dramatically’ 


Mew Labour. New Millennium. New ICI. 

^ D ° l i 1151 Government offices on 

Mil it a nt that have suddenly found themselves 

with a differ eat set of occupants. Once ICTs 
pc^pusition of Unilever’s speciality chemicals 
business is complete, Imperial Chemical 

Haise will ring wnh the sound of Dutchmen 
MdAmericans as well as the odd Brit. 

The scale and significance of the deal is 
quite breathtaking. With one bound (two if 
you count the accompanying disposals pro- 

g^Tune) ICI has kissed goodbye to 70 years 
oi history and tradition, dumped its image 
35 a commodity chemicals manufacturer 
and, in the irksome parlance of modem-day 
management speak, derided to gel closer to 
its customers. 

It has also, incidentally, got further away 
from us domestic manufacturing base since 
only one of the four businesses it is buying 
from Unilever are headquartered here. 
Tne biggest. National Starch, is located in 
the US while two of the others are run from 
the Netherlands. 

It is not every day that a British business 
parts company with £5bn in cash or that one 
of industry's few remaining household 
names changes course so dramatically. And 
yet this curiously remains a deal about 
which il is hard to work up much excitement. 

plat was partly because it had been well 
trailed. Nevertheless, it still took all the 
hyperbole ICI could muster to hold the 
attention of analysts and press alike nmiH the 
talk of oieocheimcaLs (fatty acids to the non- I 


scientific), silicates and zeolites (don't ask). 

Financially, ICI has bitten off a lot, even 
for a company of its size. The £5.6bn debt 
mountain It is left with will necessitate a big- 
ger, quicker and more ambitious dear-out 
of unwanted businesses than planned. 

Industrially, it is far to early to say whether 
Id's momentous change of tack will work, 
but it deserves to. Instead of taking the pre- 
dictable route of buying a simil ar business 
and then squeezing every last drop of cost 
savings out of the combined operation, IQ 
has set its sights on new markets and new sec- 
tors where it genuinely thinks it can add value 
and achieve growth. It would be a step in the 
dark were it not for the fact that Charles 
Miller Smith, IQ’s chief executive, spent 11 
of his 30 years at Unilever working for pre- 
cisely the businesses he has just bought- 

David Simon could 
confound the cynics 

Tt would be easy to be cynical and negative 
Aabout Sr David Simon's appointment as min- 
ister for trade and competitiveness in Europe, 
as some no doubt will be. For starters, there 
arc the very practical conflicts of interest and 
difficulties associated with one of Britain’s lead- 
ing industrialists moving without so much as 
a break for a cup of tea from the chairman- 
ship of BP into an influential Government job. 

If it were the other way round - a Gov- 
ernment minister taking up the lop position 


at BP or some other large company relying 
heavily on interaction with government - 
then there would rightly be a row about it. 

As it is, Sir David can hardly be accused 
of haring “earnt” his new job by doing 
favours while in the old one. 'Bite enough, 
he has always been sympathetic to Tony 
Blair’s reform of the Labour Party, and influ- 
ential behind the scenes in moulding it, but 
Mr Blair certainly owes him no favours, nor 
can moving from his present highly paid 
position into unpaid public service really be 
described as one. 

But the most fertile ground for cynicism 
is the job itself. This is what a cynic would 
say about it. Minister for trade and com- 
petitiveness in Europe, straddling two gov- 
ernment departments? What on earth is 
that? Minister without power might more 
realistically describe his position. Or maybe 
minister for ineffectual meddling. Yes, Sir 
David is going to find it hard in such a neb- 
ulous position to make much impact. In any 
case, does anyone seriously think the Euro- 
peans are going to take any notice of what 
SirDaridandthe Brits have to offer on flex- 
ible labour markets? 

Well yes, they might actually. There is a 
growing consensus throughout Europe 
about the need for reform and deregulation 
in labour markets. Many of its leading 
politicians have come to accept that con- 
vergence of labour markets is as important 
if not more important a precondition of suc- 
cessful monetary union as some of the 


other more high-profile Maastricht criteria. 
While it is dear there is a way to go on this 
front, Britain does provide a model. Sir 
David already sits ax the high table on these 
matters, having been a key adviser to the 
European Commission on competitiveness 
and how to address its deficiencies. 

This is an important appointment, as 
much for the signal it sends to Europe of a 
Government determined to adopt a con- 
structive approach as anything else. There is 
a real danger that the job mil get buried, 
wither ana die, a bit like Mrs Thatcher’s 
appointment of a businessman to weed out 
waste and inefficiency in Whitehall. It 
nonetheless doesn't deserve to and Sir David 
is certainly not the type to let that happen. 

As feu- BP, it is going to miss sorely Sir 
David's wisdom and professionalism. But he 
leaves the company in rude health and in 
good hands. Peter Sutherland, another oon- 
vinced pro-European, will make an excellent, 
if very different successor. With three of our 
leading companies now headed by Irishmen, 
we should perhaps be worrying more about 
being run from Dublin than Brussels. 

Cable may mount an 
interactive challenge 

T here's not much doubt about who gets 
the better part of the bargain among the 
participants in British Interactive Broad- 
casting -as usual it's BSkyB. which has dev- I 


erly managed to persuade others largely to 
finance its push into digital satellite while at 
the time getting a free nde an the much more 
high-risk, commercially unknown market of 
interactive services. 


has been hoodwinked. The entry fee is high 
and the rewards unknown, but at least the 
company ^is a ringside seat in a market K des- 
perately wants to be a part of- interactive TV 
Banned, even under Labour, untfl 2001 from 
offering broadcast TV across its network, this 
venture allows it to participate in one of the 
most advanced experiments in home enter- 
tainment, shopping, hanking anH travel any- 
where in the wo ridT Because the whole thing 
piggy-backs off Sky, it stands a much better 
chance of commercial viability tha^ any 
stand-alone venture would have done. 

BIB’s main challenge will come not so 
much from regulators, whose readiness to 
put an end to this alliance of monopolists 
should not be underestimated, as from 
cable. Cable plans to launch its own digital 
set-top box a good six to nine months ahead 
of BIB. Furthermore it has very substantial 
techno log ical and cost advantages over any- 
thing BIB can offer. But as always with cable, 
the real question is whether it has the 
wherewithal and the win to compete. Accord- 
ing to rumour, only 10,000 ofits digital set- 
top boxes have been ordered, hardly a 
match for BIB’s one millio n. All the same, 
stranger things have been known. Who 
knows, the young sloth make awaken yet. 


£5bn Unilever deal marks new focus at ICI 


Wchael Harrison 

■ 1 

JGl yesterday made a decisive 
-break with its past by paying 
s£5bn for Unilever’s speciality 
chemicals business and doubling 
its disposals programme as part 
.of a strategic plan designed to 
reposition the company for the 
n6xt millennium. 

>; The twin strategy will re- 
move IQ still further from its 
historic roots as a bulk chemi- 
cals;, manufacturer, taking the 
.group into less cyclical markets 
•and closer to the consumer, 
v. The overhaul is the result of 
a.grdup-wide review begun 18 
months ago, shortly after 
.Charles Miller Smith arrived 
fro m Unilever to take up the 
chief executive's job, and marks 
-the biggest change at ICI since 
itsdemergerfrom Zeneca three 
and~a half years ago. 

■ L ■ Sir Ronnie Hampel, IQ’s 
chairman, said: “IQ was formed 
•by'meiger 70 yean ago. Today’s 
deal creates nothing less than a 
new IQ for the new century. ” 
-.■r-It- emerged yesterday that 
KJ had, in fact, made a pre- 
emptive bid for the businesses 
more than a year ago. Although 
this. was rejected by UnilevePs 
chairman, NiaD Fitzgerald, it left 
IQ-well placed to move quickly 
when he put the division up for 
sale after aD late last year. 
**ICI beat off competition 
from rival bidders Akzo Nobel 
of the Netherlands and Dupont 
of the US, although it insisted 
the S8bn (£5bn) price tag even- 
jBafly agreed was not materially 
higher than its initial offer. 
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The deal is being financed en- 
tirely with debt and wiU leave 
IQ with borrowings of £5.6bn 
and result in a goodwill write- 
off of £3bn-£3-5bn. IQ said the 
acquisition would enhance 
earnings almost immediately 
and pledged it would grow the 
new businesses at a considerable 
faster rate than the 6-7 percent 
a year achieved by Unuever. 

The City welcomed the deal, 
marking ICI shares 43p hi gh er 
to 757-5p. “It’s a bold move but 


I RBS holds back from 
buying building society 


Tom Stevenson 

Financial Editor 

■Royal Bank of Scotland said yes- 
terday it remained interested in 
buying a budding society to 
increase its exposure to retail 
customers south of the border 
but said the prices implied by 
ihe recent flotation of Alliance 
ife, Leicester ruled out an im- 
minent move. 

.. . Announcing record interim 
Profits, George Mathewson, 
ichief executive, also shut the 
door on the prospect of a share 
Jbuyback, saying the bank had 
no shortage of investment 
opportunities. He poured cold 
water on recent speculation 
that the bank might itself fell 
prey to a bid from a bigger 


financial group such as HSBC 
or Halifax. Its shares have risen 
sharply in recent weeks -on 
market whispers, closing yes- 


interim dividend worth a third 
of last year's full-year payout, or 
6.2p a share. 


Despite rumours last month 
that Direct Line, the bank’s 
telephone insurance subsidiary, 
had plunged into the red in the 
ax months to March, the division 
recorded a small rise in profits 
ami d continuing fierce compe- 
tition in motor premiums. Mr 
Mathewson said he was hopeful 
the comer had been turned and 
rates, on the slide, for more 
than three years, would soooxise. 

In the half year to March 
group profits amounted to 
£369m, up from £301m a year 
ago. The bank stuck to its 
f radtHn nal practice of paying an 


UK banking atm, where cost can- 


corporate banking helped profits 
jump from £246m to t30om. Mr 
Mathewson warned, however, 
that a four-point fell in the ratio 
of the division’s costs to its income 
would not be sustained into the 
second half. 

The £8m (£5m) return from 
Direct Line scotched rumours 
that the once highly successful 
telephone insurance business 
was in serious trouble. But re- 
turns remained insignificant 
compared with the record profit 
two years ago of £U2m. 
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definitely a move in the right 
direction,*’ one said analyst 
Unilever’s speciality chemi- 
cals division consists of four 
businesses supplying starches, 
flavourings, fatty adds and 
silicates to a huge range of in- 


aging to electronics, food and 
mink. It employs 15,000 people 
wodd-wide and made operating 
profits last year of £35 7m on 
sales of just under £3bn. 

The disposal programme will 


raise an estimated £3bn over 
three years compared with an 
original target of £15bn and will 
see the group dispose of its 62 
per cent stake in IQ Australia 
- valued at £l.Ibn - and the 
Tkxtide white pigments business. 

The biggest of the four busi- 
nesses IQ is buying is the US- 
based National Starch, one of 
the world’s leading industrial ad- 
hesive and speciality starch pro- 
ducers with sales of £1 Jbn. 
National Starch makes the coat- 
ing for the latest Pentium chip. 

The other businesses are the 
Dutch-based Quest, the world’s 
leading fragrance and flavour- 
ing company, Unichema, which 
also has headquarters in the 
Netherlands and makes fatty 
acids, and Crosfield, which 
makes speciality chemicals for 
use in the detergents, drink, 
hygiene and paper industries. 

The only businesses that is 

a lementary is Unichema, 
i will be subsumed into 
IQ’s existing performance 
chemicals business. This means 
there will be little in the way of 
cost savings to be achieved. 

However, Mr Miller Smith 
said that the deal would provide 
IQ with a tremendous platform 
for growth through the blend of 
its technologicar and process 
engineering know-how and ge- 
ographic spread and Unilever’s 
marketing skills. 

Crucially also, the business- 
es had been unable to win 
orders from rival consumer 
product groups under Unilever 
. Infra group sales accounted for 
10 per cent of turnover. 





Sainsbury 
points to 
signs of 
recovery 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 

Sainsbury’s claimed to have 
“turned the corner” in the 
supermarket battle with arch 
rival Tfesco yesterday though it 
admitted that regaining the 
number one position in UK 
food re tailing was no longer a 
realistic short or medium-term 
ambition. 

The comments came as 
Sainsbuiy’s reported a collapse 
in pre-tax profits to £609m, in 
line with its calamitous profits 
wanting in. January which 
forced the shares close to their 
lowest level for five years. 

However, Dino Adriano, 
chief executive, pointed to en- 
couraging sales figures which 
showed same stores sales up 4.2 
per cent in current trading, as 
evidence of a gradual Sains- 
buiy’s fight back. 

“1 think these figures are 
pretty convincing. It does rep- 
resent a be ginning and I think 
we are turning the comer. Ifesco 
is stiff ahead bnt the gap is 
narrowing.” 

He said that overtaking 
Tfesco, which now has a market 
share of 15 per cent compared 
with Sainsbiuy’s 12.6per cent, 
was not a priority. “There are 
other measures afi being top. Be- 
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Laura Ashley boss earns £lm 


John WBicoch 

Ann Iverson, the chief executive 
of fashion and home furnishings 
group Laura Ashley, picked up 
a £525,000 bonus last year 
which took her total pay to more 
than £lm. 

. Details of the remuneration 
come just a month after the 
company issued a profits warn- 
ing which drove the share price 
down by over a quarter. 

Ms Iverson's total pay in- 
creased by a fifth to £1,071,000 
last year. This includes a per- 
sonal insurance plan of £50,000 
and a housing allowance of 
£82,000. Her basis safety was 
£409,000. She also holds in ex- 
cess of 5 JS million share options 
but paper gains on these have 
been wiped out by the share 
price collapse. The shares closed 
0.5p down yesterday at 105 Jp. 
Her option price is 109p. 


wwaumUaxoin 


Jim Walsh, finance director, 
received a bonus of £350,000 
last year taking his total pay to 
£648,000. He received total pay 
of £360,000 in the previous 
year. 

American-born Ms Iverson, 
53, joined the board m July 1994 
and was appointed chief exec- 
utive a year later. She had a 
strong reputation, having 
turned around Mothercare for 
British Home Stores. 

Her tough-talking approach, 
sprinkled with US business 
school management speak, 
encouraged the City, where 
analysts were impressed by her 
strategy to cut costs and develop 
the Laura Ashley brand. 

The shares, which had been 
languishing at 80p, rose sharply 
on Ms Iverson’s appointment, 
reaching 210p in May last year, 
only to fall back to 180p tty the 
beginning of the aut umn. 


• in the profits warning last 
month Laura Ashley said tt was 
having to sell its spring and 
summer collections at dis- 
counts that would cost a total 
of £4m. The company said its 
buying had been too aggres- 



Ann Iverson: Share collapse 
has hit her share options 


ave. Analysts cut their fore- 
casts for the current year from 
well over £20m to around 
£17m. 

At the time of the wanting Ms 
Iverson claimed to have the 
problems under control: “My 
confidence, my understanding 
of the issues and the fact that 
the recovery plan is still intact 
are valid reasons for continuing 
optimism," she said. 

Before she joined Laura 
Ashley, Ms Iverson was 
president and chief executive 
officer of Kay-Bee Toy Stores, 
a subsidiary of the Melville 
Corporation of America. 

Ms Iverson has always 
warned that turning Laura 
Ashley around would tike three 
to four years .The company has 
been struggling with too many 
stores that are too small to 
display its full range erf fashion 
and home furnishings. 


consistent with being the best. 
He said the group planned to 
base its revival on highlighting 
the distinctions between Sains- 
buiy’s and its rivals and keep- 
ings tight rein on costs. 

Sainsbuiy’s figures received 
a positive reception in the City 
where the snares edged 3p 
higher to 349p. 

Mike Dennis of Nat West Se- 
curities said “The City can see 
more focus from the manage- 
ment and more emphasis on in- 
ternal targets. But it will take a 
another one or two set of results 
before we can be sure of 
progress." 

Mr Adriano said Sainsbiuy’s 
involvement in Andrew 
Regan's abortive bid for the 
Co-op would not damage its re- 
putation. He said Sainsbury’s, 
which was interested in ac- 
quiring some Co-op stores, 
only received lists of stores 
and no confidential infor- 
mation. Chajnnan David Sains- 
buiy has since contacted the 
CWS chief executive Graham 
Melmoth to explain the 
situation. 
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Rewards in sight at Sainsbury 


S ainsbury has been gu&y before of 
seeing the green shoots of recov- 
ery only 10 be proved premature 
in its optimism. This limejust maybe, 
die race-great stores group could be 
righL There was a distinct air of im- 
proved confidence among the man- 
agement yesterday and .David 
Sainsbury. for the first time in ages, did 
not look like a man harassed. 

True, a 4.2 per cent increase in same- 
store sales in the seven weeks since the 
year-end is hard fy breath taking It is 
still some way short of Tesco’s recent 
6 per cent figure, but Sainsbury does 
seem to be edging in the right direc- 
tion. The equivalent figure was 3.7 per 
cent in the second half and just 2.7 per 
cent in the firsL 

These gains have not been achieved 
without considerable costs, of course. 
The launch and running costs of the 
Reward loyalty card have been 
expensive and longer store opening 
hours have brought a higher wage bfll. 

Sainsbury's shares rose 3p to 349p 
after the City warmed to a firm mes- 
sage on cost control and the intro- 
duction of specific financ ial targets for 
various parts of the group. Shaw's, the 
US supermarket operation, is budgeted 
to improve its return on net assets from 
10 per cent to 15 per cent by 2000. In 
the DrY business, the old Texas Home- 
care stores, w’hicft contrived to lose 
£29m Jasl year, are meant to improve 
like-for-like sales by 5 per cent, while 
the Homebase stores have been set a 
margin target of 7-S per cent. 

In supermarkets the recovery will 
take time. Profits there were II percent 
lower at £661m and margins fell from 
7.3 per cent to 62 per cent due to the 
petrol price war. which cost £23m. the 
loyally card costs and price reductions. 
This year, however, the company 
expects stable food margins and higher 
returns from petrol after the abatement 
of the price war. 

Chief executive Dino Adriano has 
said he will not chase Tesco's number 
one market share position for its own 
sake but will judge the company on 
other goals. With just 43 per cent of the 
UK grocery market, Sainsbury feels 
there is suB room to grow market share 
at the expense of smaller operators. 

And there is evidence the group is 
winning more higher-spending primary 
shoppers. 

In DIY, the integration of the 
Homebase and Texas operations has 
been harder and more expensive than 
anticipated, but prospects are en- 
couraging with a benign climate and 
strong market position. The former 
Texas stores should be making £ 40m 
profits in a few years. 

Sainsbury's shares have taken a ter- 
rible pounding in the last few years and 
the glory days of supernormal profits 
arc probably gone for ever. The market 
is just too competitive. But with such 
a strong brand franchise and signs of 
sales recovery, it is starting to look an 
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forecasts of £704m, the shares trade on 
a forward raring of 14, which is a dis- 
count to most of its main rivals. A true 
recovery could take two to three years, 
but patience should be rewarded.* 

Whitbread offers 
heady brew 

P eter Jarvis, the veteran chief 
executive of Whitbread, is 
leaving the stage at Britain’s 
fourth-biggest brewer on a high note. 
Unveiling his last set of results yes- 
terday. he was able to announce both 
record profits, up 6 per cent to £303m 
in the year to 1 March, and the 
group's biggest-ever share of the UK 
beer market at 153 per cent. The 14 
per cent rise in underlying profits rep- 
resents a tough target for Whitbread’s 
rivals to beat. 

Against the background of a total 
beer market which continues its gentle 
decline, Whitbread's ability to raise its 
beer profits 1 1 per cent to £49.9m was 
a notable achievement It is testimony 
to the efforts of Mr Jarvis over the past 


12 years in focusing on premium lager 
brands such as Stella Artois, where 
take-home sales of over £1 00m last year 

S it It ahead of better-known names like 
einz baked beans or Kellogg's corn- 
flakes. 

But beer is now just 13 per cent of 
profits and Mr Jarvis’s real achievement 
is in building brands like Travel Inn and 
TGI Friday's in growth areas of the 
leisure market such as hotels and 
diniag out 

With most of the past two years' 
£500m acquisition programme centred 
on such areas, the restaurants and 
leisure division saw profits soar from 
£88 Jm to£122m. 

David Thomas, Mr Jarvis’s succes- 
sor, was yesterday confidently looking 
forward to Whitbread becoming the 
UK's leading leisure company. 

Certainly a large chunk of this year's 
capital expenditure budget which is 
likely to top the £409m spent in 
1996/97. will go into leisure projects, 
including 19 new David Lloyd leisure 
centres and another 35 Bella Pasta 
restaurants. 

If Mr Thomas can maintain the juicy 
rates of return the group is already 
achieving on its capital programme - 
up to 25 per cent on redevelopment of 
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existing sites and 16 per cent on new 
ones - the 250 new openings planned 
this year should please shareholders as 
well' as corporate egos. 

Meantime, profits of £355m would 
put the shares, up 63p at 7963p. on 
a forward price-earnings ratio of 15. 
With little sign of the consumer boom 
petering out and Labour making 
positive noises about the industry, that 
still looks reasonable value, 

RBS looks for 
southern deals 

C onsidering its position as a rock- 
solid pillar of the Edinburgh 
financial establishment, the 
Royal Bank of Scotland's share price 
has given shareholders a pretty hairy 
ride over the past year. Takeover talk, 
with Royal alternately touted as both 
bidder and target, is the main driver, 
although neither scenario seems a 
rational explanation for a share price 
that bas bounced around since last 
summer between 630p and 469p. 

George Mathewson, Royal's forth- 
right chief executive, dismisses rumours 
Halifax has the bank in its sights. He 
is probably right given Royal's strength 
in corporate work, which would hold 
little attraction for the retail giant In 
fact, it is hard to see who might afford 
the bank, which is valued at £5bn, with- 
out severe earnings dilution. 

As for Royal as a bidder, no secret 
is made of its desire to snap up a build- 
ing society. With 35 percent of the Scot- 
tish market, it desperately needs to 
acquire a customer base south of the 
border through which to cross-sell its 
other insurance and long-term savings 
products, but the prices at which the 
former mutuals are coming to the mar- 
ket rules out any imminent deal. 

Profits in the half-year to March of 
£369m, a 23 per cent increase on last 
year’s £30Im, were solid enough, 
especially given the second duff year 
in a row for Direct Line, the telephone 
insurance arm. Profits of £8m were an 
improvement on last time's £5m, but 
a miserable return on capital. Gaims 
the motor insurance cycle is set for a 
sharp uptick appear to be a triumph 
of hope over experience. 

Elsewhere, UK banking was boosted 
by an impressive 4-point decline in the 
ratio of Royal’s cost base to its income, 
although the roll-out of the joint ven- 
ture with Tesco, sensible as the move 
is, will increase overheads in the sec- 
ond bait The US arm. Citizens, looks 
in remarkably good shape considering 
the record thus far of UK banks’ 
diversifications in America. On the ba- 
sis of forecast profits of around £730m 
this year and earnings per share of 50p, 
the shares, down 05p at 585p, trade on 
12 times earnings. With a dividend yield 
of 4.6 percent, that is about fair. 


Dalgety shares in 
dog house 
profits warning 


t t 



Nigel Cope 

City Ckrresponderrt 


Dalgety, the pet food business 
that owns the Felix and WinaJot 
brands, issued a profits warning 
yesterday caused by production 
problems in its pet foods oper- 
ation. the on -going impact of 
the BSE crisis and the strength 
of sterling. 

It is to cut the dividend by a 
third while the head of the 
group’s pet food division is to 
leave with immediate effect. 
Dalgety shares fell sharply from 
310-5p*to 269p as the company 
said full-year profits would now 
“fall short of the first half*. City 
analysts cur their current year 
profit forecasts from over 
£100m to £80m. 

They said the problems did 
QOt necessarily mean Dalgety's 
£440m deal to buy the Quaker 
pet food business" two year ago 
was a mistake. Julian Hardwick 
at ABN Amro Hoare Goveti 
saict “They clearly paid way too 
much for It but that was clear 


at the outset. What they have 
to do is manage it effectively. 

Dalgety's chairman. Sir 
Denvs Henderson, said: “The 
continued underperfbrmance 

of our pet foods business has led 
us to conclude that tough action 

fe required to ensure that »e are 

on track to meet our financial 
targets, albeit late.“ 

As a result of management 
changes and cost reduction pro- 
grammes, Dalgety will make a 
£36m exceptional charge in its 
current year accounts. 

This includes a £27m charge 
in the pet foods division where 
technical problems affected 
production capacity in two 
plants. Nigel Garrow has re- 
signed as chief executive of the 
division and from the Dalgety 
board He was paid £179.000 
last vear and was employed on 
a two-year contract. He is ex- 
pected to receive full compen- 
sation of close to £400,000. 

Hugh Donaldson has been 
appointed in his place. He has 
been working with the group as 


a consultant since March when 
be joined Dalgety after spells 
with Zeneca and ICI. 

In the agribusiness division, 
the prolonged impact of BSE 
has led to a substantial fall in 
demand for cattle feed with 
sales 25-30 percent lower. The 
market is expected to remain 
depressed and £6m has been- 
provided for further plant do- j 
sures and cost reductions. Dal- % 
gety hopes to achieve £2m of 
annual cost savings as a result. 

The dividend will be .“rc- 
based" to “not Jess than" 6p,a 
share against 9p last year’ J v 

Dalgety expanded into the 
pet foods market with the 
Quaker deal. Though the com- 
pany has been expanding mar- 
ket share, iris a difficult market, 
dominated by Mars whose Pedi- 
gree Petfoods controls brands 
such as Whiskas. T- 

Dalgety sold its consumer 
foods businesses such' as 
Golden Wonder Crisps and 
Homepride sauces to pay for 
the deal. r . 


Profits slump at Tate 
& Lyle after review 


Magnus Grimond 

Lany Pillard, the aw chief ex- 
ecutive of Tate <fc Lyle, j ester- 
day announced a slump in 
interim profits at the sugar 
group following a review of 
the business. Combined with a 
series of trading problems, the 
pre-tax total crashed from 
£168m to £30.4m in the 26 
weeks to March. 

Analysts were largely braced 
for bad news from the group, 
which warned in January that it 
would be hit by low prices for 
high-fructose sweeteners in the 
US and the strength of sterling. 
The shares feD 5-5p to 4483p 
yesterday. 

The main impact on the fig- 
ures was an exceptional charge 
of £83-2m following a series of 
write-downs at group business- 


es in the wake of the review by 
Mr Pillard. who took over in 
November. 

He bas instigated a £29. 9m 
reorganisation of the group's 
North American activities, in- 
chiding the Staley corn sweet- 
ener business he used to run, 
which has seen profits fail in the 
face of over-capacity and fierce 
competition in the industry. 

Mr Pillard said the plan was to 
consolidate some of the service 
functions in Tate’s five operations 
in the US, which had previous- 
ly been decentralised. There 
would be redundancies in areas 
like head offices, but they would 
not be huge. The £20m cash cost 
is expected to be recouped from 
savings within two years. 

Other areas facing the knife 
are emerging market opera- 
tions. where Tate is writing off 


£34.9m in the fim reduction in 
asset values since the develop- > 
meat programme was initiated 
in 1990 amidst high hopes. - 
Political and economic prob- 
lems in Eastern Europe havere- 
sulted in refining assets in Odessa 
in the Ukraine and in Bulgaria 
being written down. In- China, 
similar difficulties with the gov- 
ernment have caused a write off 
in a cane refining venture. < 
However, the group remains 
committed to emerging markets 
and Mr Pfllard said operations 
through the Amylum joint ven- 
ture in Bulgaria were expected 
to start again soon. 

Mr Pillard said he had ‘‘taken 
a hard look at all the businesses”. 
Operations which failed to beat 
the target of a 20 per cent return 
on assets could be disposed of 
over time, he suggested. 
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In Brief 


PdwerGen and Siemens in gas venture 

PowerGen and Siemens are to invest £l50m in a joint venture 
to develop a UK centre for the testing and demonstration of the 
latest gas-fired power station technology. Siemens is already 
supplying PowerGen and several smaller LTv generators with 
turbines following the “dash for gas", which has seen a large num- 
ber of gas-fired combined-cycle stations constructed. The new 
facility will be buih on the site of PowerGen ’s Cottara power station 
in Nottinghamshire and will start operating in 199 9. employing 
50 staff. 

BAA consortium to run Melbourne airport 

A consortium involving BAA, the airports group that owns 
Hearhrow and Gatwick, was yesterday confirmed as the suc- 
cessful bidder for Australia’s Melbourne airport. Australia's 
Pacific Airports Corporation, in which -BAA will have a 25 per 
cent stake, is paying £625m to the Australian government for 
a 50-year lease to run the airport. The other consortium part- 
ners are Australian Mutual Provident Society and Axiom Funds 
Management. 

Jacques Vert shares crash 

Shares in Jacques Ven. the clothing company, crashed 13p io 265p 
after it warned that results for the financial year to 3 May were 
likely to be significantly below market expectations. The retail 
division has performed below expectations despite a like-for-like 
sales growth of IS per cent in the second half. However, the per- 
formance of concessions in House of Fraser stores bas been “very 
disappointing". 

The company also announced a spate of management 
changes. Brian Heilbom is made managing director of Jacques 
Vert (Retail), Peter Taylor, managing director of the wholesale 
division, is appointed to the main board as managing director, 
wholesale, ana Paul Alien, group financial controller, becomes 
finance director-designate. 

HTV plea for licence timetable 

HTV Group, the ITV contractor for Wales and the West of Eng- 
land, has called on the Independent Television Commission to 
publish its timetable for licence renewal and to ensure that Chan- 
nel 3 licensees are reviewed on an individual basis. In his ad- 
dress to the company's annual meeting, Louis Sherwood, 
chairman said: “If ITV and HTV are to be able to plan accu- 
rately for the next licence period then we do need to know soon 
precisely wbai these future licence payments will be. Importantly 
we would also urge them [ITC] to confirm that they will review 
each licence on an individual oasis. 

“There may be a temptation to take a macro-view of ITVs 
prospects in the years ahead. That will not do," he said. “What 
is required is a detailed analysis of each region’s past revenue 
trends and then, looking forward, a careful analysis of what the 
future holds, region by region.” 


Magnus Grimond 

Analysts looked set to cut fore- 
casts for Willis Corroon after 
the insurance broking group 
added its name to the list of UK 
companies hit by the strength of 
sterling. The currency problems 
shaved £4.4m from pre-tax 
profits, which sank 5 percent to 
£45.7m in the first quarter of the 
year. The shares fell 4p to 144p, 
despite news that a 1.65p divi- 
dend would be paid in both the 
first and second quarters. 

John Reeve, chairman, said 
the results were in line with ex- 
pectations at the start of the year. 
As well as the pound, he blamed 
“intensifying competition be- 
tween underwriters which has led 
to further falls in premium 
rates”. He described foe under- 
lying performance as “satisfac- 


tory" and said there had been 
“encouraging growth in a num- 
ber of key business segments". 

The company said changes in 
the business mean some of the 
profits will be shifted into a later 
part of the year. The currency 
■ effect is also greater in the first 
quarter because a more of the 
overseas revenues in the group’s 
specialty business fall in that 
period. Stripping out currency, 
underlying profits were up 4 per 
cent on brokerage and fee rev- 
enues from continuing opera- 
tions down 7 per cent at £184m. 

But one analyst said: -/ft 
wasn't a very upbeat statement", 
highlighting the “pedestrian un- 
derlying progress and fairly 
mixed trading statement”. He 
suggested analysts were likely to 
cut their 1997. profii forecasts 
from around £95ra-£98m. 
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Midland Bank 

NOTICE TO CUSTOMERS 

NEW INTEREST RAT# 

With effect from 
6th May 1997 
our Base Rate has been 
increased by 0.25% 
to 6.25% p.a. 


Member HSBC Group 
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Cable & Wireless expected to clinch deal with China 
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T* 1u slock market is con- 
vinced Cable & Wireless is on 
i he verge of clinching a deal 
Wll « the Chinese government 
over its controlling slake in 
H °ng Kong Telecom. 

Today HKT is expected to 
nng in with its proms for the 
year ending March. With 
Hong Kong's heady days of 
empire soon to come to an in- 
glorious end time is pressing 
on Cable to reshape its Far 
Eastern role. 

Although Cable is unlike- 
ly to be a position to resolve 
the problem loday, there are 
hopes it will be able at leasL 
to give a clear indication of 
the outline of its proposed 
deal with the HKT figures or 
when it presents its results 
next week. 

Cable has 58 per cent of 
“KT with the Chinese au- 
thorities accounting for ap- 
proaching JO per cent. There 
have been suggestions it will 
be forced to cut its holding to 


40 percent if it wants a peace- 
ful ride after the Chinese 
claim the colony. In return it 
would be allowed a privi- 
leged position in the devel- 
opment of the vast - and 
potentially lucrative - Chinese 
telephone market. 

It is rumoured Cable is re- 
luctant lo lower its slake be- 
low 50 per cent and is trying 
to persuade the Chinese of 
the validity of its argument. If 
it is able to keep control of 
HKT and stiU dial into the 
Chinese market it would rep- 
resent a considerable victory 
for chief executive Dick 
Brown. 

HKT is thought to be on 
line to produce profits of up 
to HKS J lJbn; Cable should 
manage f 1.35 bn compared 
with £1.26bn. Its shares rose 
I4.5p to 496. 5p; they touched 
546p when the group was in- 
volved in abortive merger 
talks with BT last year. 

The rest of the market con- 



MARKET REPORT 

DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


tinued its Blair run with 
Foolsic dosing at another 
peak, up 18.2 points at 
4.537.5. Earlier, before a 
subdued Wall Street encour- 
aged profit-taking, it was 42.7 
higher. Supporting shares 
remained on the sidelines 
with the FTSE 250 off 1.2. 

Imperial Chemical Indus- 
tries was the day’s blue chip 
star, up 43p to 7§7.5p. There 
bad been fears its £4.9bn 
takeover of Unilever’s spe- 
ciality chemical business 
would prompt a rights issue. 

But 1C1 is funding the deal 
through a loan and also plans 
to sell assets worth £3bn, 
including its 62.4 per cent 
interest tn its Australian arm. 


Unilever shaded 3.5p to 
l,644p as the market pon- 
dered what it w01 do with its 
cash inflow. Reddtt & Column 
could be the answer; it rose 
Ii.5p to S84p. a high. 

Rexam, the packaging and 
paper group, produced an 
encouraging trading state- 
ment, gaming 14p to 305 p, but 
Dalgety collected the wooden 
spoon with a 41 jp fall to 269p 
as it warned on profits and 
said its vear’s dividend would 
be cut by a third. 

BSfcyB, at one time up 20p, 
had to settle for a 5.5p gain 
at 601p after it duly pro- 
duced its digital television 
link-up with BT and others. 

Rank, the leisure group. 


Cranhwaite hosted another of 
its institutional dinners last 
night with 18 fund managers 
meeting chief executive An- 
drew Tea re at London's 
Howard Hotel. 

Cobbam, the engineer, put 
an 13.5p to 645p following die 
analysts' visit and despite a 
Merrill Lynch upgrade Man- 
chester United celebrated its 
Premiership achievement 
with a 22p fall to 639p. 

Aston Villa, the latest foot- 
ball club to arrive, enjoyed a 
heady premium - at least 
until half time. Placed at 
l,100p the shares touched 
l,200p but closed at l,070p. 

Shield Diagnostic had an- 
other ill-at-ease session. The 
shares. S05p a little while 
ago, fell 45p to 292-5p. 

Cairn Energy was another 
high flyer under pressure. It 
lost 14p to 53 lp against 
634 -5p in March. Hiere are, 
apparently, shares sloshing 


around the system as institu- 
tions adjust their weightings. 
Clothing group Jacques Vert 
was another casualty, falling 
13p to 26 _5p following a prof 
it warning. 

British Dredging gained 
18p to 152-5p as Grafton, a 
builders merchant, paid 
£63m for nearly 25 per cent. 
The stake was built by a mys- 
terious Panamanian company, 
Redbird. 

Petra Diamonds was back 
in demand, gaining Up to 
643p and the warrants 9 Jp to 
39.5p. There is talk that a 
progress report could appear 
today. 

Ex-Lands eased 05p to 
20.75p as Martin Myers, the 
property man expected to 
inject assets into the compa- 
ny and join the board, de- 
cided to trim his stake to 6.6 
per cent. 

On Ofex, Energiser, the 
health food group, jumped 
again - 125p to 975p. 


Taking Stock 


□More turmoil appears 
likely at Pan Andean 
Resources, the oil explorer 
which touched 1353p last 

year only to crash to 33-5p 

when Its Bolivian wen was 
judged to be uncommerciaL 
PAR and BBS* the 
Australian group which 
financed most of the 
exploration, seem unable to 
agree a new partnership so 
PAR will take foil control of 
the block and data costing 
WOm. PAR says it remains 
confident and will continue 
its search for oil and gas. 
The shares Tell 4p to 48ip. 

□interesting situation at 
Barr & Wallace Arnold. It 
firmed 3p to 269-5p, pricing 
the group at £40m. If it sells 
its leisure side, and It has 
received one known offer of 
£35m, it would be left with 
its motor operations, which 
made profits of £4.6m last 
year. 
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Expect something dramatic 
in Brown’s first Budget 


O ur new Chancellor seems 
10 like springing surprises. 
Following his great coup 
in granting the Bank of Eng la nd 
iis independence this week! it is 
a ‘air bet that there are mare on 
;r.e \\a\. 

We await news on the 
membership of the Bank's new 
Monetary Policy Committee, and 
the US- style Council of Economic 
Advisers, and there will no doubt 
be some unexpected appoint- 
ments. 

The Chancellor also has be- 
tween two and four important 
international meeting? before the 
Budget, depending on whether it 
is held in mid-June or the start of 
July: the annual meeting of 
OECD ministers, an EU finance 
ministers' meeting, the EU Inter- 
Governmental conference, and 
the G7’s world economic summit. 
Plenty of scope for fresh initiatives 
on an admiring world stage, per- 
haps on the international devel- 
opment front. 

But the big question is what 
kind of Budge? we are going to get. 
The smoke signals indicate that 
this is not yet a done deal, with 
continuing' discussions between 
the Chancellor's and Prime Min- 
ister's offices about what measures 
would be consistent with the spir- 
it as well as the letter of Labour's 
manifesto. 

It is clear, though, that Mr 
Brown would like to go ahead with 
something more radical than the 
limited package of windfall tax. 
jobs programme and cut in VAT 
on fuel. The something would 
involve raising the tax burden 
more than already planned - for 
increases inherited from Kenneth 
Clarke are still due to come into 
effect, notably through the phas- 
ing out of profit-related pay. 

It is easv to see the Govern- 
ment's dilemma. Although 
Labour was extremely careful 
during the election campaign not 
to rule out all forms of tax rise - 
its promise applied only to basic 
rates of income tax - the broader 
message was that middling voters 
had nothing to fear financially 
from a Labour government. 



Diane 

Coyle 

Income taxes, 
allowances and 
all, must be 
out of bounds. 
Any changes 
would have 
a theme of 
long-termism, 
doing the 
difficult thing 
now for 
eventual 
economic gain 

The first Budget cannot turn 
around and snatch more from 
their pay-packets without a seri- 
ous loss' of political credibility - 
as Gavyn Davies argued in his 
column in The Independent this 
week. Surely two months is too 
soon to allow disillusion to set in? 

On the other hand. Labour has 
also made great promises on long- 
term improvements to the 
economy, which will involve fun- 
damental tax reform. At the same 
time, almost anybody you can 


think of is urging the Chancellor 
to tighten fiscal policy for one 
reason or another. 

The industry lobbies, and those 
economists prone to gloom about 
the outlook for growth as exports 
slow down, are desperate for any 
relief from the strong pound. 
They hope that if taxes go up more 
than planned, interest rates will 
not need to rise as much as feared. 

Other experts argue that this 
kind of fiscal fine-tuning has never 
worked in the past and would be 
a ted old "habit to foil back into. 
But Government revenues still 
need to be higher to close the 
structural hole in the public 
finances. 

Borrowing is falling sharply, 
but is much higher than it should 
be at this stage. They argue there 
is also a case tor finding a bit more 
revenue as insurance against the 
bits of sticking plaster Mr Clarke 
applied to the government 
finances foiling off. After all. 
Treasury officials freely describe 
the plans set out last November 
as “demanding” - mandarin for 
having a snowball’s chance in hell 
of being met. 

With these two varieties of pro- 
fessional support and an ambitious 
programme for the long-term 
shake-up of the British economy, 
it is no wonder Mr Brown is 
tempted to opt for a radical Bud- 
get. He hinted as much in his an- 
nouncement earlier this week. 
While stressing that nothing in 
Labour's manifesto required extra 
spending and taxes, he said we 
would have to wait and see 
whether he decided the fiscal 
stance needed tightening. 

The vaunted inspection of the 
: rumen t books and planned 
idamenlal review of expendi- 
ture, along with the switch to 
commercial -style accounts in the 
public sector due by the end of the 
centuiy, could all provide ratio- 
nales for more dramatic action. 
Announcements on these are due 
imminently. 

How could this dilemma be re- 
solved? Income taxes, allowances 
and all, must be out of bounds. 
Any changes would have a theme 


of long-termism, doing the diffi- 
cult thing now for eventual 
economic gain. The most likely 
bets are: 

Q An announcement about phas- 
ing out tax relief on mortgage in- 
terest Bad news for home owners, 
even though its value has dwindled 
over the years, but it could be just 
about presented as not being a 
change in income tax Econo- 
mists would unanimously acclaim 
this move for removing a distor- 
tion that makes UK bouse prices 
more expensive. It could also pre- 
vent a damaging housing boom 
gainin g ground. And it would 
save more than £2J5bu a year. 

0 Welfare-to-work measures, on 
which the Treasury is already 
dusting off its research. The cen- 
tral problem for many people 
claimin g benefits is that the loss 
of benefit for exceeds the amount 
they can hope to earn if they get 
a job. The withdrawal of benefit 
needs to be tapered more gently 
for the low-paid. 

Unfortunately, this costs money 
in the short-term - just as the 
schemes to get the young unem- 
ployed into work will absorb re- 
ceipts from the windfall tax It is 
only later that there are savings to 
the Exchequer. But with Mr 
Brown’s team eager to take the 
long view, additional welfare-to- 
work measures would be no 
surprise. 

□ The necessary funds could be 
raised via higher “green” taxes or 
a higher corporate tax burden, Mr 
Brown is known to favour a fun- 
damental overhaul of corporate 
taxation. This could not be 
achieved in the next few weeks. 
But in the meantime, the 
Government could decide to lim- 
it tax relief on companies’ inter- 
est payments, a potentially big 
source of revenues as it costs 
£7bn a year in total. 

This would add up to a Budget 
genuinely far more radical than 
any recent package, it would 
favour the have-nots over the 
haves, and it would not blatantly 
breach the spirit of Labour's man- 
ifesto. If the Chancellor can stage 
the drama, chances are he will. 


Today’s results, with Chinese 
titbits or cream 



The ebullient Sir Michael Angus, 
chairman of Whitbread, bounced 
up to one of my colleagues at the 
results press conference yesterday 
and assured him: “I think you're 
better off here than SainsbuiV’s - 
the food is slightly better." ■ 

It was, of course, Salisbury's 
day for declaring results as well. 
Our retail correspondent 
happened to be at the rival 
Samsbura event, and was able to 
confirm Sir Michael's claim, 
describing Sainsbury’s fore as “a 
selection of Chinese titbits - 
prawn toast, spring rolls, that kind 
of thing. The Australian wine was 
good, though." 

The reason for Sir Michael's 
claim about Whitbread's 
hospitality was revealed later; the 
chairman’s wife Isobel supplied 
home-made cheese for the 
reception. In fact it was Gemey 
cheese, creamy with a black skin, 
which Isobel makes in the village 
of North Cemey, near Cirencester. 
Sir Michael describes it as “a 
usefully loss-making enterprise” 
(the cheese, not the village). 

Meanwhile Sainsbury seems to be 
more concerned with recent 
political developments than with 
providing lashing s of free grub for 
journos. In particular David 
Sainsbury, chairman, appears to be 
very impressed with New' Labour's 
righ tly controlled PR machine. 

It became obvious yesterday 
that Sainsbury had discovered its 
very own version of Peter 
Mandelson in Dominic Fry, bead 
of PR, who recently parachuted in 
from Eurotunnel. 

Mr Fry allowed just four 
questions to be posed to the 

chairman by the phalanx of City 
analysts at the morning meeting, 
much to the latter's surprise. 
Usually such affairs last far longer. 
Mr Sainsbury may have bankrolled 
the Social Democrats in the 1980s, 
but his present behaviour is very 
much New Labour “Managing the 
Message.” 

While long lines of weary, shell- 
shocked former Tory ministers 
trudge around the City's head- 
hunters. desperately seeking a new 
job, it looks as though even non- 
exec positions are unavailable for 
the ejection's losers. Tories 
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Sr Michael Angus: Bullish about his wife’s cheese-making 


suffering from such pariah status 
can cheer themselves up with the 
knowledge that it works the other 
way, Geoffrey Robinson has had to 
resign his well-paid position as 
non-executive chairman of 
TransTec, the Birmingham-based 
castings maker, since he has been 
made Paymaster General in the 
new Government. 

Mr Robinson has been the MP 
for Coven ny for some years, which 
hasn't prevented him from also 
chairing AGIE (UK) and sitting 
on the board of Yamato Lock 
Inspection Systems. Whether the 
inner two posts will have to go as 
well following his elevation to the 
Treasury remains to be seen. And 
will he retain his 1 7 per cent stake 
in TransTec? 

' It will be interesting to see if 
Tony Blair’s anti-sleaze campaign 
will result in Labour MPs having 
to cut corporate ties completely. 

Ear away from the parochial 
excitement of the new 
Government. Grand Prix ace Niki 
Landa is set to address a big 
venture capital bash in Barcelona 
this summer. 

Mr Lauda will not. however, be 
regaling visitors to the European 
Venture Capital Association 


^sium with tales of derring-do 
on the racetrack. Instead the three- 
time Formula 3 champion will be 
speaking as chairman of Lauda Air. 
the Austrian airline he founded in 
3979, with a speech titled: 
“Strategies for surviving in an : 
increasingly competitive markeLT 

Ken Signal), who left Barclays in ■ 
1995 after 37 years with the bank, 
has popped up as managing : . 

director of Visa UK. Mr Bignall : 
rose to head Barclays Financial 
Services, which was subsequently 
broken up, with functions 
reorganised into different 
departments. This left him without 
an apparent job two years ago so 
he left, a move he says he doesn't 
regret at all 

Described by colleagues as 
“well-liked and on the marketing 
ball”. Mr Bignall is a lover of fast 
cars and football. Since leaving 
Barclays he has been helping to 
set up the Financial Industry 
Foundation, a venture launched :K 
financial publisher Michael 
Lafferty. His new job at Visa UK 
is based in Kensington and will 
involve dealing with Visa's owners, 
the banks that issue the cards. 

John Willcock 
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Other Spot Rates 
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Forward rates quoted high » low are at a dmcount subtract from spot rate 



Rate quoted low to high are at a premium: add to spot rale 

•OoBar rates tooted as reciprocate. 

For the latest foreign exchange rates call 0881 123 3033. 
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Interest Rates 
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Tourist Rates 

£ Buys 
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Industrial Metals 
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a Top Cees 

on song for 
Sangster 


im 
w 

V feeing 

L^SREG WOOD " 

_ ; jepbrts from Chester 

= most people on a race- 

•■SX,’i Lady ** J 051 3X1 <*- 

■^wal acquaintance, but in the 
of Roben Sangster, she is 
®S? Se j. an< i lifc,on S friend. 

' STfffe 1 ^ be P he « just standing 
I iSpnnd minding his own busi- 
3“®* 11 seems, she is out there 
. • Spring hard on his behalf, as 
f •^^ ae c*ear after Top Cees 
! jgjrp ed the Sangster silks to sue- 
;/ ;3*is m the Chester Cun here 
. ^psterday. 

' ‘ Jhis, backers will surely re* 
call, was the horse who won the 
same race two years ago. onlv 
r _ to receive what might be termed 
a villain's welcome from the 
f Roodeye racegoers. They felt 
' “ Tal a defeat at Newmarket hn> 
mediately prior to Chester 
• owed iitlic jo Jack of ability and 
rather more to the desire of 
Lynda Ramsden, Top Cees' 
trainer, to avoid a penalty at 
Chester. So annoyed was Alan 

Leonard, the gelding's owner, dbck to me." Fortune said, 
at their lack of warmth and the was just a matter of steer 
blast of media criticism which him." This, though, is not 
followed, that be decided to sell straightforward as it sounds, 
a^50 per cent share in Top several of Top Cees’ work i 
Cees. The man who bought it ers have discovered. 


was Sangster. and as a result, hi 
not only added another £15,001 
or so to his prize-money accoun 
yesterday, but. just for eqoi 
measure, backed the 11-1 
chance as well. 

Even yesterday, the recepika 
{* TfP Cees was led back couli 
hardly be called rapturous, bu 
neither owner nor trainer wa 
in a mood to worry. Much ihi 
same was true throughout thi 
dizzying passage around (hi 
Roodeye, when the only scriou 
danger to Sangster s" monc; 
was that Jimmy Fortune migh 
lose count of the laps and wit 
Lhe race a dreuit loo soon 
Even when Etterhy Park wen 
five lengths clear with half a mill 
to run. Fortune was sliJi travel 
ling so sweetly that, but for iht 
thick slaps of mud on horse am 
rider, you would have though 
that he had just left the stalls 
He reeled the leader in on iht 
turn far home, and had sij 
lengths to spare at the line. 

“I thought they were goinj 
too fast in the soft ground am 
I knew that they would corat 
back to me." Fortune said. “1: 



I : ; *-* - *• “ - - ^ 

Tail enders: But Ibp Cees (3rd left) progressed through the pack to win yesterday’s Chester Cup photograph'* Allsport 


“He’s not an easy horse to 
ride at home because he tries 
to drop everyone," his trainer 
said. "Jimmy came off when he 
whipped round on the gnllops 
earlier this year, and he's an ab- 
solute nightmare to catch when 
he does gel loose. Kieren {Fal- 
lon J fell off him before the Ce- 
sarewitch last year and he ran 
straight off down to the village." 

For all this, however, Ra ms- 
den is mure than willing to for- 
give him. "You can’t help but 
love Him because it's just a 
game,” she said. “TTiere's no 
malice in him, he's not trying to 
shirk the issue, he just likes to 
lest the people on lop of him. 


If he were a person, he'd be do- 
ing it with a smile on his face." 

Since Top Cees had risen J57b 
in the weights since his success 
two years ago, it says much for 
Ramsden 's talent’s that she 
could coax so much improve- 
ment from an ageing gelding. It 
is part of a trainer's art to be 
able to "get a horse handi- 
capped", or in other words, 
persuade the handicappcr to 
drop it to a winning mark, and 
few do so more skilfully than 
Ramsden, as Bishops Court, 
who cantered home in the 
sprint handicap, demonstrated 
just an hour later. 

In the intervening race, the 


Cheshire Oaks, Kyle Rhea pro- 
duced an 1 1 -length beating of 
Grapevine which, if she were to 
be supplemented for the Oaks 
itself, would make her a 12-1 
chance with the Tote to win the 
fillies' Classic. 

The Ribbtcsdalc Stakes at 
Royal Ascot is a far more like- 
ly ’destination, however, not 
least because Henry Cecil, her 
trainer, is already responsible 
for Reams Of Verse, the ante- 
post favourite for Epsom. 
William Hill took her stable- 
mate's victory as a positive sign 
and cut Reams Of Verse to 7-1 
from 8-1, but odds of 12-1 are 
still available from the Tote. 


Yalaietanee 
leads raid 

British horses farm a formida- 
ble team for the first two French 
Classics, which are to be shown 
live on BBCZ's Sunday Grand- 
stand this weekend- Yalaietanee, 
Fantastic Fellow and possibly 
Deadly Dudley tackle the Poule 
d'Essai des Poulains, while Red 
Camellia, Nigh third, Scebe and 
Star Profile run in the Poule 
d'Essai des Pouliches. Peter 
Chapple-Hyam’s San down win- 
ner voyagers Quest tackles the 
Prix Lupin on the same card. 


Hills is Dee 
man to follow 
with Musalsal 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 


Just after they have taken the 
Cellophane off their diaries at 
the beginning of the year Robert 
Sangster and Barry H3is turn to 
early May and put red ink 
around the Chester meeting. 

Sangster likes the Roodeye as 
it is his home course and he 
marked this year’s pilgrimage 
with Top Cees's victory in the 
Chester Cup yesterday. Hills is 
the training maestro of Deva, 
where he likes to take the 
Cheshire air and buckets of 
prize money. 

The Lam bo urn man’s most 
reliable fundraiser arrives today 
in the shape of the Dee Stakes, 
a Listed race he has won four 
times since 1985. Hills makes 
sure he does not bring his worst 
horses here, as the victories of 
Blue Stag, who went on to be 
placed in the Derby, and the 
subsequent Irish Derby winner. 
Sir Harry Lewis, testify. 

Today's carrier of the faith is 
MUSALSAL (nap 2.40), who is 
available at 50-1 with William 
HD1 for the Derby. Die Sadler’s 
Wfells colt virtually pulled his 
teeth out early on during his 
reappearance at Doncaster, but 
eventually showed a decent 
turn of foot to win. His Leices- 
ter victory last season also looks 
more persuasive following yes- 
terday's Cheshire Oaks victory 
of the runner-up that day, Kyle 


Rhea. Musalsal can now beat 
the other form horse of the race, 
Bamum Sands, who was fourth 
in the Feiiden Stakes at New- 
market, a Listed contest which 
produced Tuesday's Chester 
Vase winner, Panama City. 

The Ormonde Stakes con- 
tains one of the naughtiest 
horses in training. If Election 
Day was a schoolboy be would 
have worn out the headmaster's 
slipper, such is his errant be- 
haviour on the racecourse. 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP; Musalsal 
(Chester 2.40) 

NB: Election Day 
(Chester 3JJ0) 


where jockeys regularly have to 
take the car * to him. Diis is noL 
to say that Election Day (next 
best 3.10) is without ability, and 
his most compliant days occur 
when the going is soft. 

That Man Again (3.40) races 
from the front and with his ad- 
vantageous draw he may be able 
to skirt around this circuit like 
a greyhound bunny. The chest- 
nut is 71b lower than when win- 
ning at Hay dock in 1995 and 
showed his most promising 
form for some time on his 
Newbury reappearance. The 
course looks ideal too for An- 
tonia’s Doable (2.10), whose 
outside berth is not insur- 
mountable in such a small field. 


CHESTER 
2Jtfc Bodlari distinction occupies the 
favoured stall against the inside roils 
and showed at Thirsk last month 
that she has the ability to take ad- 
vantage. She wfll need to break 
smart l)’, however, as on her outside 
are hist ones in Antonia's Double 
and JEWEL The latter is given pref- 
erence because her fifth at New- 
market was in a good quality event. 
□CO 

ZAO*. MUSALSAL finished with a 
flourish over lm at Doncaster and 
a good victory over this lm 2f 
would earn Barry HOls's colt a tilt 
at the Derby. Thofllio has talent but 



his yard has yet to hit form. Firm- 
gping winner Crystal Hearted will 
threaten if handling the mud. 

nrp 

3.10: Ela-Aristokrati holds 
SALMON LADDER on recent 
Newbury farm over frp 4£, but the 
longer trip and softer ground should 


he in the selection's favour. The 
lightly meed Royal Court has the po- 
tential to figure hut a greater threat 
may be Eva Litno, whir is proven at 
this trip and arts on easv goine. 

mo 

340: Despite being drawn in the two 
outside berths. Surprise Mission 
and Z1GGV5 DANCER may dom- 
inate this. The selection was a 
short-head behind Surprise Mission 
at Thirsk three weeks ogn, is 3Tb bet- 
ter off now, has shown some of his 
beq form c*ver this truck and trip and 
acts on mud. Pride Of Brat on, who 
has been switched from Geoff 
Lewis's stable, is well handicapped. 


Chester 340 
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340 Z tggv ’s Dancer 
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445 EAGLE CANYON (nap) 
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EBF SEFTON MAJDEM STAKES (CLASS D) £10000 | C4 
2TO fffltes 5f Penalty Value £6£70 - 


43 ANIDMA’S DOUBLE (20) (BF) lOms DaAenj J Ban 8 13-.. 
BE MYWBH (TTran) Gay 8 11- 


DC Ml WKM1 !■ HWIJ 07 iWUWf » ** — 

A DEMOLITION JO [7)C»nn Pu(J\) P D bare 3 13 

5 JEWEL (22) (lady Tenre« R town 8 U 

SKY RED neny NeW M Bel 8 11. 


MftlGS 
— K [May 6 S3 
JtCada*M2 - 
— Kftflml 7B 
.J Fortune 5 57 


_Dano<rNea4S4 
.T Orion 3 — 


lS4m YEAR OFDC DEE [TgS 

-4U| Xj£35fX)03Y01m2f79fiisPenBttyVakiB£2*,790 

BAHH1M SAMIS (23J (AASfirt farms Stud Ulfl J Dunlop 8 8 "l ‘ 

SSS*T«™m»7iiite;ruPntoMiHCa«N88 AMcGftm' 


U22-4 MfflMI SMBS |Oj n«ww rm. ™ - ... 

ITsa cRVsnui«mm(27)iuscMP0temHC!rw88 
5M MUSflimKh(MBWoumNU««MrtBHte8e — 

22-1 TCOfUQttq {Ecune Bata 

[HMfc isa iwU, 52 TkdMc, 3-1 Bancaa Sande, 7-1 Ciyriri Hearted 

* s lSss tm. •» ‘jxsssiisss; 


urn) me over the eanw tnp « Doncaster on Ms iwprarance iwnon 

Snum Sands (by Green 

5 too ras iw tn funon* on uuN be hart to beat with ennawwi 

y ^t±alHto«todtaOhad^ »^«l on the fest ground h warwWk last Oo- 

■.Hewnsa same second » IfSiem a Sataction: TCOFUJO 

nthetsstJneaaiace. 

MUONDE STAKES (GROUP 3) (CU«SA) 

Solm Sf 83yds Penalty. V^£29,5M 

Suwoffl NM (Utto W 1 p Cote59 [: 0 — — =££2! SJ 

4(Mm702 


"""iKSSoS Yf DNsCMl 322 

6 Cuter 6 sr 

_ .. . ii.gi 


Dotted 9 11? 
Cuter 6 ST 

L U-2 Siteoa Udder, M Era liiBB, 

w FORM GUIDE 

^ on his raappearoncs. Unraflad ae a Jgwnite, te tethajsw to 
; the fancy 0,1 ,p~L itedefeaQ03nMigon<&srgioi«/«tfie 
^ Coated p<*fous)y beaten the 

and he'i take Thebem- 

B had-tengh seconti to wwBootartftt'sw 

e » Etecttcn Dey^ well addft m firth. These 

mwichad test tetm and tf« super-mugi b ont-Min er 
mud. Becwn Day was a strong-ttnoWf^BBeend In 

as fDOT [,.,2 -tit a character '‘ho *®s D,ei},navi ' 

f ‘ He t»nner after h«s U3Bd-rac8«ra 


wm (iwi Sunshack, but avne mprowement is SlwV and this isn't a tnugr Group Three. Ew 
lm nms tnjm the hurt but the sugBasnoii is the tWk Hill winner Is beaia&ie on her reap- 
[iBarance ai the lasing gome. Itoonax has t»s gramd and has been hudling owr tnps too 
short for nm. Ha mrgpa are die Cup races and this distance may even be wo sharp for 
him. write the &oml lochs sure to cause okt Fortier Fight some prabiems. That leaves 
Pie uopaited handcaoperSMBataMS Hareelf, a real mud-kMng mare who corfrmed hand- 
cap form vwh Orchestra SW at Haydock In March. But It Is hart to see the % beating 
ftoyaf Couit eonmg OfW the sex aSowance. Sotectton: ROYAL COURT 


GOING: Soft. 

STALLS: Im2f- stands wide; rest - trcodc. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE; Low numbers best. 

■ Cigtu, clmitar course- Noe snilsMc fur lonp-onrirng hor>^ 

■ r*urse fc* near cemre of dtjc iyn A548. Chester General station tm. ADMISSION: rViim- 
j£_Enckmnv soU oali T» u«aaUa 4)Jf lrw ftemi J-J; Orem* i2. CAR PARK; JU!. 

■ LEADING TRAINERS WITB RUNNERS: M Stooie — 16 mnnera Ihnm 68 runner* 
gives a success ratio of 33.CH and a prabioi SI kvet Make oriUI. J Berry — In 
winners, 108 runners, ItfiNt, -£^6.2n; R Hannan — 13 wuintrs, IS,” nuiikis, UU.tMk, 
-42.63; A B*Dcy — 1 1 wtimias, 138 runners, KPS, -iT702. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: P« Eddery ■—) 6 winners, 7i! rides, il.-J%,-S7j;i;WRS»rt»- 
ban — 13 winners. 48 rides, 27.19b. +411.76: S Darter — 13 winners, K rules, 'J50W. 
+tJ3.I7; L Dettori — 13 winners, 7*J rides. 18.1*1, -41 1.1R 

BUNKERED FIROT TIME: None. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE RENNERS: Baron® Sands (2.40 ) has been reni 23» mfle* \igi Duntop 
htrjn .tnmdd. Wea Sussex. 


3.40 


WUXCKVeONW«MANHAL£S RATED HANDICAP 
(CLASS B) £15,000 5f Penalty Vahie £9fl99 


IE) 


12360- &PS)ON(221)0Dt(PADeaqHC9n44 97. 
01106- t»m(UQmURGQ0d)MJWinGlEn4 96- 


~CMtar710Q 
_M Roberts 3 35 


5100-2 saHUBSmuM RYEH (25) M pF) JC Danas) J apny E 9 2 — ,_P Roberta 05 103 

6000-1 THAT hlflh AGWH (20) (D) (J T MJi & H E 0l<>] SCW9ams588 KIMoyllOS 

05002 PRBC OF BRKTON (201) (CD) (BF) Hi Rbbc) C Pwntn 4 8 7 Pent Btdeiy 6 101 

0000-0 B(M»lR0SE(20)(D}fGHSEe*y&NCDHaAMBbnaad58 7_J<tehBi2Bia2 
30022 SGOVB DMCER fUM) (T) (|BFH) P Deny) E Ataon 6 B 6 K Fetal 9 99 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

' ' - 6 decimal - 

-BET1IN& BA M, 114 Aatwda'B Doable, 4-1 Bodtaknutoelfco, 5-1 Sky Rad, 1&3 Be l*y WWi, 
U-lDtmaBUonJo _ , 

X9S6: Mraia^ Chart 2 B 11 K Derm 5-2 (J BenyickaMi (3) r orv 

FORM GUIDE 

Tre aw*X flattened away all bar sdc of the ongnal 16 ertihos. tot the race Is stfll 
Becky enourh with two newcomers who look capable ot h ® a 

pbitousJy been on JaSi Bony’S mmd concemlne ANTONIA’S DOUBLE altw laa >®P^siMn 
by the haH-afcrer Antonia’s Choice. «#» also had previous rapenerea. Beaten « 
tie and TOrsh, her oarty pace w 0 be sure* v» the track ana She's taken to overcome the 
outsale draw. Richard Hannon’s juverales fownabiy come on a W for a ru n y Je wri miat 
a Chance nfittf her £lcw-sBvtir« 10 Padfica ® ttewmaiWx. t-iw rrtOTwss De«% 
Dudley and Mbs Nosey Partcer were both wirmere in me mud so Jew« snould cope wn 
amsJi wflh the conations. Wcha<4 BeS and Gay 

Sky Rad and Bo My wish have something to recommend them. Be Uy wwtte i»m a 
^n nctng mare aid retired to Mnmng baneScscpcre. Abe, her are Be My Chtof wem Thrw^i 
Ms juvenile career unbeaten for Henry Cecil. Michael Bel hadanewcomer wnnwih ^ Hoh 
CtiUnm Monday end she was entered for tivs race. The 1 “T 

eairtv foai reated to a decant winning French juvenUe end sure to ^ ^ ^ 
a daughter of Ni^Tf SWft. There was sabte ccrr/Warrt rn BoibWfotetJoctfon 
K bKIshedteunh to Pennies*. She wasn’t lar behind Antonia’s Poubfo and her 
frfcMrawHi aerfotmance sttensts she wm go well today on me stovrer surface. DcreoiMen 

classed here. 


1030-0 SHffWDRD DREAM tl^ (Q (Qiairt KottngsJ J BaOQnlcy 4 B 5 L Dettori 4 S3 

00311 5URPIDSC MISSIQN (19) [DJ ID R Bnxhsui) Ma J Rancoen 5 B 4 . bane (TIM 8 96 
-BdiMewd- 

Mhemia iwftfs: Eta 4b. Due hmUoc Suprise MbstanftOh 
BETT1«; 7-2 Sutpto MMon, A-ltbat Han Aprin, 6-ingftT* Drartr, 6-1 IWtoo, 7-lSeBwal- 
parti Flyer, SMyirfbnt Dreara, 8-1 Bowriee Rote, 12-1 Pride Of Brtxton, 14-1 Speed On 
199ft flrao 5 8 13 R Codrane 6-1 (Gay Krtacoy) dravci (3)11 ran 
FORM CUBE 

The M^ny prized inside sal has fallen to That Man Again, Who Bxwred as his ofo speed 
at Newbury hw wehs ago when fourth to Repenray. He has sbpped to a teraent mark 
and wdMake ow treating if he lasts home in the gound (a« ww« on the test). Bowden Rone 
(star) 2) ts another fast-^ound spetiafet, but not so TADEO, who toues the soft and wwi 
annual placed nswi 3 eo shew these the way home. Mark Johnston’s horses are running 
MR and Tad eo mpned test backend to wn in suet styta at Hapfocfc (beat Ansefcnanj 
and Ascot (beat To The Roof). Frantoe Dettori has won on Swynftwd Dream, who has a 
chance from stBil 4. His best form has been shown in the autumn, but h<( dd nxi the couse 
wes m soft Bound last Aiflusirten caught near the Rne by Panther. Surprise Mbaton Is 
in cracking form after wins at Newcastle end Thtofc, and he’s only a pound Wrong" r the 
hankcap. The stable is firing, but all his wins have been on a fast surface and mi dowel 
to take tws from stai 8. Sutra Dancer, a doee fort in this last year, was beaten a shot 
head by Surprise Mission at Thrsk two Duongs ago when he raced alone on the far aide. 
He’s 3a> trener here, but lhe ouisMte sial sea him a task. SeDiuretiHMk Rycr is wry fast 
and led everywhere but the post at Epsom [GO last time. Csugir by Lord OBvfer, he has a 
chance oven rf &k furtane subs mm better. Speed On should narefte the ground befog a 
son oFSharpo, but dm daw (sown) puts me off him. Sote ct fon: TADEO 


4.15 


WYNN HANDICAP (CLASS C) £12000 added Tf 122yds 
Penalty Vdiue £9^280 

MGHBORH (22) (t»)(WrtslW Itearg CU) 199» PFHpKSlOO WRyenU 

WBESIVAiairaE(lS)(foe\Ma*reS)JWw7gi3 M Roberts U 

DB7A SQtBL (USA) (3Q (09 (American Cunecban fl P Hons 59 7- — - — I Held 12 

SUFSREnjRfi CZ15) SJ) (A Lfl Menem A Jaw 592. .WJffCoreorle 

UBSiniE BEAR (4) (Q (Dra CKuteiE) J Boiy 4 9 2 ADadeya 

SQMIMH [IQ (Noy Sremql R Hofirehead 4 9 1 LDdted7 

WKJWflmtajlli P2) (C) (D) (ft Mtous) M Chenncn 7 8 13 PP Murphy 05) 5 V 

DRAKE PUCE (15) (G E Med T J Nl&iton 6 8 13 TfotatB 

DUB10 (B) (H C hDroobons Ud) M Btarerera G B 11 JQMrelS 

EUTE HOPE (USA) (76) [Bf^ (Eta Racing CUb N Tetter 5 88 Gtetar9 

06ER0WS DART PS7) Pev Itatg) P Memo 4 8 8 1 ! Fortune 15 

WBHBRmeELAD(2) [CD)(Wr flgUPD&are 7 85 GMndUV 

SOOIY IBM CL5MD) (1 M DaBeyl i M EaUey 10 B 5 RPtatdiHS 

VKUK THE BEAT (40) (LBdieux*) ftecfoeCkJb) U Made 7 S 4 D S were ey(5)2 

FtTKS FENMWF &'■; A HJfwsnD J M Batty 484 D Heart 4 

SUE SKAADI p) 88 Hhe BlDtV HAtor I^Btneidre) E Alstcn 5 8 3 SthreeMlb 

B4PU5IUE AB (8) (Dj (T A Scteeml E Wfeymes 583 LCharaodrl 

ERUPT t3S) (P RcTs*fcnD G teUrv, 483 AMcOoosU 


1 015-00 

2 050-44 

3 0400-0 

4 53100- 

5 125W 
G 00004 

7 OOOfll 

8 31000 

9 020-40 
ID 1-1234 
U 25320- 

12 02354) 

13 -23334 

14 -01BU 

15 32000 
18 562142 
17 040-20 

la 40006 XBdadmad 

BemHft 7-1 Srttacfa, Ol KeaMleaneere, 10-1 Delta SeWL Gulf Stead, VMk lbe Best. 12-1 
Afoerttb* BeH.Dueao, ftupt. InpiMveAlr, 14-1 Wrtm,Oreaee P»ra, My Best VHeatta,Obrare 
Dert, Wenttrtdge led, 18-1 Etee Hope, Surt Retuni, aw others 
199ft Hfltom 7 9.7 K Dadey 15-2 IP FslgBte) daw (SI 16 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

SuattKh. a (Miner on his second start last year (by five lengths at Doncaaeri and with el 
three wms gamed wtb FrsnMtr Dettori, has a leading chance affar Ws seasonal fourth to 
Another Tens over a trip (70 too for at Ffontetraa 16 days But the wronw tokte to be 
DELIA S0LE1L fifth fo test yea's LfoCbfo and even a chance elf the fflb tower rnrak. Dana 
Solel drew a Mar* last term, but he was a smart juwnfla and could bounce back after a 
pteasmgshrrtngar Kempran (GO oner a trip too sharp. En*t also eonrestad dw Kemp- 
tan rare vwn by Eastern Prophets, and he won a nursery m the mud. He's poany drawn to- 
day, but may stflt make the frame off boaren wei#n. RnobtrieemKEe Is In top form after 
hte Ripon erelsa 12 days ago. He has a good draw and B Sttl wsfl nantfleappad altEr aaS- 
fly treating Doono on foe course last season. Duelo has his ^thfod IhiB fame and shaped 
well at Newmartct test week, but Newbwy seems WsfavountB course. The pound and big 
weatt sets last year's winner Hgftlm a stiff task, and Wenttridge Lad, a cfose third 
and wwab better, art be better tor his run here on Tuesday. Setecflo* DELTA SOLDL 


EATON HANWCAP (CLASS D) £10)000 added lm 4f 66yds 
Penalty Value £7,340 

22-120 WJBpSinfaHWSNBttJKBufledlOO-^. KftftfoB 


4>45 


DOOM EA&E CAHVOH flfl) (0) (CInQr W Lane B Hantuy 4 9 12 
214W IESSAWE (1^ (D) (Htey Partriacrtp) M Csmacfto 5 9 11 


7911. 


.WRjreS 

J.dwnoek3 
jForiUMlO 
Dew tJTte* 11 


-22510 W5Ara.(USA]W(CD){BB(Pen&sHa4a8?L«PD 
O401Q2 ATUBffllYOfl) (D|(BRPU»WarnS RHarnonSSlO 

21132- FUtlTTSOTTLE (172) (ftenete, Lady NeftcncPSWfarrfl MTcmpIcnsd 98_TQoh»2 

141546 OBfOKCaiWuraiSI^ LDattil7 

22-003 A1N0HTARAM (LB) (A H W-MUsfl G law 5 9 3 — „Prt Eddery 68 

711921 WfRK ROOSTER (30) (D) (Wj»V A LeatEiri) A Irtcomba 593 toHrtHHflU 

25060 W«A(l^roiLBM[by)JBflM481i i lft*14 

2X2142 OLA»B(2^CTN^I>S!ri«GsrteilEa^4ai3 flflBfotelU 

■20105 SUPERBWM(CHsmnimPHoyfc65B6 F Horton 12 B 

140-0 THEBtTTTBfiMCXl® fflM(5tot)e«Chan«es) RFaheydfli — RWIarts»r7}8 

- 13 docM- 

BETTHG: 3-1 Rsdes Rnoste, 7-2 Qetapino, 6-lTbe Botterefok IBI, 9-1 Bandog Crater, 12-1 
Mmditanre.E^ltCaDyeB.FBflTlntta, Rapsyei. 14-lMUtarty, SAiJfcTeMUw.ao-iDtera, 
2WSupesrfl^ 

199R OrtntwiHWr 38 3D Hanson 9-1 (PChaiSfife-HSIRn) t>a*i (4| lfl r» 

FORM GUIDE 

RAFFLES RCKWIBt looks the proverbial harems® snfoafterwnnlng with so muehifl hand 
from Safour^iw the al-weather at Wbheftwmpon four weeks agj. That win proved how 
unluefty h» was agenssedourtfi at Soufomi and he can nwr proue foe same point vwh 
Gaiapma. wte got test nm on Nm at Doncaster but with Raffles R«a»r now M> batar off 
tor foe fen^beatiri&Gsispinorriuasaf be in twfo a aredcftartoe if hantfctg the tfound 
because fog tetest eHottertr a fine second a Angue-G at NewmaiWx. Tha Buttanelck IQd 

ares for Ms apprentice aid Ire stays. He hea gone well In foe pound in me pea and 

only foe nteMsnaed Sea Freedom hefted hte Wow up b«i at Now^tam last week. 

Selection: RAFFLES ROOSTER 


HAMILTON 


3.00 


HYPERION 

ZOO Lord Sky Z30 Manumfe Boy 3 jOO Karto- 
ma 3-30 In Good Faitti 4 j 05 Alezal 4^5 Sun Mark 


GOING: Sou (Ihskt in placed. 

STALLS: Ouurrk-, excepi lm taaidv mill. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: High ben Tor Im to lm If. 

■ Right -hand imdubung corns*- well pair -stuped loop. 

■ Racecourse Is north of lawn on B70 7 1 . 1 UmOton West raihaa)- 
staUon (Mrivx-e (tom (ilasffmi a lm away- /UWISSKHE C&ib 
SIJ; Grandstand and Padikcfc S 7 (S4 for OAFS, dtsahled £ stu- 
denu. S 10 fw raopkw.l; orcompamed under- 1 ta fiic all undo- 
surr a. CAR PARK.- Free. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME.- None. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: AD On raOOl too at 
Mu*«Ibiirtei on Thursday- 

LONG- DISTANCE EDAWEES: Brmur Mmtfa&le (4.35) ret 
:&0 miles by B Simpson from West Buddand. Sumcreet; Golden 
Hadecr f3 JW) & dagdilp Boy i3;W) sent aGD mflet, ty M Ryan 
frucn Kewnartfi, ^dlalfo Aknl (4.0C) «om mlks t? W Jar'-s 
Oxen Newmaricet, StrCfotk. 


SCOTTISH EQUnABLE/JOCKEYS ASSO- 
C1ADON HANDICAP (CLASS D) £7,000 
added lm 5f 

OCHXn COB IM FABRAIGE M UffiLPenBtl4 9 ID_J4Semple(7)l 

30-020 KAHBBIA (M) OSfflBti 4 9 1 0 9rtf«ftl(3)6 

00003 RDSSEL(4)PMonfonh490 1 Carrol 3 

033004 PHUBSr(4)M»LI>ama5B4. 

02313 K>imi(17)(D»TDanfly7 83.. 


-30211 ALL ON (BJJHefoerare B83I5W- 


-N Kennedy7B 

I Fearing S 

S Sauries 2 


utmmxaigt TaiOb. Tn/etmaeapoOgeOaklenHatevTaTb. 

BETTMft04 Al On, 02 HntaM, IM ftweL7-l Kstaas, Gorin Hadeer, 
8-1 PHUat, 124 Oak Ih Finrifie. Umi Adweate 


5420a U*D ADWCAIE (4) (CO) D Naan 9 8 2_£ lortter (7) S B 

132152 80UBI HADSR (42) M l^an G 7 10 MBaW(3)4 

-8 


330 


200 


CLYDE VALLEY HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£AJ03S added 5f 
room snxEMnss(S)(D)MWEaaBtiy5U)0 rimieB 

36504 ANTmEStS(21)nJKdilar«4911 I Carol 2 

03354 mOPEALBEACMffl)lCfl)JBeny498 Ctn*Kr{7)9 

SIS)- BISAL MtSCHEF (1B1) 03) 0 Maltaa 3 9 1 

iw - awtatt CT 7 

320103 LORD SET (4) (D) A 8aiey G 8 10 S State* B 

0200-3 HEHRYIHE WUKK CUDtmU Dots BBS 

£TMffb(3)lB 

2330-3 READY THUN (ft Mss L Reran 4 8 7 OUfetaalfi 

20006 1BH BUIES (4] J Gdtte 10 B 2 TfMM»4 

00002 SIMMY MAI. WO (BJ(C0) Ms tftnmi 5 7 12 

_~N KteoetS 
_PBtaffley(7)3 
-DateGteemll 


BOLLINGER CHAMPAGNE HANDICAP (AM- 
ATEURS) (CLASS F) £3,500 lm 65yds 
110450 KBKCWBWn(D)Ml^nai20JMrSIawMDm9V 
0003-2 H COCO BtlTh [1225(D) JJQrfoP 5 11 3, Mr T McCarthy S 

900- ID BnUMBWAYCrimMaMRaaleyBUl 

JArKEKUBTOZB 


00525 CUED IP (20? P D Bans 4 ID 7 Mr A B™ (4)4 V 

5-0500 WSfQWVBnuiE(4)RMcMeAe4910 

-- J* D Mdwson (4) 6 

55-000 RATTl£(24)DNokn497 TteTJBsiyM&B 

00004 HnQE5tiUYM(CDtRMfoelBr597Jft'VtriBnUfG3 


8 000-00 B0M0N1DIR(U)PMBMRael4B97 


MrMHND0ta8V 


9 00610- Frea*AYKWBW(CD)J hbrdarB797J4r0Mcl4ial(4)7 

-9dectered- 

MMrun weight SSr 7te. Tiue bandfcap melfft; Roar On four 9st Sfo Wend- 

«rl in0S9s«b, 

BEnMtMftaadteWM7-3kftrtUiv«attw4teBCMS-lllriclilee 
Lady, 7-lCMed Up, 12-1 Roar On Tber, 18-1 RatUa, 20-1 attar* 


435 


ooom RAfflK COWGDtL (4 D Hdan 4 7 ID - 
5G3335 WISH (G) T Efoeonecn 3 7 10 


-UdMtered- 

Mtnfnun n/gn: TSt lOte. True ac^tts: ffogune Cnrgbf & tnpfth 7B Bib. 
BETTWft MTrejiicri Bear*, Hawyllw Hank, 11-2 IttdSty, JM Really 
7M4r, Saadqy Mflbrv 8-1 SMaa Kte, Aotthed^ U-l ribas 


BEILSHLL AUCTION MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS E) £4*200 added 3YD lm 65yds 

1 2-2 M£ZALC19)WJB«90 S States 2 

2 2 N0 6ROUSMG(21)PHaetam9D OlMteal 

3 500- PALDOSTpS^ U hterrmonC 00 1 Canal 3 

4 8- TlPPStARY SUNSET (ZU) J J Qum 9 0 DrieObsaurt 

-4dedered- 

KrtBIft W Atexri, 7-1 Nb Qrourtg. B-l Pridoet, 1D4. Ttepamy Sbbm 


230 


WTERSALLS MADEN AUCTION STAKES 
(CLASS E) £4y025 added 2YO 5f 

H.YM6 WGNFMiply89 Ihreing3 

233 NAHMS BOY CUI)(B)1 Bony 88 JEDnaa(94 

MCE PnSBENIML T Bhertn^vi B B 1 Canal S 

-BOHA Mss Ltanll 8 5 OUMta2 

2 SHARP CRACKBt (7) M Jforaton 8 3 - 


435 


EAGLESHAM LIMITED StAKES (CLASS F) 
£3300 added lm 4f 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

— B de cla red - 

BEITMft 3341 M e fo m aT t Boy, S-2 Share Cracker, 7-2 Vfoa Preeteaefiri, 
8-1 Jacmar, 10-1 Flying M0, 16-1 Conte Cate 


G COSMKCASEp) iGotteBCL 


-S State* 6 


050-14 IWJWPrtrSFEf (22) W (Bf)MraMR»«tej4 811 

0Copp|5)2 

25005- SKOBKS(M3)JBcCenld4ail 1 Carol 4 

03823 SUf MAM (28) Mart state* 68 11 S States 3 

AJ44-0 FAIUDMI (4) J Gotle 5 & 11 Xltete(3)S 

4056-5 retDNZE UAQUETTE (9) F! fWrpaon 788 MGri^NTl 

-5 


BETTINft 7-4 Kafor(rf* Pet, 9-4 Sod Hark. 6-1 Sh Ctels, 13-2 Fenarbyr, 
tea M hu pt M * 


HYPERION 

2L20 Shaded Z50 Naivasha 320 Blue Kite 
3.50 Lady Sheriff 4J25 Bold Aristocrat 4 JSS 
Water Garden 


3 R0aUR0HTHESUI(24}W0MTi«iKr81-I8rariceU 
6 fWMMI C®1 ttsW Aten (Nod 713 LNeateaB 


GOING: SumdanL 

STALLS: Rr - ouukte, remainder - inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Middle u) Wgh best Tor 0f U) 7T. 

■ FTbnsand surface; lefirhjuvi sharp, ora) course. 

■ Course k 5m W of Newark- BoDtston Jim «Jun atboht. (nrar. 
ADMISSION: Chib £12; TAumaBa 56 (54 for DAP members of 
course's Diamond Club - ftLGO to jalii; accompanied under- 16a 
free). CAR PARK: Free. 

BUNKERED FIRST TWE: Owdy (3,50). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Deeert Invader (4—5) 
won at Wohrerhampum on Thursday. 

LONG-DISTANCE KCNNEBS: Rack From The Son (3^0) A Cad- 
ftrt Jewel (4^5) haw been sort JOT mitosby'WGMTnniEr from 
Gorton Denton. Somerset. 


S RXftAL DREAM J Berry B 2 PFeactyR5 

9 ROBBITS EMUQHTSI J BaUng B 1 NCaririal 

10 

U ... 

12 PKCOOeaNOJHyftaae 7 12 An^te tfeattsy (7) 9 

-12dedand- 

SETTWs: 7-4 Sayal Orart, 11-2 Ibanls KSSfi. Stas Iffin B-l Gfass Mw 
ra, 304. taMdan Romeo, CSftad Bala, nodi Fmn Iba Son, 14-1 aMws 

loen) FfiEESJA FILLIES HANDICAP (CLASS E) 

l±^ll £4,025 added 5f 

OOOTO AL RBET (ft) ^ Boteme 6 9 11 -FBoyte(ril3 


imi 


MAGNOLIA HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3£00 
added 3YO lm 4f 


04002 lAWSHiHf7(7)raMWEareriv699.RParite(S)12B 

-02300 NAPBSC«(2Q(C)raMsNUarauley‘>9 7 l 

Webstar 10V 
IWew ai -5 


-DWrRhtS 


4031-0 MAKE lEADf (ID) (CO) J Narie 3 9 4_ 

3204-5 AMOOAfl) (C) A Bailey 4 8 12 

32050 HdHKZE(7)(B)NBym4t489 

5-404 CCBflCOTJ (TO) G kter^sui 3 8 7 — — M Henry (3)11 

030505 D&ROfi (9) (CD) D Ho^, rtes 686 ACteklB 

4HWS SECRET KU5S (tf) P9 A P Jones 5 8 3 TSrt*o7 

B0-6C2 BURS Bl DE FAMUT (9) G McCout 5 8 2__D Haatera 2 B 
anoa nwforaMnr(20^ttaLSUte4 7io^cteHa3L 

OOO P0SnVERBUU(70^BJPnC8 571D PF*«ey(5)G 

£04-0 (53) BMa*l3 7 10 — J DW% 4 


1 403- WESLEY’S LAD (185) J Nates 9 7.. 

2 121821 AS-IS (24) (D) M JofnOT 9 7 

3 5102-3 B0HCWX£(31]Bn*e95_. 

4 4-1541 BSOCnME LBE (31) 59 Ms M ta 

5 050-56 SHADED (JA) J W Warn 90 

6 00-552 GOODD«r(B9)C'nianBn9 0 — 

7 60432 SPQMWJCXS (7) BBau0i8 11— 

8 30045 WVmM(3QCFrtU5r810 — 

9 00-632 W0«XAM» NYMPH E3G5DMuray 
008 DAMN SUMr p3J B Hantuy 8 9 


-O Doyle 3 
.JUtoaMr9 


rSpeata 2 

• 92 ACribare 7 


-Udadwed- 

Mrsnan we^a: 7 a IDS. True frareStrsp wflgfic Farcy Ctancy 7^136,^06- 
AtreRssuK TM 4ft. wfeiW Sa 4ft. 

BETHNCb 11-4 Lady 5hed(t 5-1 Sara h The fterite. 3342 Napter Star, 
7-lAaraeba. 8-lDteob, 10-1 Make Ready, Pafoate, 14-1 otbere 


H Cmnortna 10 

_Dewr Ikfonra 13 
JI tartan 18 



SWUtMSttlfi 

r 8 90 R McCabe 4 

_] SlarftS 


4J2S 


/UMnum K&c W306. Due Aanteqp w© 
sur 7st 2tL 

BEfTMft 44. Atto, 9-2 Brochme Ltea, B-l 
H2-1 Warieyfo IM Solar Dan, Set 


(1B)(BF) 9r HIM 8 7 fiDriMdl 

IriBt (38) G Ham B 7 DHantaaB 

(49 M JdTMon 8 (rawrim (3) U 

(20) JHHteonSO HHaorrPJl* 

BflRFSfiqrTlO DWHgte» 


P Raney (5)6 

-.Sen Pub 7a tz. Mon- 

S-l.WDednd 
14-1 otter* 


2-50 


CAMELLIA CLAIMING SDVKES (CLASS F) 
£3^300 added 3Y0 lin 


BEGONIA SELLMG STAKES (CLASS G) 
£3jD00 added 6f 

016245 BOLD AMSIDCRAT (7) (CD) R HofltWieaa 6 9 10 

. . C lytal (Jj 3 

-15305 OUfWHf42J(C!ira3SrTBrT69lO AOtePU^ 

334321 0G5ERTINWB(7)raraDQterenG910-AOAau5 

230012 EUON LEDSER (BO) (QJ) (BF] Ms N Macaley 8 9 ID 

BnareOGQBna2 V 

023050 StRbtSKStpj)rara JLHars9910-0eeaMcKeaMil0 

0 CltDFORD JEWEL B7) W G M Tire 405 T Sputa 7 

00523 HANNAH'S USER dCO IQ raimCMueay 59 5 

r ^-rti HoiBfoftl 13 

KOMASOT IU90 )R Hmi 59 5 TG Ncl*J0>fe9 


663-26 IIMJAN SYMfflONY (42) WF) M JOtfoSKfo 9 3-1 Waun 7 B 

GO PURPLE MAIZE (12) J Aldus 9 3 AOa*4 

00063 PEUDP (7) B Mahan 9 1 80ojfa8B 

04300- 68AreiBK(20D EWeyma813 RDriMdS 

00 HB NOD (10) M Camacho fl 13. . — HOanwtpaU 

0 PH(®(IXPWCSSra 0 McMshanSU -5 Hdrtna(7)l3 

00405 D67MC7AinGW(U)Khay8U -CSraiylS 

6 OHW (35) MSN bteOU^rSU SWetate2B 

0- PRICE OF FORTUNE (329) M Btenshad 89 — NltelS 
51004 NAIVASHA [7) J Beny 8 8 Pta*ray{fi)9 


-44504 NORlMGIBQra KCc<Tlnffrt&Wi795_JWBBWlA 

06400 SAMS0U3M (124)([| M SwHsty 9 9 5 P Ferae y(5)« 

0-2505 KlfoSPWBS? (73) (Off. 3 f«hrel 4 90 UFentenl3B 

•54600 MAHCAffiTHOGEANNA (3fo 9 Baugi 590 — R Pertera 11 
503410 ADUANCEREPA0ra{CD)JAtaiust3S9 — SDriBeld8B 
154(54 CMUJMB(12)(D9 NTnMer3B9 KSted(7)4B 

EITW& WDoeerttewate, 5-1 Btoe Letter, 7-1 HeenelrtUteer, ChB- 

tng, 9-1 Harflag, Adranae Repni, 12-1 Bold Aristocrat, 14-1 often 


4.55 


50- »frBHSY(255)MfisSHai8S. 
00606 MADAM tUCirCI3)WHa0i 94. 
00 RBOsrerpDSBDKinefld. 


-HCarMal2 


j i _ ] , . HtlftiTrin “ft 

■OOfflO BOCKBWwSrmCttrciygO Nhatelfomititf 

~14<tecteNd- 

BEITffia 7-2 BatoSiinptatiy, 9-2 Periop, 7-1 Itowuhe, 0-1 Grate Timet, 
0*dy, 30-1 Dbtttete) Erean 12-3 My Betsy, Medan Lacy, 20 tfoera 


SJ20 


TOUP MADEN AUCTION STAKES (CLASS 
F) £3,300 added 2YD 5f 


0 RUSStAN ROIOf7) B UckfohonSS GDuifiridS 

AHBWAUBirCSmfoflT ACtarit7 


0 BOLERO KD £U)M IV EasBRy 07.. 

4 THAJdtS KSTH (13) J J-OTti B 7 _ 

2 BujEwremNUHnwiEnae— . 

GLASS RNBIP&bsBS 


SPMtora^ 

_J WeeralD 

■■TBmiufliiia 

ACdhree 12 


PETUNIA HANDICAP (CLASS E) EAJX25 
added Tf 

-40101 BWH^Ct^rapaChapMn61fla6e«J.^Orik*nB3 

214300 S» SPOUSE (M) (CD) MBtinfowt 6910 NWa«7 

054 SAXDHBW(15)KCllrtnfilBnv8Krt598 — CDa&aldl 
502000 lBGHC80fIEH(25 {C0)P&lttS 0 9 7 -Rtahaai lfi B 

163240 1MMUBM(C0) DHa$dnJanra796 «* «■» 

6WD0 LAV0UAC19) (D)J Ffa6OTW495 — FL)Wh(3)10 

0-1526 SIJUAHEDGAIlPSJICnjSRRiiUngflflA^ JWdbriarlS 
00003 XMI«mEj0llER(12](CP)(BF}Jlfl^6 

F ltearaiai2B 

(31)«raGWoeE393_™_Aaadi2 

rafCSIAl JohnBfo49D IWtewB 

----- .T Spate 5 


00-1 

306004 

EC-052 SHWnajWOWBPaang38U 


6 GTtB) BASW fW) D Mchcli 8 4 tanaWaade(5)4 


303800 LADY SIX ®(C) M® J Crete 6 8 10 «Cnrt»tne 8 

22000- UDffl0Hia(297iraiadimielC"581jClfo*reimM 
35004 MOWB^(l«ramJi-ftos0711-~-J'«W»“ 
(MHE P0KERPHMCESS(10) MM3710 RMtteaK« 

-ISdedarad- 

MWmun p«tt W 10ft. the hantscap Dm The tMtd nb. 

BBtWft 941 Wrtw Santev 7-1 Tridid, Jriaate Tte J^lM S« 

Sponee, Dewalb, Shoetaiae, 14-1 Uid> CtoOh. Square Rte, fiw fo- 


RESULTS 


CHESTER 

2-10: 1_ PERFECT PARADIGM (L Dettori) 
U-8 foa; 2. FftrUnKAmund 11-2: S. Bfoy- 
att 11-2. 7 ran. 16. (J Gosdon. Nbw- 
rtEWfflU, Tot*; £2.00; £L50, £2.30. Dp; 
£4.20 CSF: 

2.40: X. OMX FOR GOLD IK Darisy) 4-1; 

2. DBfaaanoa 5-6 ter. 3. Ctaadto 7-L 7 ran. 
Vh, a U Beny, Coctomaml. Tbte: £3^0; 
£1.40, £1.50. DF: £2.60. CSF: £751. Nft 
Kdby 

3.10: £ TOP CEES U fortune) 11-2; 2. 
atartw Pate M; 3. ihafanah 16-L 12 ran. 
100-30 few Canon Can <4fo). 10. hd. (Mrs J 
Ramsden, Thtreh). Tote: £8.50; £2 JO, 
£2.40. £520. DF; £2?.6a CSF) £4&83.7n- 
C86C £624^6. Tna £174^0. 

3.45: 1. KVtE RHEA [K Fallon) 9-4 fav; 
3L Brapovlae 8-1: 3. Apacba Star 3-1. S 
nm. 11, 25. IH Cool, Newmarhet). Tata: 
£2.60; £1.60. £2.90- DF: £11-80. CSF: 
£17.47. 

4JS: 1- BraiOPS COURT U Rfoune) 5-2 
1a« Z. DtadtteJ »1; 3- SBraetaw SpM 10-1. 
13 ran. Z htt. (Mis J Ranradon, Thfosk), ltea: 
£3.50; £1-90, £190, £3.50. DF: £33.00. 
CSF: £2827.Tifcast: £186.72. Trtre £8820. 
NR: Hwe Enenw. 

4.45: X. SEA'S RUBY U VterMUl 9-4; 2. 
Rad to ncy 33-1; 3. Sceptre l«dy 7-4 fev, 
ID ran. Nk. U. IA Bailey. Tarporiey). Tata: 
£3.00; £1.10, £T-2Q, £0.50, DF: £66^0. 
CSF: £79.43. Tdo: £34.90. NR: Woodbeck. 
Jackpot: £2,967.40. 

PtecepoC £5350. Qaadpofc £24.00. 
Place ft £34.ia Place 5: £23 12. 

CHEPSTOW 

225: 3- SONG OF THE SWORD (M A 
10-11 far. 2. Tkakflar 11-2; 3. 
Campaign 4-1. 3 ran. 3, 24. (I Old, 
mouMon/. Tale: £220; £3-50, £1.70, 
£3. ID. DF: £4.60. CSR £5.80. 

255: i- UUUIATE SMOOIHE |A P Mc- 
Coy) 11-2; 2. Alpha Leather 7-1; 3. Ml Pop- 
pirian 10-3. 8 ran. Evens fWGatewy (4th>. 

3, IV*. (M Ape- VfeHngton). Tote: £6.10; 
£1.80. £380. £1.40. DF: £87.60. CSF: 
£40.76, Tifoosc £3465©. 

22Scl.HMCHEONGAiE(DMo>n9 72- 
2 Bmnrtown B« 7-2; X Stack Ctaach 7-4 
fair. 6 ran. 10. 2a (R Curbs. Epsom). Tote: 
£5.00; £U90, £1.80. OF: £7.6G CSP. 
£14.22. 

38G: 1. HDEUO ME MAN Mr j L Uemlyri) 
©-2; 2. Star Peritemar 10-1; 3. Khaari 
10- 1; 4. Look In Tho Mbror 12-1. 17 ran. 
5-2 fiw Fte* CBd« IfifoL 'A, 12. (B Uaaefiyn, 
Bareped). Tote £1050; £1.60, £1.90. 
£300. £28D DP £3&00. CSF: £5099. Tn- 
cssc £431,10. Tna £46.00. NR: Sslcambe 
Harbour. 

480: 3. PHAH TDO TOUCHY (Mr N Hsr- 
ns) 8-11 tm: 2 Savoy 8-4; 3. Archer 12-L 
4 ran. 4, 19. (V Dannal. Bamstapte). Totrc 
£3.80. DF: £1.4a CSF: £2.17. 

580: 1. BALUNDOO (Mr R Amwre) 
U-2; 2. Apschaa Ftoarer 9-2; 3. SteeW 
taridh 11-Z 8 ran. 1D0-30 tor Ccurflry Stwe 
(5th). %, 1. (R Armson, Martxxuna). Tote: 
£450: £1.40. £1.60, £2.00. DF: £19.00. 
CSF; £28.62 Tries® £13083. Tnx £3330 
Itft Grttewnor. 

Ptocepot £84.60. Quadpoh £24.10. 
Place ft £74JL Place S £6537. 
UTTQDCETER 

5-50 L, FRONT COVER (Miss S ' 

5-2 jt-fev; 2. Royal 8t&» : 

Pmadaln 16-1. ID ran. 5-2 ft-tsv fta'a FeL- 
fow. 13. dte. IS POtt). Tola: £4.00; EL BO. 
£3JXX £330. Dfi £343X1 CSP: E35£5. Trw 
£146.70. 

83ft X. BtDTOFT (M A Ftegerald) 11-4; 


2 Mecado 12-1; 3. PteyM Ju&et 4-L 9 
ran. 9-4 tew Worrtenvrh. 7, ha. (S Goftne). 
Tote: £260; £X40, £2.60, £L90. DF: 


£3860. CSF: £33.48. Trtta® £323.79. TiKK 
£69.10. NR: Me^foa UkL 

66ft L, THE kULAKARMA (Mr B Pofot*} 
11-2: 2. Rymlnc Cuptet 12-1: 3. Rusty 
Brtdtfs 9-2 7 ran. 11-10 fov Hotand House. 
7, 17. (Mbs C Sartos). Triec £760; £260, 
£7.10. DF: £68.00. CSF: £55.79. 

WETHERBY 

66K 3. OVSSMAN (Fteriy) 2-ljt-fov; 
2. PoWcel Mandate 25-1: 3. Mr Bnmo 
5DL 7 ran. 2-1 jt-fov AnreafwSai. 15, re® 
U RSGerakO, Triae £290; £L90, £5.40. DP. 
£20 JO. CSF: £3560. 

638: L POUTICALTOWBI ffl Smrey) 4-1: 
l. tester Oddy 2-1 faw 3. Laotanl 9-4. 4 
an. 3. 1V» IR Nhurtl. 7bte:£46a Eft £36ft 
CSF: £3.160. 

70S 1. DIDDV RVMER (Richard Guest) 
10-1; 2. Boston Man 7-t 3. Ittnoax 7-L 
12 tan. 3-1 &v China Wn& 3 : A la IMibS 
Smith). Tote: £15.00; £230. £2.70, £3.00. 
DF: £34.9a CSF: £7835. Tna £7860. 

■John Gosden’s oac-time Clas- 
sic btpe Lord Of Men, wba has not 
raced for nearly 20 months, is on 
his way back to the crack. The 
Sheikh Mohammed-owned four- 
y ear-old began last year as a lead- 
ing famy far the Derby fiut suffered 

a setback and was forced to miss' 

the whole season. ‘'Lord of Men 
has shown good, solid improve- 
ment,” Gosden said. “We hope to 
get a nut into him soon. He is a 
Group One winner so I have put 
him in lhe Eclipse Stakes.” 


¥ THE EVTiEHENHENT 
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0891 261 + 
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sport 


Recalling the pressure Ferguson was under, the probability is tha 


a 1-0 victory at Forest in the third round of the FA Cup saved hi 


A recent iy published book brings 
hypotheses to bear on history. 
\\ hut if this country had not de- 
clared war la majority in the cab- 
inet were opposed) on Germany in 
]yl4.' What if we had lost the 
Battle of Britain 27 years later? 

In a rather less serious conjec- 
tural vein, where would Manches- 
ter United be now if they had acted 
on a campaign launched against 
Alex Ferguson in 1990 by disaf- 
fected supporters? 

Events make it easy for many 
among the Old Trafford faithful to 
forget” that they once wanted rid of 
the" man w ho is now established be- 
yond all reasonable doubt as one 
of the great football managers. 

Confirmation of this, by which 
I mean the disaffection that grew 
up around Ferguson, is contained 


in another recent publication, Unit- 
ed We Stood by a 26-year-old edu- 
cated type, Richard Kurt, who 
apparently gave up a teaching 
career to concentrate on facetious 
appraisal of Manchester United's 
fortunes. 

An elongated fanzine that too 
eager!)' embraces the genre’s dodgy 
enthusiasm for urban xenophobia, 
Kurt’s book carries the following 
reaction to Ferguson's most diffi- 
cult season at Old Tr afford: 

“Winter approached, the nights 
grew darker; United got worse 
and the knives were getting sharp- 
ened. Of course, there were still 
odd moments of iridescence when 
some of the team's donkeys man- 
aged a good game and the team 
showed their potential... these 
were not common sights at the 


time. But what we were getting used 
to was watching United slip slow- 
ly down the toilet as the New Year 
hove into view. Possibly the worst 
was the game against Spurs at 
home; humiliated three-nil, we 
jeered them off the pitch and vent- 
ed our rage at the manager and 
chairman.” 

As those awful football phone- 
in programmes have proved, you 
would not bang a dog on the word 
of a supporter but, to be fair, 
where was the cunning and wisdom 
that Ferguson brought to' bear at 
Aberdeen when breaking the 
Celtic-Rangers duopoly in Scottish 
Football? 

Kurt continues: “The Tergie 
Out' campaign bad begun in 
earnest, seemingly started by a 
bloke in J-$Land who just couldn't 



did the job. Not a win in seven 
games: we failed to beat any of the 
four London sides we faced" in con- 
secutive games: Fergie dropped 
[Mark] Hughes for the Palace 
game and we lost it— that match 
seemed to symbolise the malaise we 


“Now, of course 


were in. Mystifying selection by a 
manager who had bought a load of 
expensive parts for a machine that 
he did not know how to assemble.' 

Looking back now. recalling the 
pressure Ferguson was under - one 
respected entic referred to his ap- 
pointment as an unmitigated dis- 
aster — the probability is that a 1-0 
victory at Nottingham Forest in the 
third round of the FA Cup saved 
him. “The sense of the time was 
that a knock-out by Forest would 
release the Edwards butcher's 
chopper.” Kurt adds. 


KEN JONES 


take anymore and rapidly taken up 
by K-Stand and the rest; banners 
began to appear and ‘Fergie Out' 
hit the top of the terrace hit pa- 
rade... we might as well admit it - 
most of us wanted Alex out 
“If the rest of the stadium need- 
ed further convincing, December 


claims that there was never such a 
possibility, that the Cup run duln t 
save Fergie's career and that the 
board would have stood by nun 
throughout. Pardon us for not 
swallowing that one whole. 

Even when Manchester United 
defeated Crystal Palace in a replay 
of the FA Cup final, doubts about 
Ferguson s till lingered. In common 
with all who had succeeded Matt 


evervone viouslv the championship after al- 
: mmt 25 years. Then came the dis- 


most 25 years. Then came rue ois- 
appointmeni of finishing second tg. . 
Leeds United in 1992. 

Events since then have been y-jg 
timony to Ferguson's percepritm” 

and perseverance. Four. ootof five 
championships since the Premier- 
ship’s inception, two more FA 
victories, the Double twice, _ 

Towards the turn of the year! put 

it forward that the signings Fergu^_ 
A? last summer suggested * * 


tips mu 

room for manoeuvre but a great 
deal more was expected, most ob- 


r caching out for the one great - 
prize that still eludes him? ", t ‘ t 


Henman making 


the right noises 


Tim Henman is confident that 
his elbow is not about to sup- 
plant Cherie Blair's legs as a 
focus for national concern. 

Britain's leading tennis play- 
er. whose spectacular start to the 
year prompted rash talk of a 
home win at Wimbledon, has 
been missing from the tour for 
nearly two months now*, forced 
to the sidelines by an injury that 
has halted his rapid ascent of the 
world rankings. 

However an operation to re- 
move loose pieces of bone from 
Henman's right elbow sit weeks 
ago appears to have been com- 
pletely successful and the 22- 
year-old said yesterday that he 
was relishing a return to tour- 
nament play next week in the 
Italian Open. “It’s been very 
good." Henman said. “Tve been 
playing for just over two weeks 
and now it's 100 per cent. I start- 


Matt Tench on the 

challenge of clay 
for a rehabilitated 
British tennis No 1 


ed off slowly, and was playing 
probably a little bit cautiously. 


probably a fittle bit cautiously. 
But once you break down those 
psychological barriers it's been 
ICO per cent full out. For the first 
10 days I didn't really do any- 
thing. Then I had an opportunity 
to put in alot of time in the gym.” 

Henman suspected that the 
concentration on strength work 
had resulted in him putting on 
a few pounds, though he con- 
tinues to have about as much 
surplus fat as Kate Moss. 

Henman’s rehabilitation has 
been supervised by Tim Newen- 


ham of the Lawn Tennis Asso- 
ciation and has included special 
exercises for his right arm with 
which he intends to persevere. 
“It's a fairly important part of my 
anatomy. 4 said the man who re- 
cently became a millionaire. 

The Italian Open is on clay, 
a surface with which Henman 
is relatively unfamiliar. He 
missed that part of the season 
with a virus last year, and in 1995 
was concentrating on improving 
on hard courts. A natural serve 
and voUeyer, the slowest surface 
would appear not to suit him. 
but Henman remained upbeat 

“I really enjoy it There is def- 
initely an art to constructing ral- 
lies and taking opportunities to 
be aggressive. That is a definite 
game plan for me. I don’t want 
to be staying at the back for 50, 
60 shots’. I’m going to have to 
be the one going forward and 
taking risks.” 

Might he not become frus- 
trated? “It's a challenge. Its frus- 
trating when you hit good shots 
and they keep coming back, but 
thats something you have to 
leant to deal with, to be patient” 

AH the same, Henman’s coach, 
David Felgaie, warned against ex- 


aggerated expectations next 
week, despite the fad that his man 
will be seeded. “TUtell you, a lot 
of playm, who aren't seeded, wfll 
be wanting to draw Urn Hen- 
man,” Felgate said. “He hopes to 
prove them wrong, but they’ll be 
thinking, Tie hasn't played on the 
clay, he's been out injured, clay’s 
not his best surface. If I'm going 
to knock off a seed why don’t I 
start with that one?’ ” 

The pair were gathered at 
Queen's Club in west London as 
the LTA, with a Peter Mandeb 
son-tike flair for publicity, 
marked the start of the British 
tennis season. Most of us were 
unaware that there was such a 
thing, but John Crowther, the 
LTAs chief executive, catching 
the mood of the times, said this 
was the dawn of a new era in 
British tennis. (He even point- 
ed out that Tony Blair was a 
recreational player.) 

Greg Rusedski was also 
there, and he and Henman 
coached dozens of youngsters as 
the UA also launched their Ju- 
nior Aces initiative to encour- 
age those between five and 12 
to take up the game. 

Rusedski's year has almost 
mirrored Henman's: an en- 
couraging start followed by a 
nagging injury, in his case to his 
wrisL He, too, is practising hard 
now and, though by his own es- 
timate only 95 per cent ready, 
would also be playing in Rome. 



Racket face: Tim Henman meets the press at London's Queen’s Club yesterday 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


James’ joy for Welsh Curran shines through gloom 


Cricket round-up 

ADAM SZRETER 


Steve James made an unbeat- 
en 101 ai Headingley yesterday 
as Glamorgan's bright start to 
the season continued at York- 
shire’s expense. 

James put on 86 with Hugh 
Morris (55) and 127 wiLh Adri- 
an Dale (36no) as Glamorgan 
reached 213 for 1 at the close. 

Graeme Hick's hopes of re- 
gaining his England place took 
another knock when he was dis- 
missed for nine against Leices- 
tershire at New Road. Worces- 
tershire finished on 199 for 6. 

David Lawrence was back in 
the wickets after his five-year lay- 
off with a broken knee. He took 
1 for 70 from 15 overs for 
Gloucestershire at Bristol against 
Hampshire, for whom Robin 
Smith made 52 out of 221 for 6. 


Alan Walker produced the 
best figures by a Durham 
bowler on borne soil when be 
took 7 for 56 against Notting- 
hamshire at HartlepooL The vis- 
itors were all out for 170 and 
Durham were 115 for 3. For 
Nottinghamshire Chris Tolley 
made a 59-ball half-century. 


HENRY BLOFELD 


reports from Northampton 
Northamptonshire 126-4 
v Somerset 


At Northampton only 32 
rers were possible, the hosts 


overs were possible, the hosts 
reaching 126 for 4 against Som- 
erset with Kevin Curran un- 
beaten on 65. And there was no 
play at all at Derby where Sur- 
rey are the visitors. 

Nick Knight played his first 
game since breaking a finger in 
New Zealand, captaining War- 
wickshire for the first time 
against Oxford University, who 
were dismissed for 129 at The 
Parks. Another Warwickshire 
batsman, Cambridge University 
captain Anurag Singh, made 
134 against Essex at Fenner's. 


The seasons were in conflict at 
the County Ground. In the 
morning, for 22 overs, Kevin 
Curran produced an array of 
strokes which would have done 
justice to a midsummer's day. 
Before a start could be made 
again after lunch, a mixture of 
snow, sleet and hail had covered 
the ground with a white blanket 
with a temperature to match. 

Another storm followed al- 
though the covers came off in 
the hope of some cricket after 
tea. By then the blackest clouds 
of the day were building up in 
the south-west and they soon 
dashed all hopes. 

The play we had was ab- 


sorbing. After winning the loss. 
Northamptonshire lost both 
openers to Kevin Shine whose 
opening spell contained a bit of 
everything. Mai Loye set off by 
pulling him for four, but in his 
second over Richard Mont- 
gomerie played back with his 
back away from his body and 
was caught at second slip. 

In Shine's fifth over, Rob 
Bailey tried to run him down to 
third man off the back foot and 
was caught behind. This brought 
in Curran who hooked his first 
ball to square leg for four and 
had taken his score to 12 by the 
end of the over. He threw his bat 
at anything at all loose. A slash- 
ing drive over cover off Shine 
was followed bya leg glance and 
a lofted off-drive against Gra- 
ham Rose and a square cut and 
a thick edge produced fours in 
Rose’s next over. 

Andv Caddick, who had 


bowled well if a uifle short in 
his first spell without any luck, 
now came on the Pavilion End. 
In his second over, Loye drove 
and was caught, chest’ high, at 
first slip. This did not deter Cur- 
ran who distributed his favours 
equally between Caddick. Rose 
and then Mushtaq Ahmed and 
at lunch had scored 65 in SO balls 
with 10 boisterous fours. 

■ Warwickshire are confident 
that their captain. Tun Munton, 
will be playing again, in July af- 
ter a successful back operation. 
Munton, who underwent surgery 
on Tuesday night to remove 
particles from a worn disc, could 
be bowling again within two 
months. The latest injury is in the 
area where the former England 
seamer had prolapsed disc 
surgery two years ago. Munton 
has not played in a competitive 
match in his first season as suc- 
cessor to Dermot Reeve. 


Two horses power 
Law’s campaign 


Equestrianism 

GENEVIEVE MURPHY 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


Britannic Assurance 
County Championship 


Hna day of tour 


Derbyshire v Surrey 

DERBY: No play (rain). Today: U_ 0 . 


Durham v Nottinghamshire 
HARTLEPOOL: Durham (4pts), with *oven 
fira-ionlitgs wickets standing, trad Not- 
ttngham sft iro JO) by 65 nuts.' Today: ti n . 
NotBnghamsnire won loss 
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE — First Intaes 

P R Pollard low 6 waw» 38 

R T Hot) inter c Lewis b Wafcer 15 

G f Archer c b WtfKer 6 

M P Dowman c Colingwood o Foster ,.,.ig 

*P joimson b WaH*r io 

C M Talley c Spegtt o Weifcar 54 

tW M Noon tbw a Brown II 

K P Erare. <. hilieen b walker 0 

R T Bates tow b Walker O 

M N Bowen low b Brown .. .. A 

P J Franks not out 0 

Extras (ID13 w 6 ntvti .23 

Total (4S oven} 170 

F«t 1-46 2-5 2 M3 4-85 5-99 6-350 7-151 
8-151 9-166. 

BowOiig: Biown 19-5-61-2; Killeen 6-3-8 -O; 
Walker 17-5-56-7: Foster 643-32-1: Bating 
1 - 1 -O-O. 


DURHAM - First Innings 

J J B Lewis Ibw b Bowen ... ...26 

P D CotimgNOod b Franks ...6 

J E Moms c Robinson b To*ey 2? 

N J Speak not out 20 

*D C Boon not out — J20 

Extras (ib 6 w4 nbffl •• JL 6 

Total (ter 3. 41 oven) 115 

Fait 1-18 2-66 3-70. 

To bat tM P Speight. M j Foster. 1 Boiling. 
N Killeen, S J E Brawn, A Walker. 

Bowflng (to date): Evans 13-3- 29-0; Franks &- 
1-26-1: Bowen 12-430-1; Totey S-2-24-1, 
Umpires: R Julian and J F Steele. 


To tab J P Hewitt. R L Johnson. ARC Fias- 
er, P C ft Tufnell. 

Bowlin* (to Arte): JaMs 26-4-61-1; Drakes 
6-1-21-0: Robinson 21-5-50-1; Newel 9-2- 
35-1: Khan 17-1-71-1; Green Iteid 1-0-15- 
0; ftttiey 6-0-17-0; Pence 7-0-22-0; Rao 
5-1-14-3- 

SUSSBb M T E Pence. K GraenMd. N R Tay- 
lor, C W J Athey, K Newel, R K Rao, TP 
Moores, v C Crakes. P W Jams. M A Robin- 
son. A A Khan. 

Umpires: V A Holder end J H Hampshire. 


Bowing (to data): Mtins 18-6-52-2; Mul- 
I ally 19-2-60-2; Brtmson 3-4-20-0; Johnson 
13-3-31-2: WfeBs 6-3-10-0: Dakin 6 - 1-8-0: 
MatkJy 1-0-50. 

LEICESTERSHIRE: D L Maddy, I J Sutdrffe, 
G / Macntfbn, *VJ Weis. A Hattft. NC John- 
son, tP A Noon, D J Mums i M Dakin. A D 
MuBaJIy. M T Bnmson. 

Umpires: J W Holder and K E Palmer. 


Fat 1-41 2-65 3-W74-177 5-17T 6-177 
7-179 8-268 9285. 


DM not bat: E How. 


JOIN NOW FROM 
JUST £40 



aad ask for mdenston BtTl 
Immediate sorer available. 


doves v Hampshire 

OBSrOL- Hampshire (Ttfj ham scored 221 
ter 8 bi thMr fkst Irntege v OoueesteraUre 
(9. Today: 1U0. 

Hampshire won toss 
HAMPSHIRE- First Innings 

M L Hayden Ibw b Smith ....„ .23 

J S L 0 JW c Hancock b Lawrence _....._19 

•J P Stephenson c Russell b Smth 19 

R A Smith tw b Toung 52 

M Keeeh c Russell b Hancock , 46 

W S Kenoal not out aa 

TA N Aymes tow b Smith _.a 

S D Lwal not out ia 

Extras Ifc2 w2 nMl a 

Total (ter 6, 81 nuwwrt— g23 

Fafl: 1-41 2-63 3-64 4-147 5-169 6-195. 
To tab A □ Mascarenhas, c A Connor. S J 

Renshaw. 

Bowling (to data): Smith 21-7-42-3; Law- 
rence 15-1-70-1; YOuna 17-9.25-1; Ball 11 - 
5-20-0: /Wayne 9-3-320: Harwx* S-2-30-L 
OIXIUtSSTERSHIRE: A J Wright. N J Trem- 
or. R J CunWfe, M a Lynch, *M w Aleyne, S 
Vourg. fR C Russel. T H C Hancock. M C J 
Bell, D V Lawrence. A M Smith. 

Umpire*: G I Burgess and R a White. 


Northants v Somerset 

NORTHAMPTON: Narthampunatita (Opts) 
Have scored 128 ter 4 In their that tunings 
v Somerset (D. Today: 13.0. 
NorthempaonshftE won toss 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE - First innings 
R R Montgomery c Trescothfck b Shine ..XI 

M B Loye c Bowler b Caddick ... IS 

*R J Bailey c Turner b Shine JB 

K M Curran not out . — ...... 65 

A L Penbenny b CaddJck 19 

0 J Caetf not out — 7 

Extras (0)4 nb5) — 

Total (Tor 4, 32 overs). — .128 

FaO: l-ll 2-25 3-64 4-116. 

To bat J N Shape, tD Ripley, J PT^jlor, $ 
A J Boswell. Mohammad Atom. 

Bowling (to date): Caddick 33-3-43-2; 
Shine 7-2-29-2; to» 8-3-29-0: Mushtaq 
Ahmed 4-1-21-0. 

SOMERSET: M N Lathwel. M Bums. *P D 
Bonier. M E TrescoOVCK. P C L HoBcwvoy. f R 
J Tixrrer.GD Rosa, JID Kerr. Musffaq Ahmed. 
A R CattSdk. Kj Shine. 

Umpires: T E Jesty and B J Meyer. 


Yorkshire v Glamorgan 

KEADMGLEtt Otamorgta (Ipt) have scored 
213 for 1 in their flrst Innkiga y Yorkshire 
(0). Today: 110. 

Glamorgan umn toss 
GLAMORGAN - First tartfnge 

S P James not out.... — ...... — 101 

H Moms c Biakey b Silwwood -55 

A Dale riot out ... — -.36 

Extras 164 Ib7 w2 nb8) .21 

Total (for 1, 68 avers) : 213 

Ealfc 1 - 86 . 

To tat: *M P Mmnaid, P A Corny. G P Butch- 
er. fA 0 Shaw. RDBCroft. Waqar YowtS. S 
LWathn, S □ Thomas. 

Bowflng: Goutfi 10-5-25-0: Sherwood 13- 
3-44-1; Hamilton 13-2-49-0: White 9-0-34- 
0: Stomp 15-2-35-0: Vaughan 4-2-6 -O; 
McGrath 2-O-9-0. 

YORKSHIRE: M P Vaughan. A McGratn. *D 
Bvbs, 0 S Lehmann. B Parker, C White, tR J 
Biafcey, D Gou0i, 0 M Hamilton, CEWSU- 
verwood. R D Stomp. 

Umpires: B Leaobeater and D R Shepherd. 


Bowflng; Law 19-1-33-5: Andrew 17-2-76- 
0: Such 28-12-41-2; Grayson 13-7-33-1; Wil- 
son 4.3-0-36-1. 

ESSEX -First limtags 

-P J Prichard not out - 8 

D D J Robinson not out —.11 

Extras (Ibl w2j - 3 

Total (ter 0, S overs) 22 

To bat: D R Law. S D Peters, A J E Htoben. 
A P Qayson. tB J Hyem. D G Wilson. G R Nao- 
er, SJW Andrew. P M Soeti. 


Leslie Law and New Flavour, 
whose joint owners include Se- 
bastian Coe. are ready for their 
second run in the Mitsubishi 
Motors Badminton Three-Day 
Event, which begins today in 
Gloucestershire. 

Last year the partnership fin- 
ished fourth and best of the 
British. Selected for the Olympic 
Games, Law had to withdraw at 
the 1 1th hour because the horse 
had bruised a foot 

New Flavour, Law’s second 
mount, will perform the dres- 
sage tomorrow afternoon. He 
has a wonderful temperament 
and is unlikely to wony about 
the electric atmosphere where- 
as Caprtano, with whom Law will 
be first into the dressage arena 
this morning, can spoil all the 
good work he has done at home 
by becoming overwrought 
’ Only one other - the British 
Olympic rider Ian Stark - will 
be allowed to ride two horses. 
He will be last of the 80 to go 
on his Olympic mount, Stanwick 
Ghost, and second to start this 
morning, with the New 


Zealand-bred Arakai.who is by 
Ring the Bell, also the sire of 
this year's Grand National win- 
ner, Lord Gyliene. 

Karen Drron bad intended to 
ride two horses until her 17- 
year-old warrior. Get Smart, was 
withdrawn yesterday. She now 
relies solely on her 1996 
Olympic partner, Too Smart. 

Mary King and Star Appeal, 
the winners at Burghley last 
year, will be well fancied to gain 
"the first British victory since 
Ginny Leng (now Eliott) won 
in 1993. 

However, the overseas riders, 
especially the New Zealanders, 
will again be formidable. 

Blyth Tail, the Olympic 
champion, looks particularly 
threatening, with the reliable 
and consistent Chesterfield, the 
first horse to tackle the Olympic 
team course last year - when he 
made it look so easy. 

Other strong contenders in- 
clude three more Kiwis - the 
world champion, Vaughn Jef- 
feris, Mark Todd and Andrew 
Nicholson - plus Bruce David- 
son from the United States 
and Lucy Thompson, the Eu- 
ropean champion who rides 
for Ireland. 


BowUng (to date): p S Jones 343-13 -Q; How 
2-0-80. 


Umpires: B Dudiesten and M K Reed. 


Oxford Unlv v Warwickshire 


Other first-class matches 

Fira day of three 


Middlesex v Sussex 
LOOTS: Mkfcfle&ex (3pts) have scored 337 
for 5 In their first Innings v Sussex ( 2 ). To- 
day- liO- 
Susaarwon mss 
MIDDLESEX - First listings 

p N Vfe&ias bw b Jaws „..7 

J H Kailifi c Sub b NevwH 

M ft Rampratoah e Moores b Rao .'J.45 

*M W Gating b hjian „...23 

J C Pootey b Rotoeon 30 

tKRBnjwn noioui 72 

P E Wbnru£ not out _.4 

Extras ibStoS we nay] 25 

Total (ter B. M o*era)_ —337 

Falfc 1-24 2-53 3-96 4- 185 5-321, 


Worcester v Leicestershire 
WORCESIEK Worcestershire (Opts] have 
•cored 199 for 6 In their that faintnes v 
Leicestershire (2). Today; U.O. 
MvcestsisMre won toss 
WORCESTERSHIRE- First flmlngfl 

T S Gums Kw b Minns — .4 

W PC Wbston c Mfflns 0 Muftdiy -.11 

G A Htt* tow b Mlflns _9 

K R Soinna c Maddy b Johnson —65 

*T M Moody c Nixon b Johnson —...a 

V S Satanic c Brimaon o Mu/tsBy J4 

G R Haynes not out ................ A6 

tSJ Rhodes not out 37 

Extras (b6 ID7 w4 ndffi 35 

Total (ter 6. 71 oven) --—198 

Fail: 1-4 2-22 3-36 4-60 5-109 6-131- 
T« bat p j Newooa a Shenje/. R j Chap- 
man. 


Cambridge Unlv v Essex 


by 2S3 run. Today: 1130. 

Cambridge Unhenslcy won lass 
CAMBRIDGE UWVERSITY- First Innings 

J Rattedge c Pnehart b Stidi 12 

ETSmnti b Law 72 


THE PARKS: Oxford Untveratty were rfe- 
mtssed for 129 In their test Inrringsv War- 
wickshire. Today: 11-30. 

Oxffxd Urvwsfty won toss 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY - First Innings 

R D Hudson b Welch — ..5 

*M A Wagh c Ostter b WOW! 4 

C G R UjJnJool b Welch 8 

B W B*ne uw b Brown 17 

J A G FuRor st Frost b Giles 13 

P 0 Morgan Ibw b Brown - 4 

C Patel c hamo n Giles — 

tA P Sara lew b Edmond - 1 

LG Buchanan c Rost b Edmond 1 

J M M Averts not out - 30 

CMBMatwcSwubWadr 

Extras fb 6 Ib5 w 6 nbS) 23 

Total (49L3 overs) 129 


Mulholland pays for 
the failure of Paris 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADRELD 


QHugWGCHIWMrtbSllCtl £ 

A Slngn 0 Wilson „.„..._13d 

W J House c Hitmen b Law 5 

R 0 Jones Ibw b law .0 

M W Dawson c HttJbett b Law .0 

D R H enurton Ibw b Law ,0 

P S Jones c PfiWS b Grayson — .38 

J W Freeth not oui ..0 

Extras ilo 6 nbl2> 18 

Total (ter 9, 803 WM) —285 


Fait 1-5 2-19 3-22 4-51 5-61 6-62 7-66 
B-70 9-92. 


Bowflng: Welch 10 J - 0 - 33 - 4 , Brown 8 - 4 - 9 - 
2; Giles 21-3-44-2; EdmonO 9-2-26-2; Khan 
11-0-0. 


WARWICKSHIRE: "N V Knight, W G Khan, D 
L Hemp. DP Ostler, mj Powell, D R Own, 
G Weteti. tT Frost. N M K Smith. A F Giles. 
MD Edmond. 


Umpires: a g t Whitehead and P witey. 


Paris St-Germain have sacked 
their coach, Peter Mulholland, 
after only one Super League win 
so far this season. Mulholland, 
the Australian who was brought 
in to revitalise the Paris side, has 
been told by the Rugby League's 
chief executive and Paris board 
member, Maurice Lindsay, that 
he is no longer wanted. 

“Fm very disappointed.” Mul- 
holland said. “7 don't know what 
T m going to do now, but, if I'm 
going to be sacked, this is a great 
place to be sacked,” he said. 

Two other coaches who have 
recently lost their jobs - John 
Monic at Auckland and Andy 
Goodway ax Oldham - have 


been mentioned as possible 
successors. In the short term, 
the dub captain, David O’Don- 
nell will take charge of train- 
ing and will select the side to 
play Castleford on Sunday. 

Half the 12 Super League 
coaches have now been re- 
placed, within three months of 
the start of the season. 

The former Wigan and 
Great Britain player, Phil 
Clarke - back in England for 
tests on the neck injury that 
ended his playing career with 
Sydney City Roosters last year 
- has denied trying to oust 
Wigan’s chairman. Jack Robin- 
son. “But if there was a chan*, 
ing of the guard and there was 
any way I could help Wigan, 
then 1 would Feel honoured to 
do so,” he said. 
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Scot ainfg 
for cold : 


comfort 


Jj!-. ".'i 


in Thame 


Golf 

ANDY FARRELL 


News that snow has lyebn'^j 
sweeping the country is nosaiV^-' 
prise to those with access trilhe 
European Tour schedule.' fThe^' 


Tour reaches these shored Tor ' 
the first time today, which has^/ 
had players reaching for- the' V'-' 
thermal underwear and wadlfr 


hats that were packed neatly ; 
away after the DunhilJ Cup ar * '' 

St Andrews. 

The Benson and Hedges ln : ;[ , ; - ; 
temationaJ, in its 27th year, ft - 
the longest running sponsored^' V ^ 
event on the tour. although^'V 
the new Government may ftaVe : 1 
something to say about tobac-"-' . 
co sponsorship, and used ftrfie'v*' - 
held in the summer at Fulfar<fc|V’ ; 
Then it moved to St MelticnTnr' ‘ 
May and its switch last year to 
The Oxfordshire did nothing to 
raise the temperature. .*« 2;^ 

Winds of Siberian origrrft *- 
roared through Thame, and • 
what they lacked in bitterness^, , ' 
on the final day was made up in’. ^ . ' 
pure velocity. Colin Mpnh- 
goraerie, who left in such a hur- J 
ry he was still wearing his spifces 
as he dodged the speed cameras’-' 1 ] •' 
on the M40, shot 84, Ian Wb6s- nr -' ’ 
nam 82, Nick Faldo SO andT ,: ' 
Bernhard Langer a 79. All.bui’ 1 ' ' • 
Faldo returned to the scene' 

Stephen Ames's victoiy 'an'd' -' ( 
got hailed on during the prtvafq : : 
for their trouble, " ' 

Montgomerie, whose " L-fS -*’/' 
Masters campaign dissciK'fcd’-' 
with dosing rounds of 74 arid fit. “ ; 
is intent on gaining his first Win 
of the year in the next Tolar ? 
weeks before heading back fo"-'. r> 'C T 
the States for the US Openr **■ . 

“I didn't dwell on the Mas- : 
ters,” he said. “There is noth'- 
ing wrong with my golf. You' 1 ‘ 
have bad days, just as I did here;. :i " 
last year. There’s a few that have- n 
got away. I won’t be happy If 'F'"'; 
don’t win in the next fotur 1 -*.’- 
weeks." ’■ 

Despite reports to the con- 
traiy, Europe's No 1 win not'e'^' 
pand his American schedule";;: 
next year. “I feel comfortable;^"-" '' 
with the position I hold here"/ 3 
Montgomerie said. **Ifyofr are 
No 1 in one country, it is soine^ : '. " n " 
times difficult to go somewhefifc * 
else. Winning here is sligHt^' 1 / 1 ' 1 
easier than in the States.” ' % 

If proof were needed^3gtg£j^ 
Scot’s record is 12 wins at brirffe" - 
and none in America. 
has brought home the“'tjfe“ : ^ 
Tour’s work ethic of prac^togi^cS 
chipping and putting. ‘ 

“We arc better ball-sirikBrs, . 
but where they outscore us in. , . 
the ability to get up and go 
anywhere. It is more of an^eY- 1 .' 7 "' C 
fort here in the cold than iir 1 ^ 
Florida with the sun on Vriur’ >> "i 
back," he added. 

Uke Longer, who won for lfie' T -' ,J 
first time on the Tour 
long putter in Italy at the weelc-; r - 
end, Spain’s Seve Ballesteros Sr-’. ' 
rived buoyed by haying firiafly' 1 ^ ^ 
completed a 72-hole toiirna ‘■'rl 
ment and was contemplating ' 
what golf can do about v 

Woods. 

“I would not change' .ffre* 
courses, Td change the baftr ,v '" 
Ballesteros said. “Fd 
bigger. It would not go sd’Sar'V “• 
and it would be easieribr 
to find it in the rough." Thea'iJd^- f * . 
smiled, shrugged and addedc^v;.L< 
‘And for me, too.” - -.-r - 






The 3nTbLtf7t vr? /Australian | ‘ ' ^ 
dollars. [£l.2bnj 

ganiso^fr)e,^*iey;20|e®te-, 
Ofymplcssay the<3emes v 1 hlT'| 
c»sl‘ateorti^fotI^'TeviSaf|' :i rC'' 
budgetyB^erd^c Aprpat5f|i>V . 
Ausn 42i7^r-f£26.2rpK^f:^ 
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Ravanelli 
’ may make 
swift return 
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Football - 

Fabriao Ravanelli may return 

IS 52?°“ 1 this *o help 

Middlesbrough's fight for Pre- 
miership survival. 

Tlye Italian was tarried off on 
a stretcher during his sides 
draw with Manchester United 
. d Trafford on Monday 
and it was thought the injury was 
a torn hamstring which would 
have ruled him out for the rest 
of the season - including the FA 
Cup final against Chelsea. 

^ A hospital scan has revealed 
the i&sgji/ was not as serious as 
expected and Ravanelli, who has 
scored 31 goals so far this sea- 
son, will miss the match at 
Blackburn tonight but could be 
back in action against Leeds at 
Ell and Road on Sunday. 

Bryan Robson, the Middles- 
brough manager, said: “I am re- 
lieved n^can showed no tear. 
Ravanelli wrenched his back 
somehow and got spasms down 
his leg. He has a chance of play- 
ing in our final League game.” 

Tonight, the instinct for sur- 
vival wfl] take over from the hype 
surrqupding the delayed visit to 
Ewood'Park. Boro had three 
point^deducted for failing to ful- 
fil the, figure in December when 
they 'unilaterally called off the 
gam$.qi 24 hours’ notice when 
the squad was hit by injuries, Al- 
ness and suspension. r 

Noyv, in the final week of the 
season, "ihe Teessiders find 
themselves on the brink of rel- 
egation four points adrift of 
fourt h-bottom Sunderland and 
seeding to win at both Black- 
burn and Leeds to ensure Pre- 
Tnierafiip safety. 

Over the same period, Black- 
burn, have climbed off the foot 
of the fable under Tony Parkes, 
their cpiptaker manager, but de- 


spite just seven defeats in 26 
League matches since Ray Har- 
ford resigned. Ravers also need 
three points to make sure that 
they are not facing the drop 
themselves when they entertain 
Leicester on Sunday. 

“The game is loo important 
for both dubs to lei what hap- 
pened last December affect 
their thinking,” Robson said. 
“After the euphoria of our last 
two games. I have to make 
sure mynlaycrs are up for this 
game. They have to dig deep. 

“Our point at Old Thifford. 
where the atmosphere was elec- 
tric. has put us within striking dis- 
tance of safety. Our destiny is in 
our own hands. If we win our last 
two games we arc safe. 1 have felt 
aA along nothing would be de- 
cided until the last day." 

Parkes said: “There's no ex- 
tra edge to the game over what 
happened a few months ago. 
Any edge that might be there 
wAl only be so because we both 
need some points, and it would 
be the same if we were playing 
anybody else. There's certainly 
no bad blood between us, but it’s 
going to be a fearful battle just 
because of the drcumstances.” 

Both teams have problems up 
from, with Chris Sutton and Per 
Pedersen both doubtful for 
Rovers with hamstring strains. 
That could mean Graham Fen- 
ton, who has yet to score a Pre- 
miership goal this season, could 
partner Kevin Gallacher. 

Boro may be without Ra- 
vanelli, but Mikkel Bede makes 
a return after recovering from 
flu. They will also have Gary 
\tolsh back in the squad fol- 
lowing a cartilage operation, the 
former Manchester United 
goalkeeper being a welcome re- 
cruit with Elen Roberts bat- 
tling an elbow problem and 
Mack Schwarzer out injured 
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Colin McRae, in his Subaru Impreza, is cheered on to a dramatic victory during the final stage of the Tour of Corsica rally yesterday 


P&arce set to resign 


urprise 


'■ ‘i Lli 


benefit 


Sag? 


CATHERINE RILEY AND 
ALAN'NPCQN 

Stuart Pearce is set to resign as 
manager of relegated Notting- 
ham {forest today after just five 
months, .in charge and hand 
overjo Daye Bassett. 

However, the indications are 
that J-foarce will again focus 
purely on his playing career and 
gjvs the task of trying to get Bar- 
est bade into the Premiership to 
the experienced Bassett, who 
moved jo the City Ground as 
genera) manager from Crystal 

^Palace. 

* SlavenBAicwill leave Lepton 
Park to.sign for Everton for 
£4-5rn; npxt week. West Ham’s 
Croatian centre-back is due on 
Merseyside to finalise the move 
on Tuesday. Everton had tried 
to sign Bflic before the transfer 
deadline, but the defender 
chose to stay and help West 
Ham .avoid relegation. 

' Pajul.Gascoigne has received 
a three-match suspension which 
wAl pujjjim out of action for the 
first tfiree domestic matches of 
next season after exceeding the 
penalty, points limit. 

Gascoigne’s latest suspen- 
sion comes after he played just 
45 minutes as a substitute in 


Havtly to defend 
European crown 

Boxing 

Bfflylfeardy, quickly knocked 
; out by.Naseem Hamed on Sat- 
urday; 'must defend his Euro- 
pean featherweight title against 
Medbi Labdouiu, of France, the 
man .ftte beat to win It, by early 

wiD challenge for 
his former World Boxing Or- 
g anisation heavyweight title he 

bdd for a year from March 1994 
agamy. America’s Tony Tbcker 
in Norwich on 2S June. , 
Joe Bngner, 47, will defend 
hs Fan. Asian Boxing Assoaa- 
tfon title against the Frji&fi 
dtawpion, WaisQo Ligaloa, in 
Australia on 2S May- 


Rangers* 2-0 defeat by Moth- 
erweU at Ibrox on Monday, yet 
still managed to collect s cau- 
tion for “adopting ah aggressive 
approach” after being fouled.- 

Ian Wight, the Arsenal strik- 
er, is in trouble yet again with 
the Football Association. Only 
last week he was charged with 
misconduct for comments made 
to the referee Mike Riley at the 
end of the Gunners’ 1-1 draw 
with Blackburn on 19 April 

Wright has now been cited for 
incidents during the 1-1 draw at 
Coventry two days later. The FA 
have acted following complaints 
that the striker made derisive 
gestures to home fans after 
converting a first-half penalty. 
Wright is also accused of barg- 
ing into a Coventry steward at 
the end of the match. 

Joe Kinnear is resigned to los- 
ing midfielder Oyvind Leon- 
ti ardsen. The Wimbledon 
manager, apparently certain to 
Jose \firmie Jones in the summer, 
has tried hard to persuade the 
Norwegian to stay with the Dons. 

“WeVe offered him the best 
deal we could, but he’s turned i 
it down,” Kinnear said of the 
£ 4 . 5 m -rated man rumoured to 
have been targeted by Fiorenti- 
na as well as leading Premier- 
ship clubs. 


Cohn McRae yesterday look 
every conceivable risk to beat 
the Spaniard Carlos Sainz and 
win the Tour of Corsica rally. 
The 1995 world champion, who 
had started the final day in 
fourth position. 22 seconds be- 
hind the Spaniard's Ford Escort, 
set the best time in three of the 
last six limed stages for a bril- 
liant victory in his Subaru Im- 
preza. 

Before the final section, just 
over 34 kilometres from Stfllc- 
tione to Marati, in the moun- 


McRae throws risk factor aside 


tains south of Ajaccio, McRae 
was seven seconds behind Sainz 
in second place. His aggressive 
driving on wet asphalt gained 15 
seconds on his rival in the final 
stretch alone. 

“I would have preferred dry 
conditions because we didn't do 
much testing with the rain tyres 
but it was OK,” McRae said. “1 


didn't have much choice any- 
way. My only option was to at- 
tack.” 

Sainz had to settle for second 
overall eight seconds behind, 
while Gflles Panizzi, of France, 
came third, a further 30 seconds 
back in his Peugeot 306. There 
was di sap pointment for Parrizzi's 
team-mate Francois Delecour, 


who shared the lead with Sainz 
overnight. Hampered by . a 
wrong choice of fires and dutch 
problems, Delecour lost ground 
to end up fourth, 55 seconds be- 
hind the leader. 

McRae, who had been look- 
ing for a win since taking the Sa- 
fari Rally in Kenya in March, 
retained second place in the 


world championship but is now 
only two points behind the 
leader, Tbrami Makinen of Fin- 
land. Makuien, the world cham- 
pions, withdrew from the rally 
when his Mitsubishi Lancer bit 
a cow on Tuesday. 

McRae's victory made up 
for a frustrating run in last 
month’s Catalunya Rally, where 


Photograph: Reuter 

he was fighting for the lead 
when a puncture forced him to 
drop to fourth place. 

This year's Tour of Corsica, 
made tricky by occasional 
downpours, was marked by an- 
otlier fine performance from the 
lightweight, two-wheel drive 
Peugeots, which matched the 
massive four-wheel drive cars. 
Panizzi was in the lead after the 
first day on Monday and, on 
Tuesday, Delecour and Panina 
were joint first and third re- 
spectively. 


Mitchell keeps faith with Erskine as Sale prepare for big day 


Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWETT 


John Mitchell reinforced his 
reputation as an orthodox, no- 
nonsense New Zealand hard 
nut yesterday as he put his Sale 
side through its paces in advance 
of Saturday's PUkmgton Cup fi- 


nal against Leicester at Twick- 
enham. He was prepared to 
give Dave Erskine the benefit of 
the doubt as the Ulster man de- 
layed an operation to straight- 
en his broken nose until after the 
big day, but John Fowler’s flir- 
tation with a faith healer sound- 
ed too much like raumbo-jurobo 
to the man from Whflcalo. 


Mitchell did not even con- 
sider the 11th hour claims of his 
England A lock, despite 
Fowler's new-found belief in the 
miraculous; on Saturday, Er- 
skine will again deputise in the 
engine room alongside Dave 
Baldwin with Mitchell himself 
filling in for the injured Char- 
lie Vyvyan at No 8. Fbwler is 


now hoping to overcome his se- 
rious knee ligament condition 
in time for England’s tour to Ar- 
gentina later this month. 

The only newcomer to the 
side that drew a brutal league 
match with the Tigers last week- 
end is NeQ Ashuist who plays at 
blind-ride flanker, “lo lose both 
Fowler and Vyvyan is absolute- 


ly devastating because it leaves 
us at the veiy limit of our 
strength in depth,” Mitchell said. 
“Having said that, Neil possess- 
es the experience to deliver a big 
game on the big occasion.” 

SALE (v iifcittr, IMdwtom, Sat i nteyE j 
Mettndor trap}: D Ree». J Baenctel. A Irtadfcy. T 
Bo«?SMarrfc.DMonKPHfrEEniey.Stai*md. 
ASntfv 0 Blame. D B*Ml N ASMS. J MttMt. 
0 Otiady. Retracement*: C vans, i 0Tte%. W 
Drmr. L Henson. S Ftocher, A Moms. 


■ The lock Martin Bayfield 
withdrew from the England tour 
to Argentina yesterday with a re- 
currence of his groin injury. 

■ Next season's European Con- 
ference wiH rise from eight clubs 
to 32, with 16 from France, eight 
from England, four from Wales 
and one each from Ireland, Italy, 
Romania and Scotland. 


Pippen’s three-pointer pips Hawks as Chicago continue their run 


Basketball 


Scottie Pippen scored 29 points, 
including a three-pointer that 
decided the match with 47 sec- 
onds left, to lift the defending 
NBA champions, the Chicago 
Bulls, to a 100-97 victory over 
the Atlanta Hawks in the open- 
ing encounter of the Eastern 
Conference semi-final series 
on Ibesday. . 

The Bulls overcame a. 14- 
point deficit, the ejection of 


Dennis Rodman and a distinct 
lack of offensive threat from 
Michael Jordan in the final 
quarter to remain unbeaten in 
the play-offs. 

Jordan scored 20 of his 34 
points in the pivotal third quar- 
ter as the Bulls battled back 
from a 50-39 half-time deficit, 
but just one point in the fourth 
quarter. 

Rodman was ejected - for the 
second time in four play-off 
games -with 5min 5sec7Ieftin 
the third quarter for slapping 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Baseball 

AMERICAN LEAGUE: Kansas City-? Boston 
2: Ctevetsnd 5 Texas 4j BaUmora 8 Ananefcn 
4; New Ya*Yfcrt«K 7 Minnesota 2: Toron- 
to 2 Detroa 1 flO (rmfrigy; Senate 7 CWca- 
WhaeSox 8; Oettand 6 M U waoh o e 5- ' 




WORLD CtvUfi*IUNSfnTC> BHMS9I 

CKebWd): Russia 1 United States ; 
Republic 5 Canada 3. (tempera): 
Germany 0. 

Pools dMdeods 


umi same mne. 


the Hawks centre Dikembe 
Mutombo in the face. 

“It just didn’t seem tike things 
were going to go our way, but 
third quarter we fought haid de- 
ni the bail game and it was a 
dogfight from that point in,” 
Jordan said. 

Mookie Blaylock bad 31 
points and 12 rebounds for the 
Hawks, Who were coming off a 
tough five-game series with the 
Detroit Pistons. But he com- 
mitted two key turnovers and 


ramus. 

The world No 1, Martina Hinds, has 
pufcd Out of The German Open In Bertn 
next week. An operation on the Swiss 
player's knee could also force her out 
of the French Open, starting on 26 May. 


missed a three-pointer in the 
last two minutes as Atlanta 
failed to execute* down the 
stretch, going scoreless for the 
final 3 mm (msec. 

Pippen’s three-pointer, his 
sixth of the game, came after a 
back-court violation by Atlanta 
and broke a 97-97 tie. Chicago’s 
Luc Longley missed two free 
throws with 33 seconds left, 
keeping the Hawks within one 
basket But Blaylock stepped on 
the sideline as he received an in- 
bounds pass for a costly 


turnover. “The call on Mookie 
out of bounds wasn’t a veiy 
good one,” complained the 
Hawks coach, Lenny WAkens. 
“He was clearly bumped by 
Jordan.” 

After Jordan, amazingly, 
missed a lay-up, the Hawks 
had one last chance with 3.4 sec- 
onds left, but Blaylock’s three- 
point attempt from the corner 
was long. Ron Harper scored 11 
points and Jordan grabbed 11 
rebounds for the Bulls. Steve 
Smith chipped in 19 points and 


Tyrone Corbin added 14 for At- 
lanta. 

A Jordan dunk gave Chica- 
go its first lead at 69-67 with 
lmin 43sec left in the third quar- 
ter. Three more baskets by Jor- 
dan extended the lead to seven 
points entering the fourth quar- 
ter as the Bulls outscored At- 
lanta 38-20 in the third quarter. 

Chicago, who were coming 
off a lengthy lay-off after sweep- 
ing the Washington Bullets in 
the first round, host the second 
game tonight 


Basketball 

Lass than one week alter the end of the 
BudwefeerLaegue season, LeteeaerRM- 
eis have sl0ied the 6ft llln American 
James Havrito for the new campaign 
beginning in Septembec Last season 
Havrflla piajed In China. 

Rk^mxxiJa»iareha«««rT^i^wWi 

AshJeyLawat; tosRlchmontiii&ydub 
ownec in a bid » become a tesdne force 
in the Budweiser League. Joei Moore, 
the fomer Great Britain captain and gm- 
era! manager of the Jasars, said: -We 
-will benefit hugely from linking with the 
tugby dub, WaVe got a vision for the. 
jaguars that ultimately means pteyfog 
in the proposed European Basketball 




VERNONS: Trabla chance: 23pta 
£42,336.50. 22 E32&65. 21 £67.15. Bo- 
par shots: £3225, Premier 30 £3£L35. 
BmnwroTraMa chance: 22pts £287.27, 
21 £6.00. 20 £O.BO. Four Am £31.94. 
Rve sways £66-92- EJfM Homos £35-36. 
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The return of Tim Henman 

Matt Tench on the challenge of clay for 
Britain’s No 1 tennis player, page 26 
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Fergie’s flailings 

Ken Jones recalls tougher times 
at Old Trafford, page 26 




United prepare for an extended reign 




GLENN MOORE 
Football Correspondent 


Al the dawn of the 
•gr^p century, with the 
J J Football League 
stiUinilsinfajKy.it 
- must have seemed 

Aston Villa would never be 
toppled. In 1900 Villa won their 
fourth tiile in five seasons, and 
their fifth in seven, with a record 
points score. They were a pow- 
er in the land, well supported 
and replete with internationals. 
A century of promise stretched 
ahead of them. Yet in 86 seasons 

since they have won just two fur- 
ther titles. 

So there is hope yet for the 
challengers to Manchester 
United who on Wednesday se- 
cured their fourth title in five 


seasons* Nothing, in this game, 
is permanent 

United do, however, seem 


longer than Villa managed. 
Grae me Souness, who won five 
c hampi onship medals in six years 
with Liverpool, said: “7o win four 
out of five is. an incredible 
achievement. The frightening 
things that given their youth and 
their economic power things are 
going to be their way for the fore- 
seeable future.*’ 

Maybe. United have been re- 
silient but not invincible - their 
6-3 defeat to Souness* 


the nadir of a season in which 
they also lost 5-0 to Newcastle 
and slipped out of the top five 
for the first time since 1992. 

Nor can'it be said that they 
have bought the title. United are 


one of only two Premiership 
dubs not to buy during the sea- 
son - Wimbledon are the oth- 
er - and of their five summer 
signings (for £6 ,7m) only die two 
Norwegians, Ole Gunnar Sol- 
skjaer and RonryJohnsen, have 
made significant contributions. 

Both are young, in keeping 
with Ferguson’s policy of long- 
term building. While Eric Can- 
tona has shown signs of decline, 
and the defence has wobbled of 
late, there is no reason to think 
that United will not be domi- 
nant for seasons to come. Their 
reserves, A and B teams have 
also won their respective titles. 

Can this sustained suprema- 
cy be good for the game? One 
would think not Unlike this 
month’s other red triumph 
United’s success was not greet- 
ed with a national wave of eu- 


Premiership under 
fire from Blatter 


The Premiership came under In- 
creased pressure yesterday to re- 
duce the number of clubs in the 
top division when Sepp Blatter, 
die general secretary of Fife, 
the game's international gov- 
erning body, criticised the num- 
ber of games being played. 

Fife's European counterpart, 
Uefa, have shown their dis- 
pleasure at the 20-dub Pre- 
miership by denying next 
season's Coca-Cola Cup win- 
ners a Uefa Cup piace. Uefa, 
looking to extend the scope of 
the Champions' League still 
further, say that top divisions 
should contain no more than 18 
clubs, a proposal originally 
adopted by Premiership chair- 
men but now seemingly ig- 
nored. And Blatter went a stage 
further by urging a further re- 
duction to 16. 


Blatter, speaking in Zurich, 
eked out the Premiership and 


picked out the Premiership and 
Spain's Premier Liga. “Both of 
them are too big," he said. 
“The Premiership has 20 teams 
and the Spanish First Division 
has 22 teams. A much more sen- 
sible figure would be 16 teams." 

Blatter again criticised tele- 
vision’s growing role in the 
game. “In some countries you 
have a big match on television 
every day. It is too much and is 


a threat to the game. There are 
simply too many matches. Play- 
ers do not have time to recov- 
er," he said. 

Blatter, who effectively ruled 
hims elf out of the running to re- 
place Joao Have Lange as the 
Fifa president when tile Brazil- 
ian stands down next year, re- 
vealed there was likely to be a 
compromise with the trench au- 
thorities over the issue of 
perimeter fences at next sum- 
mer's World Cup finals. 

Fife have bitterly opposed the 
fences, insisting they create the 
wrong image for the sport, with 
Blatter stating publicly: “Fences 
are for animals not football 
fans." The French Government 
has so far said security concerns 
means the fences will stay, but 
Blatter said: “I think you win see 
no fences along the sidelines 
and fencing behind the goals will 
be much lower. 

“When we drew up the regu- 
lation for the 1998 World Cup 
finals we did not indude the ban- 
ning of fences,” he said. “That 
was an oversight As there were 
no fences in the United States 
finals we did not think about it 
But in future any country want- 
ing to host the finals will have to 


agree not to put up fences." 
The Premier League re- 
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ACROSS 

i It's enough to make one 
leave home (10) 

S Skilled worker - and 
mate. You might say (9) 

9 Straight in the bull (4) 

10 Stay in hall, rest, es- 
chewing University (6) 

1 1 He's away, high on Ec- 
stasy, in Lincoln (8) 

13 One engaged in house- 
work? (6) 

14 Instrument for disc, 


23 Judge settles point in 


retrospect (6) 

25 Score extra (4) 

26 Draw drink, measure of 
mild that’s in condition 

27 Faculty ensuring male 
remains aware (10) 


6 It could give you the 
Tuns! (10) 

7 Rifle tops of marijuana 
with addict (6) 


12 Agency promoting audi- 
tions? '(3-7) 


15 To fai 1 to respond to 
alarm proves Lee’s bl 


note, rotating (8) 

17 Carpet with handsome 
cut 1 fitted (8) 

19 Merchant takes Queen 
on board (6) 

21 Tragedy causing girl's 
wretched tears (8) 


DOWN 

Detached is taken off 
the market? (9) 
Dignitary, elevated Eng- 
lish bishop (4) 

One blend, very smoky, 
made one peer (8) 
Cannon’s no good as a 
weapon (5) 

Denounced (without 
name) as bent (7) 


alarm proves Lee’s bl 
to (9) 

16 He values fool’s gold 
around SE (8) 

18 Import hash? Then 


22 One keeps up British 
3 dress (5) 


24 Change jar, short of 


Managerial 
rod of honour 


En0Mi chwnefersWpswon 
5 be 


Bob Pttttay 
1079, 1980, 
Flv« 

Sfr Mao Bust 
1956,1057. 


1076, 1977. 


rutted: 1952, 


Tom WMsonJSundotand & lampoon - 
1892 (5). 1893®, 1095 (S), 1901(0. 
1906(0 


( Ma n c hester UUB: 1993. 




flJwpoof & Staefdnmj: 
CO. 1990 0). 1995 (Bl. 


er than ‘it's nice to have a 
change’. The prospect of the 
football world feeling as reju- 
venated as the political one 
had last week went when Kevin 
Keegan left Tyneside. 

Yet, since Keegan departed, 
Manchester United have re- 
gained their status asthe Pre- 
miership’s most cavalier t eam . 
They have crutscored all their ri- 
vals, as they did last season, and 
frequently done so in style. 

This positive approach is 
good for the game as is Fergu- 


ASex Ferguson's 
changing fortunes 


1388-91 

P W D L F A PtS 

183 76 55 52 256 194 282 
Averafls pokte per gvne 154 . 

1991-97 

P W D L F A PS 

242144 67 31 445 211 499 
Aieage panes per game 2.06 


phoria. Outside Uptou Park 
on Tuesday West Ham and 
Newcastle supporters were buy- 
ing T-shirts marked ‘Better 
dead than red - I bate Man 
Utd’. Not that Liverpool. Ar- 
senal or Newcastle would have 
been greeted with anything oth- 


pitch. The image of United as 
a team of snarling whingers is 
outdated, even the manager 
has mellowed to an extent. 

Yet the club could do more. 
To begin with the}* could set an 
example by reducing admis- 


sion prices rather than raising 
them as is planned. There is 
enough revenue from television 
and sponsorship to sotadise the 
paying spectator (or reduce the 

profit made from him or her). 

This would not be purely al- 
truistic. As ticket prices have 
risen, the audience demographic 
has changed. The theatre of 
dreams too often sounds like a 
theatre these days. Apart from 


a hard core, which increasingly 
feel unwanted by the dub, the 
spectators spectate, rather than 
participate. The team is expect- 
ed to rouse than not the other 
way around. It is no coinci- 
dence that, after long unbeaten 
home runs in Europe and the 
Premiership, United have lost 
five home games this season. 

United could also cake a 
lead in helping smaller clubs 
fparnfafn the unique structure 
of the F-ncHish game. Ferguson, 
having begun his managerial ca- 
reer at East Stirling, knows the 
value of the smaller dubs and 
he regularly loans players out to 
them for experience - as with 
David Beckham at Preston. . 

There are limits -United can 
hardly play a fundraising testi- 
monial at every lower League 
ground. They’ can put their 


weight behind moves tri pri- 
serve something of th&i&grffr 
system and to oevoti^M^^e 
cut of the PrdmersHpg^A 
television deal towards tfragfe 
smaller dub$ rebuild jbjjrafir 
grounds mid pay thc£g§d§S& 
would be more heMpQJtS 
threatening to go itSra&li 
pay-per-view, and thus weaB~ 
euing the strength of the boa& 
politic’s bargaining power, as 
Ffeigusoridid recently m a fit af 

S s at the Premiership’s re- 
to. extend the season. 
Sharing their expertise in mar- 
keting and administratkft 
would notgo amiss either. T. 

There one other serviefe 
United can -dd . the English 
game. That is to mark its revival 
by winning the European 
Champions’ Cup. Nod: year, 
maybe next year 


sponded to Butter’s comments 
by pointing out the Premiership 
was smaller now than it bad 
originally been. Their 
spokesman, Mike Lee. said: 
“The Premiership has been cut 
from 22 to 20 dubs. At this stage 
in our development we believe 
that strikes the right balance." 

But although tne loss of the 
Coca-Cola Cup Uefa place ac- 
tually strengthens the Premier- 
ship's hand as the extra place 
will be awarded on the basis of 
League position. Lee did not 
role out the possibility of a fu- 
ture cut to me Uefa ■‘model" 
size of 18 dubs. 

“Decisions on the size of 
domestic leagues are a matter 
for the leagues' governing bod- 
ies," he said. “There is also an 
ongoing debate on this issue 
which our clubs will participate 
in during the years ahead.” 

■ Bayern Munich's co-trainer, 
Klaus Augen thaler, has signed 
a two-year contract with the Aus- 
trian First Division dub Casino 
Graz. Augenthaier, 39, was pre- 
sented by Casino Graz yester- 
day as successor to the club’s 
present coach, August Starek. 
He will take up the post next sea- 
son. Casino Graz are currently 
lying sixth in the Austrian league 
championship standings. 
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Mark Ramprakash employs the sweep as he cruises to his century at Lord’s yesterday 


Photograph: David Ashdgvvn 


Ramprakash in control with a centui 


Xli/ 1 

WkV. 


Cricket 

DEREK PRINGLE 
reports from Lord’s 


Middlesex 337-5 
v Sussex 


lather Tone has a new home at 
Lord’s atop the Mound stand 
scoreboard. He has not gone fer, 
but if the aspect is different, the 
gaze, despite being broken by a 
Mark Ramprakash century, is as 
impenetrable and uncritical as 
ever. Just as well considering the 
limp display by most of the Sus- 
sex bowlers as’MIddlesex rattled 
up 337 for 5 by the close. 

These days a Mark Ram- 
prakasb century usually brings 


about two responses. From his 
supporters, comes the darion call 
for another chance to play for 
England, while from hrs critics 
the resounding snort that they 
have seen it all before, and that 
the temperamental flaws that ob- 
viously exist, run too deep to be 
exposed by county Opposition. 
This was his 35th first-class cen- 
tury. Tellingly, perhaps, 32 of 
them have been for Middlesex. 

And yet he appears to im- 
prove year upon year and this 
was his second century in suc- 
cessive innings having already 
notched one up as captain of the 
Rest at Edgbaston two weeks 
ago. It is a process that appears 
to have been developed through 
controlling the turmoil and 


judgements that come from 
within, rather than fine-tuning 
the technique that has long 
been the envy of his peers. 

In feet had Ramprakash al- 
ready been in Michael Ather- 
ton’s plans for the summer, it 
would have been difficult to see 
how he could have summoned 
up the desire he did yesterday 
against Sussex. The county’s re- 
cent tumult being matched by 
a confusion on the pitch that 
saw them use nine bowlers - at 
least half appeared to be part- 
time - in an attempt to justify 
their decision to put Middlesex 
into bat on a green-tinged pitch. 

Sussex could counter that 
apart from Ramprakash's 
knock and an injury in the 


morning session to their fast 
bowler Vasbert Drakes it was 
the correct decision. Certainly 
Paul Weekes, who was dropped 
at second slip without scoring, 
did not last long, while Jacques 
Kaliis, Middlesex’s overseas 
signing from South Africa, lazi- 
ly drove to cover after blunting 
the opening salvo. 

Gatting, in his dotage as a 
player but newly reborn as a se- 
lector. did not last long either, 
lamely chopping on to Arner 
Khan, a leg-spinner he will 
have faced a thousand times in 
the nets at the Nursery End. 
Gatting needs nine more first- 
class hundreds to notch up a 
century of centuries, a feat 
that grows ever more distant 


for this great club seivi^ffi 
However, by the 
Pooley had lost his; im4|& 
stump playing backj:Qr J^» 
Robinson, Ramprakask Was 
well entrenched and striSngSfc 
ball with smooth and,,powetfi£ 
assurance, bringing/up his Ml 
just before tea. / 

Haring dominated play un- 
til that point, he then decided 
to retrench, allowing Keith 
Brown to take control with a se^ 
ries of snappy cut shots. The 
pair had added 136 in 39 ovens 
when Ramprakash edged onexjf 
Rajesh Rao’s dolly mixtures tb 
Peter Moores down, the leg 
'side. Ignominy does not come 
any better-than that. ' 
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Walkinshaw moves to calm Hill’s frustration 


Motor racing 

DERICK ALLS0P 
reports from Monte Carlo 


Contrasting moods, contrasting 
aspirations. Heinz-Harald 
Freatzen, suddenly a Formula 
One race winner and suddenly 
relaxed and oozing confidence 
in anticipation of Sunday's 
Monaco Grand Prix. 

Damon Hill, the man he re- 
placed at Williams-RenaulL has 
scant hope of success here, 
while his team, Arrows- 
Yaxnaha, are anxiously quelling 
any suggestion of a rift. 

Hill's fourth fruitless race at 
Iroola 12 days ago caused him 
to demand the team “get then- 
act together” and reiterate his 


determination to secure a com- 
petitive car for next year, be it 
at Arrows or elsewhere. 

Tom Wrfkiiisbaw, the Arrows 
supremo, has already taken steps 
to improve matters by opening 
negotiations for a different en- 
gine partner and employing the 
renowned designer John 
Barnard to create a more com- 
petitive car. Now Walkinshaw of- 
fers words of comfort, too. 

He said: “We knew all along 
that it wouldn't happen 
overnight and Damon knew ■ 
that. We’ve talked about the sit- 
uation with Damon and he un- 


derstands. We have no problem 
with Damon and be knows 
we’re all determined to get 
things right We’re just as angry 
and frustrated as he is. We 
don’t like it either when be starts 
at the back. But if Damon 
wasn't disappointed, I would be 
disappointed in him. 

“There is always a danger he 
will go at the end of the season, 
but it’s too early to talk about 
that He doesn’t need me to tell 
him to keep cabn. He has to keep 
focused. If the circumstances are 
right, it's still possible fey him to 
win a race the year." 


. Frentzen, who . held off 
Michael Schumacher’s Ferrari 
to register his maiden Formu- 
la One victory at Imola, senses 
the opportunity to challenge his 
team-mate, Jacques Vffleneuve. 
for the championship and ex- 
pects the competition to be ev- 
ident here this weekend. 

“After the win 1 am more re- 
laxed and confident, and can 
concentrate on my job and en-’ 
joy the racing." the German 
said. “Jacques has done a great 
development job and got 
stronger and stronger, a lot 
stronger than last year. For 
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himnhis race is a break. He had 
not such a good racejastfyear 
and has worked hard er this. 
Michael will also be veiy strong —:_ 
in qualifying so I think it wfl] be 
exciting." . • •; 

Frentzen, who likens racing 
here to “bobsleighing in intuit 
nel”. was also promiseda strot^ t 
challenge from Sch moacher by 
Ferrari’s team .director, -Jean 
TodL . .. y: ' 

“I believe we will be quite 
competitive," Todt said: 
“Michael is very stroog anS 
was frustrated after crashing so 
early in die race last: yeaf-: 
Williams are stiD better than us; ' 
especially in qualifying, but thd 
championship is open and we 
hope to be at their level by the 
middle of the season." . . . . ri 
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